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NATO’s Claes Urges Russia To End Violence in 
Chechnya 
AU0901191395 Paris AFP in English 1845 GMT 9 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, Jan 9 (AFP)}—NATO 
Secretary General Willy Claes Monday [9 January] 
called on Russia “to speedily end violence against the 
Chechen people” and work to achieve a peaceful settle- 
ment to the conflict. 


“I expect Russian authorities to decide speedily to end 
the violence against the Chechen people and to favour a 
peaceful settlement to the question, thus allowing con- 
tinuation of the process of political and economic reform 
essential to the future of Russia,” the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation chief told a conference at Louvain 
University in Belgium. 


“Everything must be done to set up a new architecture in 
Eurcpe, to include Russia,” he said. 


“The countries of the (NATO) alliance firmly intend to 
cooperate and hold open talks with Russia” which 
implies that “our Russian friends must have clear cut 
respect for human rights,” he said. 


In mid-December, shortly after Russian troops inter- 
vened to crush the separatist rebellion in the Caucasus 
republic, Claes said this was “an internal matter” for 
Russia, adding that he hoped a “peaceful” solution could 
be found. 


Portugal, Indonesia Discuss East Timor in 
Switzerland 


LD0901125295 Bern Swiss Radio International in 
English 1100 GMT 9 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Indonesia and Portugal have 
resumed talks on the future of East Timor in the Swiss 
city of Geneva. The United Nations secretary general, 
Butrus-Ghali, is mediating the talks between the Indo- 
nesian foreign minister, Ali Alatas, and his Portuguese 
counterpart, Jose Manuel Durao Barroso. 


The talks come amid continuing protests in East Timor, 
a former Portuguese colony which was annexed by 
Indonesia in 1976. Security forces blockaded the univer- 
sity campus in the capital, Dili, after students staged a 
demonstration against Indonesian rule of the territory. 
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Portugal wants the people of East Timor to be allowed to 
decide their political future in a referendum. 


The United Nations does not recognize Indonesia’s 
claim on the territory. 


Indonesia Agrees to UN-Mediated Talks 


LD0901174695 Lisbon Radio Renascenca in Portuguese 
to Europe 1700 GMT 9 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transiated Text] The UN secretary general 
{Butrus-Ghali] is to bring together all the Timorese 
factions for talks. A date for the meeting has not yet been 
set, but Butrus-Ghali will preside over it. He wants to 
hear all the Timorese, those for and those against inte- 
gration in Indonesia. 


This was a first step towards the key objective of the fifth 
meeting between the Portuguese and Indonesia foreign 
ministers: to give the Timorese a voice in the negotia- 
tions between the two countries, under UN auspices. 


This appears to be the only progress made at the meeting 
between Ali Alatas [Indonesian foreign minister] and 
Durao Barroso [Portuguese foreign minister], which 
ended a few moments ago in Geneva at the UN Paiace. 
The Portuguese minister has already expressed satisfac- 
tion at this small step forward. The announcement was 
made on the steps of a luxury hotel where the two 
ministers had lunch. Fernando Paula Brito reports. 


[Brito] A solution for East Timor is a long way away, but 
another step in the right direction was taken today here 
in Geneva. Indonesia has accepted that the United 
Nations, as an independent organization, should pro- 
mote an extended dialogue between the different polit- 
ical factions in East Timor: for and against the territory's 
integration in Indonesia. Indonesia had resisted this 
move strongly, but in the end accepted it after much 
pressure. 


For Portugal, an extended dialogue including all Timo- 
rese factions will give a new credibility to the process 
underway aimed at resolving the situation in East Timor. 


In any case, Jakarta has obtained a concession: The 
extended dialogue will not discuss the political status of 
the territory. A decision on this matter, when made, will 
be made by Portugal and Indonesia. Dural Barroso and 
Ali Alatas will meet again on 19 May. 
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Bjerregaard Gets Reluctant Parliamentary 
Approval 

BRO0901 161495 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 6 Jan 95 p 15 


[Report by Ole Ryborg: “Ritt Nearly Flunks Exam”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels—It was with consider- 
able reluctance that the European Parliament’s Com- 
mittee on the Environment decided on Thursday [5 
January] to appoint Ritt Byerregaard to the post of EU 
Commissioner with responsibility for ihe environment. 
After the committee’s almost three hour hearing with 
Ritt Byerregaard, many members of parliament [MEPs] 
were of a mind to have the future Danish commissioner 
fail her EU exam. 


German member Karl-Heinz Florenz issued a furious 
press release in which he directly suggested that Ritt 
Bjerregaard be replaced by someone else for the environ- 
mental commissioner post. “The lady should be replaced 
as soon as possible by a competent and pro- 
parliamentary candidate,” Florenz said. The German, 
who coordinates all environmental questions for the 
Christian Democrats, the second largest parliamentary 
group, sees Ritt Bjerregaard as a “serious problem for the 
approval of the new Commission.” 


Following the hearing Karl-Heinz Florenz described Ritt 
Bjerregaard as a person without “punch.” “She could 
hardly give a positive answer to any question, and made 
a spineless impression on me,” Florenz wrote in his press 
release. The German Christian Democrat was not alone 
in his criticism of Ritt Bjerregaard’s appearance at the 
hearing. According to sources. several MEPs at a closed 
meeting of the environmental committee were of a mind 
to fail Ritt Byerregaard. And the committee's chairman is 
now writing a letter to the chairman of the European 
Parliament pointing to Ritt Byerregaard’s “‘disappoint- 
ing” appearance at the hearing. 


MEPs criticize in particular the fact that Ritt Byerregaard 
had not been brieted on the subjects and was unable to 
answer their questions at the hearing. Ritt Byerregaard 
nearly slipped up several times during the hearing. For 
example she promised, to members’ surprise, to use the 
legal basis of the single market in preference to the purely 
environmental articles of the Treaty of Maastricht. A 
promise which if carried out would mean that no 
member country would be able to go further than other 
member countries in the environmental area. 


At the committee meeting, criticism of Ritt Byerregaard 
was so sharp that, according to our sources, Ulla Sand- 
baek from the Juni Bevaegeise [June Movement] inter- 
vened to defend Ritt Bjerregaard. “Those of us who 
know her know that she will fight for the environment,” 
Ulla Sandbaek said, according to a source at the meeting. 
Other Danish members such as Social Democrat Kirsten 
Jensen and Radical Lone Dybkjaer did not get involved 
in the debate about the approval of Ritt Byerregaard. 
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Parliamentary sources estimate that what finally saved 
Ritt Bjerregaard was that the Committee on the Envi- 
ronment was afraid of creating a very bad relationship 
with the incoming environmental commissioner if the 
commiitee recommended that she should not get the job. 
The committee’s problem is that the new Commission 
must be approved as a block. For this reason the Com- 
mittee on the Environment cannot reject Ritt Byerre- 
gaard alone. Parliament can reject only the whole Com- 
mission. 


Article: EU Commission Fighting ‘Erosion’ 
AU0901184995 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 9 Jan 95 p 15 


[““mue”-attributed report: “The European Commission 
Is Struggling To Preserve Its Power’’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels--The new European 
Commission in Brussels fears that, over the next five 
years of its term of office, the process of European 
unification will enter its most difficult period since the 
oil-price shocks of the 1970's. This concern has veen 
expressed during the hearings for the old and new 
members at the European Parliament. Competition 
Commissioner Karel van Miert warned that the “Maas- 
tricht II” conference in 1996 might try to “clip the 
Commission’s wings.” The current hearings are the first 
of their kind. So far, they have given the impression that 
the new Commission, which has been enlarged from 17 
to 20 members, will show the same commitment to 
European integration as its predecessor. 


The Commission demands the expansion of the majority 
vote to almost all decisions in Brussels, because the vote 
by majority is the nature of integration. In fact, however, 
it must expect that the opposite will happen and that it 
might even be pushed to the fringes. Innovations on 
which the revision conference might decide would 
mainly affect internal security ii the borderless Euro- 
pean Union and to a co:amon foreign policy. In both 
fields, the member states are deciding by unanimous 
vote. The Commission is involved only little. Even in the 
monetary union, the Brussels authority does not play a 
big role. Rather, this role would be played by the 
European Central Bank, which would have to be estab- 
lished then. Furthermore, France and Great Britain 
agree that they want to keep the Commission in the 
background and concentrate the European Union's 
power for decisionm'.ing in the Council of Ministers if 


possible. 


Van Miert, who is heading the Commission’s most 
important department, gave the deputies an example of 
the erosion of his authority. Thus, France is striving for 
a “subsidies group,” which should be linked to the 
committee of the national ambassadors to the European 
Union, even though the Commission has the task of 
monitoring the legality of state subsidies. In addition, the 
Belgian attacked the industrial subsidies of the German 
laender. Van Miert disguised his inability to break up the 
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electricity and gas monopolies in the member countries, 
even though the European competition law gives him the 
power to do so, by saying that he prefers political 
solutions over solutions arrived at in court. New Italian 
Commissioner Mario Monti, on the other hand, showed 
dedication to a free and open single market and, at the 
same time, resignation regarding his second department, 
tax policy, because in it the Council of Ministers decides 
by unanimous vote, which means virtually never. 


In the meantime, the new French commissioner foi 
monetary matters, Yves-Thibault de Silguy, has obvi- 
ously been ordered by Paris to push ahead with the 
monetary union. Even though the Commission will not 
play an outstanding role in the momentary union, now, 
during the preparation period, the French Government 
official has a key function, because the Commission 
decides which governments live up to the Maastricht 
qualification criteria and which do not. If he sees a 
positive majority in 1997, the monetary union will 
practically be compulsory, according to the treaty. De 
Silguy’s constant repetition that the Maastricht Treaty 
“is our law, particularly regarding the monetary union” 
permits the conclusion that he will energetically ring the 
bell as soon as the time is ripe and the conditions, which 
are soft anyway, are fulfilled on paper. 


Monika Wulf-Mathies, the new German commissioner, 
gave the European deputies her usual impression of 
being strong-willed. She wants to distribute her subsidies 
for regional development of about 60 billion German 
marks per year in such a way that the optimum number 
of jobs is created, that is, she wants to shift subsidies 
from investments in transportation to investments in 
environmental protection, for instance. Even though this 
is a consistent way of thinking, it does not always meet 
with the interests of the recipient countries at the Med- 
iterranean, which get the largest part of the financial 
funds. 


Commentary: France Pushing for Monetary Union 


AU0901162495 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 9 Jan 95 p 15 


[Commentary by Winfried Muenster: “Paris Insists on 
the ECU” ] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] A Frenchman is responsible for 
monetary policy in the new Commission in Brussels. 
This is a political signal, and Y ves-Thibault de Silguy has 
already staied very clearly what his country is interested 
in: “Our goal is to implement the European monetary 
union as quickly as possible. There is no reason to 
relinquish the envisaged (in the Maastricht Treaty) 
starting date of 1997 right from the start.” Given favor- 
able economic development, there is a good chance that 
a sufficient number of member states will fulfill the 
Maastricht qualification criteria by then, he claimed. 


France urgently needs the support that monetary union 
can offer if the financial markets consider its currency 
credible. The markets fear that the franc will not be able 
to stay in sight of the German mark for long but wi!l be 
drawn into the maelstrom of devaluation, at the latest 
when the Bundesbank begins to once again raise short- 
term interest rates. In our western neighboring country 
unemployment is unbearably high and is going down too 
little despite the economic recovery. In Paris voices are 
rising that see the reason for this fact in the decision to 
link the franc to the German mark and to keep interest 
rates high for this purpose. If this criticism continued to 
gain ground and the monetary union were to disappear 
into the next millennium, France’s hard-won policy of 
stability would be ruined. 


In Germany, for its part, there is the almost unanimous 
view that monetary union, to which the markets would 
give the attribute “hard,” cannot be established within 
two years and probably not even until 1999, the second 
starting date if ine first should not work out. The 
Maastricht qualification criteria with their provisions 
about public deficits, state debts, inflation rate, exchange 
rate stability, and interest development can give a Euro- 
pean monetary union the image of quality only if they 
are observed for several economic cycles, in good and 
bad times, so to speak. The Maastricht treaty deadlines 
are economically absurd. A hard ECU cannot be con- 
structed by a certain date. France’s urging will only 
confirm the Germans’ skepticism. A monetary union of 
the future cannot preserve France's current culture of 
stability. Thus, what can one do? Commissioner de 
Silguy indicated in Brussels what kind of tactics his 
government is pursuing. “The treaty must be fulfilled,” 
he proclaimed in staccato sentences. Paris is committing 
the Germans to what they have signed. 
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Officers To Join EC Observer Mission in Zagreb 


AU1001120695 Vienna WIENER ZEITUNG in 
German 10 Jan 95 p 3 


{[Unattnbuted report: “Austrian Officers in EU Yugo- 
slavia Mission”’] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] Vienna—We have a premiere 
following Austria’s accession to the European Union 
[EU]: In mid-January six members of the military—four 
officers and two noncommissioned officers—will go to 
Zagreb to participate in the EU observer mission (Euro- 
pean Community Monitoring Mission - ECMM) in the 
former Yugoslavia. 


Congress Preventing ‘Disintegration’ of OeVP 
AU0901151795 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 9 Jan 95 
po6 


{Report Signed “ar”: “Disintegration of OeVP at Federal 
Level Prevented; Critics Now Included in Reform Com- 
mission” ] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] In a resolution adopted at its 
Epiphany Meeting at the weekend of 7-8 January, the 
Austrian People’s Party [OeVP] agreed on measures to 
prevent the party disintegrating into individual provin- 
cial organizations. This seems to have been necessary 
because, before the meeting, the party secretaries of 
Tirol, Vorarlberg, and Salzburg had openly threatened to 
secede. However, in a meeting of the OeVP Executive 
Committee, the governors of these three provinces dis- 
tanced themselves from such threats. Another resolution 
demonstrates the attempt to eliminate the friction 
between party headquarters in Vienna and the prov- 
inces: The dialogue will be improved, meetings are to be 
held more often. 


The new draft party program was accepted “in princi- 
ple” as a basis for discussion. Supplementary requests 
should be handed in in January. The new program 
should be adopted by the executive committee on 5 April 
and by the federal party congress on 21 April. 


Program coordinator Werner Fasslabend (defense min- 
ister) said in this connection: While not changing its 
name, the OeVP will draw a clearer line vis-a-vis other 
parties. In order to emphasize Christian-Democratic 
values, the term “Christian-Democratic” will be 
included. Fasslabend ¢ =nied that this is intended to force 
back the OeVP’s “liberal” wing. The new terms that have 
been included are “tolerance” and “justice” instead of 
general equality. Busek: The old, the Salzburg Program, 
does not say anything about Europe, or the ecological- 
social market economy. 


The names included in a working group to work out a 
concept to make the OeVP the number one force in the 
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country again caused some surprise on the second day of 
the meeting: Headed by Deputy OeVP Chairman Erwin 
Proell, Gerhard Hirschmann (Styria), Herbert Saus- 
gruber (Vorarlberg), Secretary General Ingrid Korosec, 
Erhard Busek himself, and Gerhard Jellasitz (Burgen- 
land), and, at his own request, floorleader Andreas Khol, 
should show the way to bring the party back to the 
chancellor's office again. 


Asked whether the composition of the commission, 
which includes Busek’s declared opponents Proell, Sau- 
sgruber, and Hirschmann, might not lead to a stalemate, 
the OeVP chairman told a news conference on Sunday: 
The composition only shows the will to improve things 
through a joint effort. 


When people complained about the lack of internal 
communication then this commission is intended to 
remedy this deficit. He also wants to “use” the imagina- 
tion of his criticism to the benefit of the OeVP, Busek 
said. 


Regarding the government work with the Social Demo- 
cratic Party of Austria [SPOe], the OeVP Executive 
Committee declared its support for the coalition agree- 
ment and the objective of the austerity program. Yet, 
this objective can also be achieved in a different way to 
what has so far been agreed, Busek said. In one of his 
news conferences, OeVP Chairman Busek, however, 
once again categorically ruled out any tax increases. The 
OeVP will think about alternatives to the current plans. 


By and large. the OeVP Executive Committee agreed 
that the ability to govern the country must be main- 
tained. A change of tie coalition from the SPOe to the 
Freedom Party of Austria belongs to the “realm of 
fantasy,” Busek concluded. 


Schaumayr: Joining EMS, No Impact on Policy 


AU0901152295 Salzburg SALZBURGER 
NACHRICHTEN in German 9 Jan 95 p 8 


[“nik*’-signed report: “Austra Ti:nth Member of EMS”™] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Today, Monday, Austria is 
joining the European Monetary System [EMS], which 
was founded in 1979. On Sunday afternoon, Austrian 
Nationalbank President Maria Schaumayr told 
SALZBURGER NACHRICHTEN that joining the EMS 
will have no impact on the country’s hard-currency 
policy. The close links to the German mark, which have 
existed for 15 years, will not be affected. Being accepted 
into the EMS is a “confirmation of the credibility of 
Austria's stability and monetary policy.” 


The Nationalbank president appealed once more to the 
government “to create the conditions in terms of 
domestic policy” to respond to “the challenges in the 
European Union and the EMS.” This means, in partic- 
ular, carefully approaching the “convergence criteria” as 
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laid down in the Maastricht Treaty. Together with the 
EMS, these criteria constitute the basis for European 
Economic and Monetary Union, which shculd be estab- 
lished before the end of this millennium. Yet, integration 
requires stable exchange rates and a policy of controlled 
public borrowing. 


Since 1992, Austria no longer fulfills the convergence 
criteria. New public borrowing stood at about 4.1 per- 
cent of the GDP in 1993, while last year it was some 4.4 
percent; the Maastricht limit is 3 percent. With 65 
percent of the GDP, total public debts will also have 
exceeded the tolerable maximum of 60 percent in 1994. 
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Belgium 
Russian Vioience in Chechnya Worries Foreign 
Minister 


BR0601164095 Antwerp GAZET VAN ANTWERPEN 
in Dutch 6 Jan 95 p 6 


[Unattributed article: “Vandenbroucke: Russia Breaking 
Its Word”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Affairs Minister Frank 
Vandenbroucke accuses the Russian Government of 
breaking its word. He explicitly supports European Com- 
missioner Van den Broek’s initiative to provisionally 
freeze the approval of the interim trade agreement with 
Russia. 


The minister also supports the French proposal to take 
action within the framework of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe [OSCE]. 


In a statement issued on Thursday [5 January], Vanden- 
broucke says that Belgium is seriously concerned about 
the fighting in Chechnya and about the violence against 
civilian targets. This is tantamount to a breach of word, 
the minister says. He referred to the OSCE’s code of 
conduct, which Moscow also signed in Bucharest last 
month. 


Vandenbroucke argues that relations with Russia should 
be based “on understanding and consultations rather 
than on confrontation.” That is exactly why we are 
entitled to be critical of the methods and mechanisms 
used by the Russian Federation in its own country. 


Foreign Minister Views Bosnia, CSCE, Africa 


BR 1001082695 Brussels DE MORGEN in Dutch 9 Jan 95 
pi2 


[Interview with Belgian Foreign Minister Frank Vanden- 
broucke by Bart Brinkman and Jorgen Oosterwaal; in 
Brussels, date not given: “We Can't Go Around Pointing 
a Moralizing Finger’’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] He would welcome a new term at 
the Rue des Quatre Bras [foreign ministry]. But that will 
require a good result for the SP {Flemish Socialist Party} 
in the forth.oming elections. “I will fight for every voter,’ 
he says. “But | am not going to make predictions. But I do 
confirm that there is only one way for Guy Verhofstadt to 
come to power, and that is via a triple alliance. He has 
survived the first obstacle, anyway. I have never believed 
that VLD [Flemish Liberal Party] story. Unlike the press 
at the Rue de la Loi [parliament}—and many colleagues 
in my own party—who showed great admiration for it. I 
have always seen the VLD renewal as nothing but hot air 
and have always been ready to show it for what it is 
worth.” 


[DE MORGEN) Is the Foreign Ministry electorally 
interesting for the SP? Professor Eric Suy recently stated 
in this newspaper that try as he could he was unable to 
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see any difference between the policy of an Eyskens, a 
Claes, or a Vandenbroucke? 


[Vandenbroucke] Then I do not believe Suy is looking 
properly or doesn’t want to look. Which is always easy of 
course for an academic. In my policy statement to 
parliament you can hear very well that I have something 
different to say. The Liberal opposition and my CVP 
[Fiemish Christian People’s Party] predecessor Mark 
Eyskens made the necessary comments. 


[DE MORG.N] Previously, when ministers from 
another party were in this position, the SP also always 
had comments to make. 


[Vandenbroucke] (unperturbed) What has happened 
over recent months ts that—and a littie to my surprise— 
a small country like Belgium has nevertheless been able 
to do something at the international level. But you must 
carefully choose what action to take and not always go 
around loudly proclaiming rt with a megaphone. Quite 
the contrary. If your action is successful, the problem 
then loses its interest for the media. 


[DE MORGEN] Can you expand on tha ° 


[Vandenbroucke] Take Rwanda. When | arrived here on 
11 October, like all other Flemings those shocking TV 
pictures were inescapably imprinted on my munad. After 
reading the reports and telexes which I received here on 
my desk, I understood that something had to be done 
very quickly in order to prevent a further catastrophe. 
And we have done this. Quietly. 


In addition to the traditional diplomatic interventions I 
have also personally held talks with, among others, my 
British colleague Douglas Hurd, my French colleague 
Alain Juppe, and UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali. I spoke on numerous occasions at EU meetings. 
When Belgium acts in Rwanda or Burundi, there are 
always countries which follow us. I have been struck by 
this. 


We have succeeded in speeding up the actions of the 
international community and better coordinating them. 
Since April the government has already provided 1.8 
billion Belgian francs [BFr] in aid. 


Emergency aid, but also money which is now helping to 
form the foundation for the state apparatus. As this has 
not yet produced any new catastrophe it has not been big 
news. 


[DE MORGEN] Do you believe that a CVP or VLD 
minister would have pursued a substantially different 
policy? 

[Vandenbroucke] It may sound rather pretentious but if 
I had not immediately decided to take this voluntarist 
action, things would not have worked out as they have. 
This decision counted. The Swiss and also the Ameri- 
cans, the British and the French now invite us to attend 
bilateral consultations on developments in Central 
Africa. 
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[DE MORGEN] Is there such a thing as a socialist 
foreign policy? 


[Vandenbroucke] Is what I am doing now at odds with 
what I stated in post lives? The answer is no. 


[DE MORGEN] | thought that we could answer this 
question. 


[Vandenbroucke] Well, I challenge you to put it to the 
test. 


[DE MORGEN] As SP president, you stated that not 
NATO but the CSCE must become the political center of 
decision-making for Europe. Now vou are working away 
obediently at strengthening the Atlantic Alliance. 


[Vandenbroucke]j Our center of decisionmaking must be 
the European Union. Also for security and defense. But 
this doesn’t alter the fact that we believe the Conference 
on Security and Cooperation in Europe has a major role 
to play in preventing conflicts. But al! decisions within 
the CSCE (recently renamed the OSCE, or Organization 
for Security and Cooperation in Europe—editor’s note) 
must be taken by a unanimous vote, which 1s an ideal 
recipe for impotence and immobility. We do not yet 
have the kind of CSCE we wuuld like. Listen, I am not 
trying to be astoundingly onginal. And recently there 
have a substantial number of changes in the world. New 
structures and new proposals are no more than an 
expression of a healthy understanding of the situation. 
[Vandenbroucke ends] 


A healthy understanding also means not overestimating 
your own capabilities. Although Frank Vandenbroucke 
is much more interested than his predecessor Willy Claes 
in giving his own emphases to Belgian foreign policy, 
caution is still very much present. Vandenbroucke: “Bel- 
gian diplomacy cannot pretend to come up with 
resounding declarations about everything which happens 
in the world. On a number of issues you are unable to 
help. If people want to fight each other, then they are 
going to fight. I have seen that often enough before at the 
micro level. As party president I changed the SP regula- 
tions in order to prevent conflicts, but if people in local 
party organizations around the country—and I have a 
number in mind—are determined to conduct a vendetta, 
then I can go there as often as I like, but they are still 


going to fight.” 


[DE MORGEN] And while people are fighting in the 
Balkans, the rest of Europe looks on powerlessly. 


[Vandenbroucke] I do not want to go back over all the 
past mistakes on the subject of the former Yugoslavia. 
Today, the only possibility is diplomacy. And the Euro- 
pean troops serving with UNPROFOR [UN Protection 
Force] comprise a crucial and neutral factor. 


[DE MORGEN] But Belgium is withdrawing its military 
engineers from Bosnia, despite protests from UN Gen- 
eral Rose and the Army staff. 
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{Vandenbroucke] | want to be very clear about this: 
NATO couni‘ics recently decided—-partly at our 
request--thai ‘)'\” ROFOR should be strengthened. At 
such a time n° waturally rether a pity to be in the 
position of implementing a Gecision to withdraw our 
military engineers which was (aken two months earlier. 
But we agreed yesterday with the deputy prime ministers 
that Belgium is prepared to do other things. And yes, 
possibly to send new men there. 


[DE MORGEN] To switch to another hot issue. After the 
bombing of Groznyy, is Yelisin for you still the ideal 
man to back for the future? 


[Vandenbroucke] We are trying ‘0 achieve a good, open 
understanding. We do not #);*%! * mew bloc against 
Russia. A study is at preseiii Seng dy¢en up inside 
NATO on how the Alliance can \» cnlarged. But that 
most certainly does not oblige ui %« take stupid or 
ill-conceived steps which could conjure up Moscow the 
picture of a Western bloc which is taking advantage of 
Russian weakness in order to quickly shift its borders 
eastward. | repeat—we want to work together. But that 
also means that internally Russia must respect certain 
rules. Because what is happening now in Chechnya is 
totally unacceptable. I think that Yeltsin must realize 
that he is in the process of throwing away any remaining 
credit in the West. | thus fully support the position of my 
French colleague, Alain Juppe. 


There is a need for much more European diplomacy. 
Todays tendency of everybody developing their own 
diplomacy is dangerous. That takes you back to the 19th 
century. And to the period leading up to the World War 
1, if you are not careful. 


[DE MORGEN] What about Zaire. Prime Minister 
Kengo does not appear to be running the show. 


[Vandenbroucke] While awaiting the parliamentary 
Africa debate in a few weeks time, I am preparing a 
vigorous note on Africa. For the moment, I see that 
Prime Minister Kengo is involved in a complicated 
struggle over the Central Bank, over which he wants 
better control. It is good that he is trying to achieve this. 
Kengo has als? drawn up a budget. But for the rest, he 
has been able to achieve very little of the government 
program. I see no evidence of ill intentions, but also no 


progress. 


Mobutu’s announcement of holding elections before the 
summer is not new. This was already laid down in the 
Act of Transition. 


I maintain my position of reserving judgement. At the 
same time, I regret that there is not more political 
consensus in Zairian political circles around the Kengo 
government. The constant squabbling is making progress 
very difficult. | hope that the rumors of new tactical 
games between people from the Tshisekedi group and 
members of the Mobutu camp are shown to be wrong. It 
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would be much better if a situation arose in which 
Tshisekedi and Kengo were able to shake hands. 


[DE MORGEN] So relations with Zaire remain on ice 
for the time being? 


[Vandenbroucke] The question is what do we do if we 
come to the conclusion that the present situation is going 
to last a long time? How do you *~ . organize humani- 
tarian aid? 


[DE MORGEN] Should we in future apply the concept 
of human rights somewhat less rigidly? 


[Vandenbroucke] No, certain mghts are universal. | am 
not going to abandon that position. What kind of dem- 
ocratic mechanism you want to see 1s another question. 
Take the national convention in Burundi for example. 
This is not based on strictly proportional representation 
but I nevertheless believe that it is a good sciution. 


[DE MORGEN] The French remain very active in 
Africa, from Rwanda to Algeria. Four years ago you said 
in at interview: “French military intervention ts unprin- 
cipled. They intervene whenever they feel French culture 
is under threat, regardless of ithe regime.” Today you 
have to work with these people. 


[Vandenbroucke] Over the past two months there has 
been a major debate in France on their Africa policy and 
I note that the situation is not fixed. In the meantime, we 
have also succeeded in the EU, together with the French, 
in adopting unanimous positions on Central Africa. On 
the basis of “our” approach we have tackled the refugee 
problem and not isolated the Kigali government. We are 
therefore working together well with the French and are 
involving them in what we are doing. 


[DE MORGEN] Belgian diplomacy lending principles to 
the French, that is a noble task. 


| Vandenbroucke] I do not believe you can present it like 
that. We cannot run around pointing the moralizing 
finger. 


That would be totally counterproductive. The time when 
we had major interests to defend in Central Africa is now 
provably past. But that does not mean that all our 
motives are purely magnanimous. Our own security is 
also involved. We must prevent the African continent 
from being a constant source of instability to which you 
have to send troops repeatedly. 


Political Repercussions of Chechen Crisis Viewed 


3R0601142195 Brussels LE SOIR in French 5 Jan 95 
ps 


[Commentary by Paul Mathil: “General Grachev: A 
Scapegoat?”’] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Who is going to pay the bill? The 
question is raised. Because although the intervention in 


Chechnya can obviously only end in the defeat of the 
rebels, Moscow, which hoped for a rapid victory, must 
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recognize that the operation is a true debacle both in 
terms of military effectiveness and politics. 


“The Army understands that it has once again been used 
as a political instrument, sent into Chechnya only to 
increase the popularity of Boris Yeltsin, which was in 
free fall,” explained Aleksandr Konovalev, the director 
of the Military Policy Center. The Russian Army, like 
the former Red Army, has always refused to be a political 
player. But “today, there is a real danger of a split 
between the country’s political leadership and the 
Army.” 


The Russian Army visibly does not want “go there.” 
Hundreds of dead Russian soldiers in the field, the 
bombing of the civilian population, the duration of the 
military operation, and increasingly vehement objec- 
tions within the Russian Army itself could therefore 
have very serious consequences. 


Which gives a precise explanation of a crisis whose 
consequences are still incalculable within the Russian 
Armed Forces. Defense Minister Pavel Grachev, con- 
tested by the top of the military hierarchy, has tried to 
have dismissed three deputy ministers (Boris Gromov, 
Georgiy Kondratiev, and Valeriy Mironov), and the 
generals who refused to carry out his orders (Eduard 
Vorobiov and Ivan Babitchev). But their dismissal 
depends on the president alone. Yet the latter wants to 
avoid taking on too much responsibility and is seeking to 
get out of this tight spot. 


People close to him are starting to give public opinion 
the names of “those responsible.” “It is not about 
questioning the legitimacy of the president, but the lack 
of professionalism of those who prepared the operation,” 
his spokesman, Vyacheslav Kostikov, said on Tuesday. 
But the initiative could turn out to be too late. 


A priori, General Grachev would be the designated 
scapegoat. The main coordinator of a disastrous opera- 
tion in Chechnya is also seriously weakened by the 
scandals linked to accusations of corruption at the top of 
his ministry. 

Nevertheless two factors impose prudence. On the one 
hand Yeltsin is in a sense a hostage of the Army and his 
minister, who saved the situation (and probably the 
president, too) in the conflict with the Supreme Soviet in 
October 1993. On the other hand, Grachev is noi a 
docile man. He will certainly not accept being the only 
person to fall. Before trying his dismissal, Yeltsin will ask 
who will be dragged down in the wake of this fall. 


Netherlands 


Government Urged To Criticize Russia Over 
Chechnya 

BRO901121695 Amsterdam DE VOLKSKRANT in 
Dutch 6 Jan 95 p 4 


[Report by Jan Hoedeman: “Chamber Demands Cabinet 
Steps Against P.ussia™’) 
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[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Second Chamber is dis- 
catisfied with the Netherlands Government’s silence on 
the subject of Russian violence in Chechnya. The PvdA 
{Labor Party], VVD [People’s Party for Freedom and 
Democracy], and D66 [Democrats 66] coalition parties, 
and the CDA [Christian Democrat Appeal] and Green 
Left opposition parties believe that Russia should 
receive clear critical signals from the Netherlands. 


The Foreign Ministry issued a new statement at noon on 
Thursday [5 January]: “The Netherlands does not dis- 
pute the Russian Federation’s right to restore order. But 
we are greatly concerned by the scale of Moscow’s 
response.” 


PvdA member Van Traa does not consider the vacation 
of Foreign Minister Van Mierlo to be any excuse for the 
cabinet’s silence. Van Traa: ““The Netherlands is being 
overcautious. We have an acting foreign minister, Prime 
Minister Kok. I would like to see Kok lend his support to 
the French and German position. He could have done so 
a long time ago.” [passage omitted] 


D66 member Hoekema supports Van Traa’s criticism. 
[passage omitted] 


He imagines that the “Russian ambassador could be 
called to account.” “Our ambassador in Moscow can 
indicate the displeasure.” 


VVD member Van den Doel believes that the Nether- 
lands must pursue all channels in exerting pressure. “In 
my mind that should include NATO. We did not con- 
clude a partnership for peace with Russia for nothing. 
The Netherlands must also try to involve the United 
Nations.” He considers it out of the question for Russia 
to be included in the Council of Europe under such 
circumstances. 


“The 15 EU! [European Union] member states must call 
the Russian ambassadors to account all on the same 
day,” says CDA member De Hoop Scheffer. ““The Neth- 
erlands Government must make it known that one 
cannot sign a treaty on international codes of behavior in 
December and then ignore it by disproportionate vio- 
lence against civilians on 1 January.” [passage omitted] 


‘Excessive’ Force Causes Concern 


BR0901141495 Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in 
Dutch 7 Jan 95 p 3 


[Unattributed report: ‘‘Foreign Affairs Summons 
Ambassador, Demands End to Violence in Chechnya”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Hague—Russian Federation 
Ambassador Leorid Skotnikov was summoned to the 
Foreign Ministry * ‘ Director General of Political Affairs 
M.J. Vos yesterda;. 
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In the absence of [Foreign] Minister Van Mierlo, Vos 
indicated to the ambassador that the Netherlands Gov- 
ernment is very concerned about the continuous use of 
excessive force by the Russian troops in Chechnya, 
although it does recognize the Russian Federation’s 
territorial integrity. 


The Nether!ands Government wants the Russian author- 
ities to immediately stop the violence in Chechnya and 
to start negotiations with the Caucasian republic’s rep- 
resentatives to find a political solution to the problem. 


During the meeting with the ambassador, Vos reiterated 
the Netherlands position that the Organization for Secu- 
rity and Cooperation in Europe is the appropriate forum 
for mediation in the conflict. 


Sesajove Mayor Urges Lifting Ban, Continuing 
ar 


BR0901162595 Hilversum Nederland-1 Television 
Network in Dutch 1900 GMT 7 Jan 95 


{Interview with Sarajevo Mayor (Mohammed Kresevel) 
by Paul Grijpma in Rotterdam on 7 January—Kresevel 
speaks in Serbo-Croat with Dutch subtitles; recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] Peace and 
brotherhood: These are the main topics of the Islamic 
festival that will be held tonight at the Ahoy [concert 
hall] in Rotterdam. It is the first time that the Nether- 
lands Islamic Federation organizes such a major 
meeting. An important guest tonight will be the mayor of 
Sarajevo. [passage omitted] 


[Grijpma] One of the prominent guests tonight is the 
mayor of Sarajevo. He will provide more information 
about the situation in his city. 


[Kresevel, identified by screen caption only as former 
mayor of Sarajevo, name not given] There is very little 
food in the city, and there is an energy shortage. One day 
one part of the city has gas, the next day the other. They 
have to take turns, so the homes are heated only every 
other day. 


[Grijpma] The mayor is still not sure about the future of 
the peace process. 


[Sarajevo mayor] If [Bosnian Serb leader] Karadzic does 
not accept the Contact Group’s latest plan, peace is still 
a long way off. They [the Bosnian Serbs] have already 
rejected three proposals. We have to defend ourselves 
and liberate the occupied territory, which is 70 percent 
of Bosnia. 


[Grijpma] So this means a continuation of the war? 


[Sarajevo mayor] Yes, this certainly means a continua- 
tion of the war. We are waiting for the U.S. Congress to 
lift the arms embargo, not exactly to obtain arms, but 
mainly to be able to reach an eguivalent position so that 
Karadzic takes the negotiations seriously. 


{Grijpma] On 28 January, the Sarajevo mayor wants to 
invite 100 mayors of European cities to his city. 
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Major Views Referendums, Euroskeptics 


MS0901152095 London BBC Television Network in 
English 0815 GMT 8 Jan 95 


[Interview with Prime Minister John Major by David 
Frost; from the “Breakfast with Frost” program—live] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [Passage omitted] [Frost] 
What has the period of solitude, or not solitude but 
family peace and quict, while you were thinking over 
Christmas or New Year, have you emerged from all that 
warmer or cooler toward the idea of a referendum? 


[Major] Let’s have a look at what a referenda might be 
used for—now the near-term case for a referendum 
would be the outcome of the conference amongst the 
European nations, the so-called Intergovernmental Con- 
ference [IGC] in 1996, I don’t believe anything is going 
to happen in that conference that would remotely justify 
a referendum. I don’t think it’s going to deal with 
constitutional matters. The agenda isn’t entirely clear 
yet, but much of what is clear is the sort of agenda that 
we, the British, would actually like to see. So I don’t 
believe it’s likely that anything is going to happen of 
constitutional change that would require a referendum 
in 1996. But I would have two of three points to make 
about that—firstly I don’t believe anything will happen 
to justify a referendum, secondly if anything that 
involves significant constitutional change were raised in 
the 1996 IGC, we, the British, would not accept it, so the 
question of a referendum would not arise. 


[Frost] We would not accept it being raised? 


[Major] “’e would not accept it in the negotiations, I 
can’t stop anybody raising anything at the IGC, but I 
don’t think the time is appropriate now for constitu- 
tional change. The Maastricht Treaty was very contro- 
versial, more controversial across Europe, not just in this 
country, than many people recognize, that is becoming 
increasingly apparent. Now that needs to settle down, 
the high tide of federalism as I’ve referred to it in the past 
I think is now on the decline. I’ve no intention of adding 
to it in the 1996 IGC, so I will not accept constitutional 
change that impacts upon the British Parliament. That is 
the first point. If in some fashion I cannot fathom 
something emerging from that conference that I wasn’t 
able to block, I don’t think that can be the case, but if 
that were to be the case, then I would certainly keep open 
the option of a referendum in 1996. But the only real 
reason for anybody offering a referendum on the IGC in 
1996 would be if they were prepared to accept constitu- 
tional change in the negotiations, such as the ending of 
the veto, a qualified majority vote being extended, 
massive new powers for the European Parliament, or a 
firm commitment to single currency. Anybody offering a 
firm referendum at this stage, before the negotiations 
have started, before we see what is in it in 1996, can only 
be doing so because they would expect to negotiate away 
one or other of those safeguards, and I don’t, and I won't. 


FBIS-WEU-95-006 
10 January 1995 


[Frost] And you'll stand firm in that sense so that you 
can really guarantee accepting this unforeseen circum- 
stance that nothing will be agreed unanimously that will 
need a referendum? 


[Majoz! Well it needs to be... 


[Frost, interrupting] Unless it’s an inconceivable hic- 
cup? 


[Major] No one can know the unknown. I can’t be 
certain what will happen in 1996 IGC, I’ve always made 
that plain, I don’t believe anything requiring a refer- 
endum would come forward. If anything does come 
forward that’s consti utionally damaging, constitution- 
ally significant—firstly I won’t accept it, secondly if in 
some way that I cannot at the moment fathom, it 
wriggles through against my opposition, then I would 
keep open the option of a referendum for the British 
people. I don’t believe they wish to see more constitu- 
tional change at the moment, and neither does the 
British Government. 


[Frost] And you would also keep open the later option, 
although you said it may be one parliament or two 
parliaments, or three parliaments, you're still keeping 
open the option of a later referendum on the subject of a 
single currency? 


[Major] Of course, I mean there are many people who 
still fear that we may get a single currency in 1996-1997. 
We won't, we will not get a single currency in 1996-1997. 
Before that could happen, we would have needed almost 
certainly to have been in the exchange mechanism for 
two years, we aren’t in it, no immediate prospect of us 
going back into it. And secondly the Bank of England 
would need to be independent, we have no proposals to 
bring forward legislation for the independence of the 
Bank of England. And thirdly there would need to be a 
proper convergence of economies coming together in 
performance right across Europe. No question of that 
happening before 1996-1997. Now sometimes people 
raise the fear that a single currency will go ahead in 
1996-97. Firstly, it can’t in logic, but secondly, let me 
make the point even clearer—if despite logic, despite the 
commitments that need to be met before it should go 
ahead from the Maastricht Treaty, if despite all that 
other people decided to go ahead in 1996-1997 with a 
single currency, I would not advise the British Parlia- 
ment to follow them. I don’t believe it would be remotely 
appropriate to do it at that stage. 


[Frost] And so you would give a firm lead that wouldn’t 
be a sort of vote, free vote or anything like that? 


[Major] No, I don’t believe the economics are right and 
I don’t believe anybody is going to be remotely ready for 
it. So I don’t think anyone will go ahead, but I know 
some people harbor these fears, they ought to be able to 
lose them. 


[Frost] They can remove them. And also you would rule 
out, obviously, those people who suggest a referendum 
before the IGC, that’s out of the question, is it? 
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[Major] I don’t favor referendum before the IGC, I mean 
a referendum on what, before the IGC. Nothing can stop 
the British Government at any stage in the IGC raising 
any subject it wishes. That is equally true of all the other 
14 governments that are going to be there, so a refer- 
endum prior to the IGC would be a very curious beast 
indeed, and I certainly don’t favor that. 


[Frost] And in terms of people, as they look at the 
referendum and look at the policies that are being 
planned, and so on. Peter Lilly [Secretary of State for 
Social Security], when he was here, said: “we want to go 
united into the next election on what is essentially a 
Euro-skeptical position”, do you agree with that? 


[Major] Well 1t depends what is meant by a Euro- 
skeptical position. I said some years ago that I wanted 
Britain to be in the heart of Europe, very much misun- 
derstood by many people. Many people thought that that 
meant that I was going to be in favor of a federalist 
Europe, well that is not the case. The sort of Europe that 
I’m in favor of is the sort of Europe that I believe we are 
now building, a wider Europe. We have many obliga- 
tions to the people of Central Europe, Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, historical obligations that everyone listening to 
this program will understand. My idea of the right sort of 
Europe is to extend Europe, not leave it as a cosy little 
pattern of Western European nations, but extend it to 
the North with the EFTA [European Free Trade Associ- 
ation] who are now in, three of them. And then to the 
East to Poland, Hungary, the Czech lands, Slovakia, later 
on Romania and Bulgaria, bring them into the demo- 
cratic free market structure of the West. Now I want 
Britain to be in the heart of that movement. We’ve made 
great progress with that in the last couple of years, it’s 
vitally important. Now the more we can proceed with 
that the safer we will make Europe for future genera- 
tions, and I cannot overstate the importance of that. And 
secondly, the more we can achieve that the greater we 
can extend free market principles and the wealth that 
exists in the West further towards the east. What we 
mustn’t have is an artificial economic iron curtain across 
the center of Europe, that would be fatal for the future. 
You cannot have one half of Europe getting prosperous 
and the other half getting relatively poor, so that my sort 
of Europe widens and extends. 


[Frost] But in terms of just the English language, I mean, 
you’ve talked about people who say everything is perfect, 
and people who say everything is hopeless about Europe, 
and then that you and most of the Conservatives Party 
are in the middle, but you would have to say that when 
Peter Lilly uses words like 'Euro-skeptical’ that’s more of 
an anti-Europe word that a pro-Europe word. It’s not a 
neutral word is it? 


[Major] It’s often portrayed as such. The argument is 
often conducted as much by commentators as by practi- 
tioners, I have to say. In extreme terms one is either a 
Europhiliac accepting everything that comes from 
Europe, or a Euro-skeptic accepting nothing. That isn’t 
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the case, and it isn’t Peter Lilly’s position as his own 
record shows. The Cabinet and the vast majority of the 
British nation, never mind the Conservative Party, want 
a pragmatic approach to the future development of the 
European Union and I believe that is the right way for us 
to approzch it. Let us look at what is proposed, is it in the 
interests of this country, is it in the interests of Europe, 
if the answer is no, don’t do it, if the answer is yes, 
pragmatically decide how it can be best implemented 
and then do it. Now that is looking at ideas skeptically, I 
think that is appropriate, but you do need to look at 
them with an open mind, and we do. 


[Frost] Eight-plus-One [Conservative Euro-skeptics], the 
rebels who seem rather unrepentent at the moment, the 
MAIL ON SUNDAY with it’s poll says that locally in the 
consistencies they have to enjoy 60-29 support, and it 
headlines it’s editorial that ‘John Major must welcome 
back his lost sheep”? 


[Major] Let me deal with the two component parts of 
that—firstly the poll itself. What does the poll show in 
terms of people’s attitude? I think it shows two things 
overwhelmingly—firstly that many people are concerned 
about what they perceive as the direction in which 
Europe might go in the future, they are very worried 
about that. They dislike the day-to-day intrusions into 
their life, what Douglas Hurd [Foreign Minister] has 
called the nooks and crannies of British life, and their 
concern, very concerned in the case of millions of people 
about how the Community might develop in the future, 
that is reflected in the poll. The second thing that is 
reflected in the poll is the immense desire amongst 
Conservative supporters across the country, not just 
Conservative members, but the 14 million people who 
voted for the Conservative Party in record numbers at 
the last election, for the Conservative Party to be united 
and to build on the sort of program we set out in our 
1992 election manifesto, and are building on that. 
There’s that great demand for unity... 


{Frost, interrupting] Doesn’t that mean though that the 
sooner you can get them back the better, because as long 
as they are out there they are advertising this thing which 
you Say is very damaging, disunity, and you can change 
that by bringing them back in? 


[Major] I was coming directly to that point. The Eight- 
plus-One, the Nine are all Conservatives. Many people 
would say they are very blue Conservatives indeed, in 
the sense of being very true blue to the hawkish wing of 
the Conservative Party, they care about Conservative 
principles. On one issue they share few fears about the 
future of the future development of Europe, and they are 
not yet reassured by the Government’s stance. Elsewhere 
across the range of Government activities they support 
the Government, they are very Conservative, they fight 
very hard for the Conservative cause. Over the weeks 
ahead I believe they are going to show that. They will 
show that with their support in Parliament, they will 
show that with what they say, I hope they are going to 
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show that with the way they vote. Now as they do that, | 
think overwhelmingly... [changes thought] let me pro- 
duce for you a provocative thesis—on Europe the things 
that unite the Conservative Party are far greater than the 
very high profil: subjects that divide it. I believe we can 
bring the Co.servative Party together, I believe the Nine 
who are beyond the Conservative whip at the moment 
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will be looking for opportunities to come back, I would 
like to have them back, but they’ve got to come back 
when they are content and we are content that we are all 
marching in the same direction. The sooner that can be 
achieved, the better, and that opinion poll indicates that 
is what Conservative supporters wish as well. [passage 
omitted] 
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Coalition Disagrees Over Stand on Chechen 
Conflict 


AU1001131195 Hamburg WELT AM SONNTAG in 
German 8 Jan 95 p 3 


{““H.V./Sche./DPA” report: “Government Discusses 
Sanctions Against Russia” 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn—Yesterday Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, Christian Democratic Union [CDU], 
rejected sanctions against Russia because of the war in 
Caucasus. 


Kohl, who held a 30-minute telephone conversation with 
Yeltsin this week and expressed “concern about the 
amount of violence used,” said that, despite all criticism, 
Yeltsin must be supported by the West so that the reform 
process continues. 


At the moment nothing can be achieved with threatening 
gestures, the chancellor said in an interview for the 
““Hundert.6” radio station. One must not give the 
impression that the West is interested !m the dissolution 
of Russia. Russia remains a big military power, which is 
why the preservation of the country is of utmost impor- 
tance for Europe. 


In contrast to Kohl, at the closed meeting of the Chris- 
tian Social Union [CSU] land group, FRG Finance 
Minister Theo Waigel (CSU), reminded Russia’s Gov- 
ernment that most of the West's financial aid is linked to 
the progress of the reforms. If the reforms are not 
continued, “any aid would be seed sown on frozen 
ground.” Waigel called on the West not to rely solely on 
one person. 


On the other hand, Rudolf Seiters, deputy chairman of 
the CDU/CSU group, who is responsible for foreign 
policy, supports Kohl's action. He told WELT AM 
SONNTAG: “Particularly in such a difficult situation 
one can often achieve more by acting quietly than by 
loud recommendations on the open market.” 


At the closed meeting of the CSU Bundestag land group 
in Wildbad Kreuth, Yegor Gaydar, chairman of the 
strongest democratic group in the Russian Parliament, 
called on the West to exert pressure on President Yeltsin 
by all means. The reform politician noted that Yeltsin 
still has the power to change course before developments 
get out of control. If the attacks on Groznyy continue, a 
“terrible partisan war”’ is imminent in Chechnya. 


CSU Land Group Chairman Michael Gold told WELT 
AM SONNTAG that Germany has the “utmost interest” 
in not having the Chechen conflict abused by forces that 
want to turn back the wheel of history in Russia in a 
“terrible way.” This would “only strengthen these 
forces.” 


FRG Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkei has called on 
Yeltsin to assert himself “‘as quickly as possible” over his 
armed forces. “It must not be,” Kinkel told WELT AM 
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SONNTAG “that the Russian president announces mea- 
sures such as the cessation of the bombing of civilian 
goals that are then quite obviously undermined by the 
Russian military. Ways must immediately be found to 
solve the problem at the negotiating table. This also 
includes an offer tor autonomy to Chechnya.” 


Cooperation With U.S. Recommended 


AU0901152095 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 9 Jan 95 p 1 


[“fy.”-attributed commentary: “Along With Washington 
Would Be the Best Way”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The atrocities of the war in 
Chechnya provoke outrage, despair, and grief. But as a 
political reaction this is not enough. The Christian 
Democratic Union/Christian Social Union, Social Dem- 
ocratic Party of Germany, and Free Democratic Party 
are obviously closer on the question about what the 
reaction should be than some of their statements seem to 
indicate. The speakers of the parties not only appear to 
be aware of how small the possibilities of influencing are; 
there 1s probably also tacit agreement that the possible 
consequences of a secession of Chechnya from the Rus- 
sian Federation must be considered. Federal Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl has clearly stated Germany's interest in 
Russia’s exisience. That is good. Politicians must con- 
sider in time who would be in a position, in the event of 
the disintegration of Russia, to control and maintain 
nuclear power plants, nuclear missiles, and atom 
bombs—briefly, everything that forms part of the Soviet 


legacy. 


This viewpoint is not necessarily that of Germany’s 
partners in the European Union. The fact that there are 
also diametrically opposed opinions among them on 
foreign policy issues is shown by their position on the 
conflict in the former Yugoslavia. Here Bonn has grad- 
ually given up its initial political support for the indi- 
vidual republics in favor of the policy pursued by Paris 
and London. In this respect, the wish played a role not to 
destroy completely the appearance of a common foreign 
and security policy in the European Union; this image 
had been blurred anyway. It is true that this was a loss of 
prestige, but it could be coped with politically. 


Regarding Russia, the situation is different. If European 
member states were to try to enforce a common policy 
that would entail the danger of a return of the old conflict 
between Germany and Russia, Bonn could not accept it 
right away. Germany's interest in a good relationship 
with Moscow exists—not because of Yeltsin, but because 
of geopolitical conditions. Such interest could be met 
best by means of close cooperation with the United 
States. In this respect, Bonn and Washington must 
proceed from identical facts. 
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Defense Minister Views Bosnia, NATO Missions 
AU0901142595 Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
9 Jan 95 pp 23-25 


[Interview with German Defense Minister Volker Ruehe 
by Dirk Koch and Stefan Austin in Berlin; date not 
given: “We Are Not Pushing In”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [DER SPIEGEL] Mr. Ruehe, do 
you view the Chechen insurgents not as fighters for the 
self-determination of a people subjugated t' the Rus- 
sians, but separatists? 


[Ruehe] As far as international law is concerned, 
Chechnya is clearly a part of Russia. We are not con- 
cerned about sympathy for Dudayev. He is indeed a 
separatist who has not shunned from using force, for 
example in order to twist the election results. For us, the 
important question is to what extent Russia, as a partner 
of the West, will be changed by the brutal way in which 
it is handling this internal problem. Further reforms and 
cooperation could be in jeopardy. 


[DER SPIEGEL] So nothing has come of the “common 
European home” extolled by Mikhail Gorbachev? 


[Ruehe] A country that wants to live in the common 
European home must adhere to the standards laid down 
by the OSCE [Organization for Security sand Coopera- 
tion in Europe], in other words, in Chechnya, it must 
respect the relativity of resources and human rights. By 
the way, in accordance with the 1992-94 Vienna docu- 
ment on confidence-building measures and security, 
Russia should have announced the deployment of 
ground forces if at least 9,000 men are involved. Apart 
from that, such deployments are subject to international 
observation if 13,000 or more men are involved. Russia 
should have invited observers after 72 hours at the latest. 


[DER SPIEGEL] The OSCE does not envisage any 
sanctions for such violations of the rules. 


[Ruehe] I am not saying that contacts with Russia should 
be broken off. I merely want to make it clear which 
agreements of international importance are being disre- 
garded by Russia. One cannot gloss them over; that 
would help no one, neither Russia nor us. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Do you insist that the Bundeswehr and 
Russian Army, which is now carrying out a slaughter in 
Groznyy, should cooperate militarily? 


{[Ruehe] The Russian Army is storming Groznyy on 
orders from those politically responsible, and ultimately 
on the president's orders. What is remarkable is that this 
has been criticized inside parliament, in the media, even 
inside the military. It would be wrong to sever links now. 
Therefore I am adhering firmly to the agreements that 
have been reached. One must meet the other party and 
talk to him. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Will the German-Russian maneuvers 
in St. Petersburg in summer still take place? 
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[Ruehe] The Russian side has now informed us that the 
exercise must be postponed. In any case, now that the 
Russian forces have left Germany, it is important for 
European security and for German- Russian relations 
that we cooperate, such as in peace missions, and also 
that we undertake joint training. From the angle of 
today’s events, I firmly adhere to this cooperation. It 
would be quite wrong to break contacts. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Which is worse for Yeltsin, that he 
started the war in the Caucasus, or that he cannot win it 
as quickly as he expected? 


{Ruehe] The war is harming the reformist forces in 
Russia, even if it ends in military success. After all, the 
support for it is coming from the other side, from the 
Russian nationalist Zhirinovskiy and his cronies. 


{DER SPIEGEL] Have the Germans supported Yeltsin 
too long and too strongly? 


{[Ruehe] We have not supported only him. I and many 
other people have also maintained contacts with the 
other reformist forces. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Will you receive Russian Defense 
Minister Grachev in March, as planned? 


[Ruehe] The invitation stands. The exact date has not 
been fixed yet. Without a positive development in 
Russia, there can be no stability in Europe. Therefore 
one cannot give up, even if the process lasts longer than 
one generation. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Should a forward-looking policy not 
consider the fact that following the collapse of the Soviet 
Union, not even the Russian Federation can be pre- 
served in its present form? 


{Ruehe] Changes are always possible if they are made 
peacefully and in mutual agreement, but never with 
force. There are more or less 1,200 ethnic groups in the 
world, and 200 countries. If every single group wanted to 
create a country in its own way, the effect would be more 
destructive than modern weapons. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Do you base this conclusion on the 
chaos in former Yugoslavia? 


{Ruehe] Perhaps. 


[DER SPIEGEL] In 1991, when Hans-Dietrich Gen- 
scher was still foreign minister, the Germans forced 
through the recognition of the independence of Croatia 
and Slovenia against resistance from Paris, London, and 
Washington. Thus, in the eyes if the western parties, the 
Germans bear coresponsibility for the developments in 
Yugoslavia. Is that correct? 


[Ruehe] I consider that a distortion of history. When 
Tito died, there was no question of keeping the Yugoslav 
state together. Had there been enormous joint pressure 
on Belgrade from the Americans, Russians, French, and 
British, there might have been a chance of creating a 
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loose federation. The pressure was absent. However, as 
soon as tanks rolled into Slovenia and Croatia long 
before the recognition of their independence, the chance 
disappeared. The heavy conflict was caused by efforts to 
create a Great Serbia according to the motto “Wherever 
Serbs live is Serbia.” 


[DER SPIEGEL] The Germans are about to become 
entangled in the chaos in Bosnia. 


[Ruehe] We have supplied 10 percent of the total aid to 
Bosnia, by means of over 1,000 flights at great danger to 
the pilots. That is a positive entanglement. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Fifty years after the end of the war, you 
are planning to send German soldiers into combat again, 
soldiers who are not undergoing military service for the 
purposes of self-defense or for the implementation of 
NATO commitments. 


[Ruehe] The Constitutional Court ruling has provided 
the legal basis for Germany to participate in NATO 
out-of-area operations. We cannot turn our backs when 
NATO is faced with a military challenge. That is the 
most important matter. Now, concrete plans are being 
drawn up for a situation that no one wants but one that 
cannot be ruled out—the pullout of the UN Blue Hel- 
mets under hostile conditions. We approved the deploy- 
ment of the Blue Helmets for good political reasons. We 
encouraged NATO, acting under UN auspices, to pre- 
vent worse things in Bosnia. In talks with the U.S. 
Congress, we will also insist that the peace process not be 
torpedoed by, for instance, lifting the arms embargo. In 
future, Germany should politically support only those 
NATO actions in which it is also prepared to participate 
militarily. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Can one also express what you said the 
other way round, that in future the Germans will not 
approve everything that NATO does? 


[Ruehe] That depends on the specific situation and the 
region in which NATO would go into action at the 
United Nation’s request. The United Nations also has to 
rely on other regional organizations. For instance, I am 
opposed to operations in Africa in the future. The OAU 
itself should establish Blue Helmet units, in whose 
training the United Nations could assist and provide 
logistical support. I say we should concentrate on Europe 
and its surroundings. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Your friend, Klaus Kinkel, would like 
to see the Bundeswehr active all around the world. 


[Ruehe] | am opposed to worldwide deployment, who- 
ever asks for it. But I think my colleague Klaus Kinkel 
shares my reservations. /fter all, there might also be 
parts of Europe where the deployment of German sol- 
diers would be more of a problem than a solution. 


[DER SPIEGEL] By deploying Tornados against Serbian 
anti- aircraft missiles whether to cover the pullout of the 
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Blue Helmets or to protect supply flights, Germany 
would become a party to the war. 


{Ruehe] What do you mean party to the war? 


[DER SPIEGEL] The Germans would shoot Serbs dead. 
Do you accept the risk that the conflict might not be 
contained, but exacerbated? 


[Ruehe] Indeed we would become parties to the war, if 
we are concerned with protecting the lives of Danish, 
French, and British Blue Helmet soldiers during the 
pullout. No one denies that this is an encouragement to 
the war. But the Blue Helmets would be withdrawn, and 
that would be the end of the maiter. 


[DER SPIEGEL] It cannot be the end of the matter if 
Bosnia is left to its fate. 


[Ruehe] Right now NATO is making concrete plans; that 
fact alone 1s having a beneficial effect. It is no coinci- 
dence that we have managed to conclude a cease-fire 
now. Each of the parties knows what will happen when 
the Blue Helmets withdraw. To this extent, our partici- 
pation in this planning is anything but an encouragement 
to the warfare. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Can you imagine German Tornados 
deployed to protect supply flights? 


[Ruehe] No decision has been reached on this. But 
basically, the coalition believes it possible. If the popu- 
lation is completely without supplies, there is a moral 
duty to protect the delivery of supplies also by military 
means. | think a realization of this fact has contributed 
to the sudden improvement in the delivery of supplies. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Mr. Ruehe, German politics is making 
a considerable about-turn. Until unification, war as a 
tool of politics, even as a threat, was unthinkable. The 
only purpose of war then was to defend NATO. But 
today, the Bundeswehr, and hence the defense minister 
as well, are playing a quite different role. 


[Ruehe] Of course our situation within the United 
Nations has changed now that we are no longer a divided 
country. We have sent soldiers to Cambodia, Somalia, 
and Iraq. 


[DER SPIEGEL] But those were humanitarian opera- 
tions. Now we are faced with combat operations. 


{[Ruehe] The United Nations is not waging war in the 
Balkans, it is merely trying to heave the peace process 
out of its difficult situation. We support the United 
Nations in this. No defense minister is fond of sending 
soldiers out to fight. We are not rushing. One also cannot 
simply put Germany into a situation like any other 
situation just by snapping one’s fingers. As far as the 
extent of deployment is concerned, we are not going to 
emulate anyone, certainly not the Americans, but neither 
the English or the French. They have different traditions. 
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{DER SPIEGEL] Is the defense minister's political 
weight greater than before? 


[Ruehe] In security policy, we are dealing with a com- 
pletely new situation. In international relations, the 
Federal Republic’s position depends much more on the 
defense minister than it did before. Today I spend as 
much time with central and eastern European defense 
ministers as with western European ones. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Do you agree with the following sen- 
tence: “More often than not, politics involves the provi- 
sion of support by means of credible military options.” 


[Ruehe] On the whole, I would not say so. 


[DER SPIEGEL] That is the way in which Foreign 
Minister Kinkel praised you in the Bundestag. 


[Ruehe] The major decisions are reached by the govern- 
ment and Bundestag. The defense minister bears great 
responsibility for their implementation. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Mr. Ruehe, thank you for this inter- 
view. (endall) 


SPD on Protective Measures for UN 
Bosnia t 


LD0901180195 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1713 
GMT 9 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—The Social 
Democratic Party presidium agrees, according to its 
chairman Rudolf Scharping, that Germany should par- 
ticipate in protective measures in the event of a possible 
withdrawal of UN blue helmet troops from Bosnia. 
However, this should not involve combat missions or the 
risk of “stumbling into a war,” Scharping said in Bonn 
today following a meeting of the party presidium. The 
actual methods will have to be examined under these 
preconditions where necessary, he said. 


At the same time, Scharping spoke in favor of main- 
taining the blue helmet presence in former Yugoslavia 
and of strengthening the UN mandate. Neither human- 
itarian aid nor a political settlement to the conflict are 
conceivable without the UN blue helmet troops. He 
spoke out strongly against ideas expressed in the U.S. 
Congress about unilaterally lifting the arms embargo. 
This would lead to an escalation of the conflict in former 
Yugoslavia, he said. 


Plans To Repatriate 40,000 Vietnamese Reported 


LD0901184795 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1735 
GMT 9 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Berlin (DDP/ADN)—According 
to a report by the Berlin-based daily TAGESZEITUNG 
(Tuesday [10 January] edition), Germany plans to repa- 
triate 40,000 Vietnamese living in Germany illegally 
over the next five years, using force if necessary. This, 
the paper writes, is the central point of an agreement 
reached by the German and Vietnamese Governments 
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last Friday, which aims to strengthen economic and 
political ties between the countries as well as intensifying 
cultural links and technological cooperation. A visit to 
Vietnam by Chancellor Helmut Kohl was also being 


prepared. 


Since the demise of the GDR, the German Government 
has repeatedly attempted to persuade Vietnam to accept 
the approximately 40,000 Vietnamese illegally living in 
Germany. Most of them are asylum-seekers who have 
had their applications rejected, and former guest workers 
of the GDR who were not granted residence permits 
after unification. 


In Germany’s view, Vietnam’s refusal to agree to a 
repatriation is in breach of international law. The Viet- 
namese for their part argue that a return of these people 
needs to be carried out in stages, that it has to be 
accompanied by compensation payments, and that com- 
pulsory repatriation must be ruled out. In order to 
increase pressure on Vietnam, Germany has suspended 
economic aid to the country and blocked an important 
trade agreement between Vietnam and the European 
Union. The German cabinet is due to discuss the agree- 
ment on Wednesday. 


Cooperation Accord With Vietnam Signed 
AU0801142295 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network in 
German 1000 GMT 8 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Germany and Vietnam have 
concluded an agreement on political and economic coop- 
eration. According to the Vietnamese news agency VNA, 
Ministers of State Gerd Schmidbauer and Werner Hoyer 
signed the agreement in Ho Chi Minh City, the former 
Saigon. Under the agreement, Germany will increase its 
development aid, extend guarantees for Hermes [credit 
insurance company] credits, and support investments in 
Vietnam. 


The German Embassy in Hanoi said that Federal Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl had accepted an invitation to visit 
Vietnam. The date of the visit has not yet been fixed. 


Police Suspect ‘Missing’ Russian Troops Joined 
Mafia 


AU1001124195 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
10 Jan 95 p 3 


[“‘vk’’-signed report: “Russian Combat Soldiers 
Strengthen Berlin Mafia”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Berlin—A list that has been kept 
secret so far is causing concern among the German 
security authorities: According to information made 
available to DIE WELT, shortly before withdrawing last 
summer, the Russian supreme command in Wuensdorf 
handed over a list containing the names of 150 Russian 
soldiers who had been reported “missing.” 


Police experts are certain that a number of these missing 
soldiers—including specially trained combat soldiers— 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95-006 
10 January 1995 


have joined the Russian Mafia, which is making Berlin 
its logistic headquarters for the Federal Republic. 


A total of 252 members of the Western Group of Russian 
Forces have applied for political asylum in the FRG. 
According to reports that emerged only recently, up to 
400 Soviet soldiers fled from their barracks in East 
Germany each year during the time of the GDR. Many 
of them were shot dead in searches or committed suicide. 


There was a major incident in August 1987, when 
members of the Red Army and East German police 
tracked down a fugitive soldier in Leipzig. The deserter 
was wounded in the ensuing shootout. 


Kinkel Says FDP’s Place Remains in ‘Center’ 
AU0901083295 Berlin DIE WELT in German 7 Jan 95 
p2 


[Report by Martina Fietz: “Kinkel Challenges the Stahl 
Group”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Stuttgart—Yesterday, at its tra- 
ditional Epiphany meeting in Stuttgart, the FDP [Free 
Democratic Party] showed that it was determined to stop 
its series of defeats in landtag elections and lead the 
party out of its crisis. Party leader Klaus Kinkel spoke of 
a “decisive year.”” The upcoming elections in Hesse and 
North Rhine-Westphalia will “be won with an act of 
united strength.” In addition, “the future of the FDP” is 
also at stake, he said. “We do not lack good programs. 
What is lacking is the removal of a few attractive liberal 
ideas from those programs and their representation in a 
resolute, credible and consistent manner.” Kinkel 
assured the audience in the packed state theater that 
“you can rely on the FDP and you can rely on me.” 


On the subject of the dispute over the future course that 
the party should take, Kinkel said that the FDP can do 
without any fighting between factions. The Berlin FDP 
members grouped around former federal advocate gen- 
eral Alexander von Stahl who have called for adjust- 
ments to domestic and legal policies held a discussion on 
their ideas at a Stuttgart hotel on 4 January. About 80 
FDP members and supporters from ail over the country 
attended the meeting. It was stressed that the aim was 
not to split the FDP. “This is the FDP showing itself as 
it is at the grass-roots level and not as it is seen from the 
outside,” said Von Stahl. There was complete agreement 
that the FDP had no future as a fourth left-wing party. 


Speaking yesterday, the party leader warned that “the 
FDP will not and cannot be an exponent of right-wing 
positions. Its place remains in the center.” He called on 
the group around Von Stahl to stop agitating from the 
“back rooms of restaurants and bars,”’ but to engage in a 
broad debate. ““Federal and land party conferences are 
the right place for such ideas.” The chairman of the 
Central Jewish Council, Ignaz Bubis, called the “left- 
right discussion” in his party “nonsense.” He said that 
what was more important was for the FDP to concen- 
trate on its function. It must see to it that there is “as 
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little state intervention as possible and as much state 
intervention as is necessary.” 


The main issue under discussion was the FDP’s renewed 
promise of tax and dues cuts, as well de- 
bureaucratization and the reorganization of the welfare 
state. Kinkel reiterated the FDP’s demand for the abo- 
lition of the solidarity surcharge “as quickly as possible 
and in three years’ time in any event.” General Secretary 
Guido Westerwelle came out firmly against an energy 
tax. The incompatibility of the coal pfennig with the 
Constitution must be used to press ahead with disman- 
tling of subsidies. He said that it was “irresponsible to 
keep nostalgia industries without prospects” alive while 
making economies in the areas such as research and 
education. The new leader of the FDP in Baden- 
Wuerrtemberg, Walter Doering, pointed out that it made 
no sense “to moan” about German companies such as 
Mercedes transferring part of their production abroad. 
Instead, approval procedures have to be simplified and 
taboos about working on Saturdays have to be broken. 


With respect to domestic and legal policy, Kinkel and 
Westerwelle made it clear that the current course would 
be adhered to. “The safeguarding of freedom by the state 
cannot be abused as a pretexi for creating an unfree 
society,” was the general secretary's indirect justification 
for the rejection of demands from within the CDU/CSU 
{Christian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union] 
for more laws to combat organized crime. Kinkel made it 
clear that the FDP would continue to fight for dual 
citizenship. The liberals were fierce in their criticism of 
the SPD [Social Democratic Party of Germany] and the 
Greens. Referring to new foreign policy challenges, 
Kinkel said that the SPD was “incapable of acting at the 
international level and those incapable of government.” 
Westerwelle said that the Greens lacked “the slightest bit 
of knowledge” about the modernization of the economy 
and the social welfare system. 


Daily Says WTO Future Lies in Washington, 
Brussels 


AU0901151995 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 7-8 Jan 95 p 27 


[Commentary by Winfried Muenster: “Geneva’s Mira- 
cle”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Things that take a long time to 
come about are good in the end. After almost nine years 
of difficult negotiations, the new “World Trade Organi- 
zation,” WTO, the successor of GATT, is finally here 
and working. The fact that nu fewer than 117 states, 
which is the majority of the United Nations, were at all 
able to agree on such a well thought-out and carefully 
drawn up body of regulations for world trade is a 
miracle. And if this body of rules were to be really 
respected, this might be seen as the greatest foreign 
policy achievement by the industrialized West since the 
founding of NATO. 
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In fact, the WTO is fitting smoothly into the ranks of 
international postwar institutions, which the West, 
headed by the United States and Great Britain, thought 
up and implemented. In 1947, more than just a “GATT,- 
” a “General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade,” was 
planned to cultivate world trade. The UN “Havana 
Charter” rather intended to put up an “International 
Trade Organization,” ITO, as the third and probably 
most important pillar of an international economic 
system, in addition to the IMF and the World Bank. 


In this organization, GATT was intended only as a 
subdepartment for foreign trade. However, the U.S. 
Senate did not ratify the Havana Charter, and thus a year 
later only 23 willing states managed to implement 
GATT. In their last—eighth—round of negotiations the, 
by then more numerous, GATT partners then managed, 
after all, to expand their free trade rules from pure goods 
exchange to services and intellectual property rights. The 
acronyms of the corresponding agreements are GATS 
[General Agreement on Trade in Service] and TRIPS 
[Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights]. Thus, the WTO forms the roof over 
GATT, GATS, and TRIPS. The old GATT was certainly 
better than nothing, but it was rather powerless. The 
officials in its Secretariat in Geneva had little chance to 
enforce its rules. The very strict protection clause, for 
instance, was circumvented easily with the help of bilat- 
eral so-called export self-restriction agreements. In case 
of controversy, every party involved was able to paralyze 
the arbitration court by means of a veto. Therefore, the 
negotiating partners of the “Uruguay Round” posed 
themselves the priority task of giving their new body of 
rules credibility and a binding nature. They have man- 
aged to do that to a surprising extent, at least on paper. 


One must always remember that the about 500 pages of 
the WTO treaty were not filled with free trade rules in 
the sense of the word but, on the contrary, with provi- 
sions about whether and when free trade may be 
restricted. This is what needed the criteria, and they give 
the WTO its worth. For instance, these criteria include 
specific periods. All accepted import restrictions must be 
abolished after a certain period, either completely or 
gradually. All import restrictions must be notified 
beforehand, which means that they are indirectly subject 
to permission, because otherwise there is a controversy. 
If a controversy cannot be avoided despite notification 
and negotiations, the affected partners to the treaty 
submit themselves to an independent arbitration proce- 
dure, which cannot be blocked. 


Import restrictions in terms of quantity are basically 
prohibited; the only remaining instrument are customs 
duties. In those fields where free trade rules have not yet 
been set down, the partners to the treaty must strive to 
do so over the next few years. And last, but not least: The 
Third World is granted far more protectionism than 
industrial countries. 


Nevertheless, the success of the WTO seems question- 
able, if only because the Uruguay Round did not finish 
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the matter. On the one hand, the two most powerful 
partners to the treaty, the United States and the Euro- 
pean Union, have excluded important economic 
branches from the Sody of rules until further notice, such 
as movies and television, aviation and navigation, and 
financial services. France’s demand, for instance, to 
banish U.S. movies and television films to the smaller 
part of air time in the European Union as well as to have 
the European movie industry subsidized by Brussels 
contradicts the WTO spirit completely. Second. the 
strong protectionist majority of the EU states has tended 
toward ignoring the GATT rules. The import quotas for 
Latin American bananas are the most spectacular 
example. If the European Union maintains its import 
regime, it will collide heads-on with the WTO. Both the 
bananas and the television quota will show whether, with 
it three new member states, the European Union has 
received a majority that is willing to observe the new 
Geneva rules. 


Third, the Uruguay Round did not manage to overcome 
the resistance by the United States and Europe to setting 
down bindingly how importing countries may react to 
export-promoting (or import- impeding) subsidies as 
well as to dumping by the exporting countries. Thus, the 
WTO members continue to determine this themselves, 
and, therefore, countervailing duties and antidumping 
duties will remain the protectionist playground of, in 
particular, the two giants, United States and European 
Union. Shortly before Christmas, the Council of Minis- 
ters in Brussels tightened the antidumping screw a bit 
more. If a Japanese entrepreneur assembled his product 
in the European Union to avoid antidumping duties, it 
was still possible to impose penal duties, according to the 
GATT Secretariat, if at least 70 percent of the individual 
parts were brought in from Japan. Brussels promptly 
reduced this percentage to 60. In summary: The future of 
the WTO lies in Washington and Brussels. 


Russian Reactor in Iran Seen U.S. Policy ‘Failure’ 


AU 1001123595 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHAU in German 10 Jan 95 p 3 


[“fes”-attributed commentary: “Fear of the Bomb"’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Russia is building a nuclear 
power plant in Iran. This news has created the worst 
misgivings, in particular in the United States and Israel. 
These countries are not the only ones to consider the 
bomb in the hands of Islamic fundamentalists as the 
“maximum credible accident.” 


It is absolutely uncertain, however, whether it will come 
to that at all. Nothing is known about the type of the 
reactor that Russia intends to build on the ruins of the 
15-year-old Siemens shell construction. It is not known 
whether it will produce weapons-grade material, or to 
what extent Iran is technically able to build the bomb. 


After all, so far Russia (and earlier the Soviet Union) 
only exported pressurized-water reactors that do not 
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need or spin off weapons-grade material. Nonetheless, 
this much is sure: Continuation of construction of the 
reactor is a sensitive defeat for the United States’ Iran 
policy, which was an embargo policy, with one of the 
most important goals being to keep the rulers in Iran 
away from any nuclear know-how. Obviously this has 
completely failed. 


As difficult as U.S. diplomacy may find a new orienta- 
tion cther than a boycott, is does not have an alternative. 
The time of silence is over, now a dialogue must be held. 
As hard as it is—after all, the almost two years when the 
whole U.S. Embassy was held hostage in the state of the 
Ayatollahs have not been forgotten in the United States. 
But perhaps the new fear of the bomb will make a new 


policy possible. 
Joffe Commentary Views Foreign Policy Neds 


AU0901145795 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 7-8 Jan 95 p 4 


[Josef Joffe commentary: “Medals and Epaulets Do Not 
Make Foreign Policy”} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Punctually at the turn of the year 
our foreign minister repeated an old heart-felt desire: the 
desire for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council. 
In any case, he said that the next two years, during which 
Bonn may only warm up the seat as a rotating member, 
are an “important test run” on the path toward the 
hereditary lease—that Elysium in which the FRG would 
get a seat within the circle of the very big ones, a seat 
with veto power. 


Germany as a true big power—at least as big as Great 
Britain and France, almost as big as the United States, 
China, and Russia—this sounds only reasonable. After 
all, we have the most people and the fattest GDP ir 
Europe; and we have been reunited and fully sovereign 
for five years. Of course, our chief diplomat is over- 
looking two things: The robe of a big power would be too 
big for the Germans and, second, they would not know 
what to do with the braids and epaulets. 


Divided Social Democratic Part; of Germany [SPD] 


Too big? Given its sheer weight, the FRG could certainly 
dress up in the robe of a big power. In addition, last year 
the judges in Karlsruhe untied the straitjacket of an 
alleged constitutional ban, according to which the 
Bundeswehr must be used only to protect the nation and 
the alliance. If Government and Parliament so wish, they 
can now send German troops to Agadir and Beijing, as 
William II did in the past—provided the Bundeswehr 
purchases the necessary transportation equipment and 
the portable arms that it does not have. 


But do the Germans want this at all? In the Gulf War 
some of them hung white blankets out of the windows to 
demonstrate the correct attitude in this way, and most of 
them told opinion researchers that they would prefer to 
live like Switzerland and Sweden. Today two-thirds of 
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them would refuse to provide Tornado planes for the 
operations in Bosnia, even if the point were to bring out 
blue helmet soldiers of allied states. 

This hypothetical case also shows that at least half the 
nation—that half represented by SPD, Greens, and the 
old communists—refuses precisely what constitutes the 
core of a big power: pursuing interests beyond one’s own 
garden—and if need be, by “including other means,” as 
Clausewitz put it. The SPD, which is, after all, a po'en- 
tial government party, has chosen precisely this hypo- 
thetical case to deny Mr. Scharping, the bearer of its 
banner, his leadership. Hardly had he tried to coramit 
the party to the operation than his still-riva! Lafontaine 
countered: “German Tornadoes have no place over 
Bosnia.” Even Norbert Gansel, not a fundamental paci- 
fist, opposes this, because he interprets Scharping’s plan 
as the attempt to make the SPD acceptable for a grand 
coalition. 

If, already, a hypothetical case in the alliance divides the 
SPD, what will happen in an emergency? This is not even 
based on that “forgetfulness of power” which— 
according to a conservative German professor—has 
replaced the old extreme, the “obsession with power.” 
The Second Republic has understood very weil about 
flexing its muscles, in particular after the fall of the Wall. 
Chancellor Kohl forced the speed of unification and 
outmaneuvered the Allies; two years later the politicians 
in Bonn dictated the recognition of Croatia and Slovenia 
against the will of the Americans, British, and French. 


However, this was neither seemly nor skillful, at least 
measured by the resentmenis that these maneuvers left 
in the capital cities of our friends. To put it differently: 
Anyone who wants to be a big power needs not only the 
weight but also the legitimacy. The Germans still do not 
have that—not even 50 years later. Do the epaulets of a 
UN veto power create legitimacy, that is, the conviction 
among the other players that Germany's exercise of 
power is also legitimate? No, this is acquired only 
through action, that is, through a policy that always takes 
others’ interests into consideration and is also willing to 
pay the costs and accept the consequences of noble 
intentions. Anyone who wants to decide about war and 
peace in the Security Council must also accept the bill, 
which is often written in blood. 


The large majority of Germans do not want that—and 
who can criticize them for it? One need not even think 
back to the megalomaniac German past; it is enough to 
look at the present. Somalia, Rwanda, Bosnia—these are 
not wars of interest but wars of conscience, that is, 
interventions based on the weakest foundation of inter- 
national politics. There is no speedy in and out but only 
endless entanglement with an illusionary goal: (re)estab- 
lishing a political order from the outside that has irrevo- 
cably broken down or has never existed. 


Even if the Germans received the golden epaulets (and a 
lot of water will go down the East River before that 
happens)—what would they do with their new dress 
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uniform? The “place in the sun™ that was desired by the 
Germans in the time of William II ieads nowadays 
primarily to sunburn—a lot of wouble and little honor. 
Furthermore, a big power also needs a “big strategy,” 
which the “bigger Germany” is, however, unable to 
formulate. The traditional goals—colonies, land con- 
quest, hegemony—are pointless at a time when power 
can no longer be measured by the number of square 
kilometers. The point is not “granaries™ but profitable 
investment locations; today the Japanese are buying 
Peari Harbor instead of bombing it, as they did in 1941. 


Europe as a Stage © 


However, today too, foreign policy cannot be reduced to 
economic policy. What is the issue then? For Germans it 
is not the UN glass palace in New York that is the 
decisive stage but Europe, where the old—and for Bonn 
so profitable—order is imperceptibly crumbling. Even 
though Russia is far away, the remaining risk is grow- 
ing—just look at the re-imperialization of Moscow's 
policy; therefore, the premiums for the Atlantic insur- 
ance policy must be paid on time. Even though the 
dream of the “United States of Europe” is over, a relapse 
into national sentiments must be braked with all one’s 
strength. Germany's neighbors must not be locked out 
into the drafty “interim Europe”; therefore, Bonn in 
particular must accelerate the integration of these states, 
whose democratic and market economy future is by no 
means ensured yet. 


These three goals—Atlantic anchoring, West European 
cohesion, East European integration—must inspire the 
ambitions of any German foreign minister. Further- 
more, these three goals enjoy the enormous advantage of 
being accepted in the country; therefore, the party mem- 
bership of th > respective minister would be unimportant. 
This is the “test run” by which the foreign policy of the 
“bigger Germany” will be measured—not by pirouettes 
in the New York glass palace. 


Collective Security Concept Called ‘False Hope’ 
AU0801154595 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 6 Jan 95 p 1 


[Editorial by Guenther Gillessen: “Farewell to Collective 
Security” 

[FBIS Translated Text] The United Nations was forecast 
a great future following the end of the East-West conflict. 
It remains good for many things—dialogue between 
large and smali states, the development of international 
law, aid for refugees, health policy, and mediation in 
disputes, as a buffer between warring party during a 
cease fire—but it still accomplishes little with respect to 
a key issue, the establishment and maintenance of peace. 


It should, as Article I states, employ “effective, joint 
measures” to eliminate threats to peace and suppress 
aggression. Conflicts that could lead to the breakdown of 
peace should be dealt with by peaceful means and in 
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accordance with the canons of international law and 
justice. That gives rise to a hazy vision of a community 
that can guarantee the security of its members. The idea 
of a united world and collective security is rather like 
socialism: an excellent idea if only people were different. 
In Bosnia, one is dealing with real people and ethnic 
groups, those who are fighting, others who are arguing 
about who should be helped, and yet others who are 
helpless when it comes to finding a way of establishing a 
reliable peace there. It is these contradictions that shatter 
all the efforts being made by the United Nations and the 
CSCE, even the attempt to name aggressors. 


That all the organizations that have been saddled with 
the responsibility for the disagreement over the war—the 
European Union, the United Nations, the CSCE, and 
NATO—have “failed” is not something for which the 
organizations are to blame. The causes for their failure 
lie with what are always the same differences between 
the same governments and with the fact that states do 
not, as a rule, join organizations that will allow them to 
be outvoted by other states on important issues. The 
principle of unanimity on decisions is one of the precon- 
ditions for the existence of such organizations. The great 
powers would never have joined the United Nations if 
there had been no right of veto. “Collective secunty” 
also depends on that precondition. During the course of 
half a century that has seen hundreds of wars, the United 
Nations was only able to “collectively” stand by mem- 
bers who were the victims of aggression on two occasions 
thanks to exceptional circumstances, in the case of South 
Korea and Kuwait. 


When beautiful ideas need different people or different 
governments to be realized, the fault does not lie with the 
people but with the ideas themselves. “Collective secu- 
rity” belongs to the realm of utopia. Real people and 
states act in accordance with what they perceive as their 
interests. Even when they act together with others in a 
spirit of solidarixvy and accept that there will be sacrifices 
in the form of blood and property, the hope of some kind 
of personal gain in the near or more distant future is 
usually involved. 


That is why it can be assumed that for some time to 
come, real security that can to some extent be relied 
upon will only exist in the form of collective defense— 
that is, in the form of alliances. The foundations of 
alliances are common interests. Alliances also possess a 
partisan character. By contrast, collective security 
requires institutions that are independent of parties and 
interests and can pass judgment, issue instructions, and 
exact obedience in accordance with norms based on law. 
However, neither the United Nations or the CSCE are 
constructed in that way. They may want to see them- 
selves as having international authority, but they can 
only act if all their members share the same opinion. 


If “collective security” were simply an idea conjured up 
by a playful, utopian imagination, one could just shrug 
one’s shoulders and dismiss it or even laugh about it. 
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However, it is an idea that has made an impression on 
many minds. One of the effects is that the United 
Nations or the CSCE acquire a kind of exclusive legiti- 
macy over the use of military means or a “monopoly on 
coercion.” The large degree to which members of deci- 
sionmaking bodies are tied to it.terests is overlooked. 


No one would want to dispute the fact that mankind 
urgently needs to suppress aggression and subject inter- 
vention to stringent rules. However, the rules of interna- 
tional law are something different from the decisions (or 
decisions that are blocked through the principle of una- 
nimity) made by international forums. To accord such 
patently inappropriate organizations a monopoly over 
legitimacy, sanctions, and coercion has a fatal side 
effect—namely, it gradually erodes the legitimacy of 
defensive alliances and hinder them from restoring peace 
and security with their more effective means. Article 51 
of the UN Charter (self-defense and support for UN 
members that are victims of aggression) has reserved 
that freedom for states. However, in the meantime, even 
upright democracies scarcely venture to invoke Article 
51 although it provides a way out of the UN’s self- 
imposed blocking mechanism. 


Such distinctions are of little help to the Bosnians. In 
their case, NATO is prevented from acting by the same 
differences of opinion among the same members in the 
very same way as the United Nations. Nevertheless, an 
alliance composed of democratic states that are con- 
scious of their interests is essentially more reliable than 
the idea of general solidarity on the part of “the world.” 
Collective security is a practicable process for a realistic 
peace policy whereas “collective security” is a false hope. 
That is why the UN, with its propensity for blocking 
decisions, or the Security Council should not be allowed 
to increasingly acquire the right to legitimize all manner 
of military deployments in a way that eclipses the nght of 
states and alliances to practice self-defense and provide 
assistance, and to do so vis-a-vis third parties too, in 
accordance with Article 51. 


EU Antidumping Policy Seen Effort To Prevent 
Imports 

AU0901 143195 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 6-7 Jan 95 p 6 


{“bag”-attributed report: “Brussels’ Measure in Antid- 
umping Undiminished”} 


[FBIS Translated Text} Duesseldorf, 5 January—The 
European Union's [EU] antidumping sanctions are not a 
correction of “unfair” prices but an effort to prevent 
imports at the smallest pussible risk. This is the conclu- 
sion drawn in a study by the European Economic 
Research Center (ZEW) in Mannheim. In the 1990's, 
too, the trend to make intensive use of antidumping 
procedures ts undiminished. 


By 31 December 1991, the cutoff date, the authors of the 
study counted 143 antidumping sanctions imposed 
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against 30 countries. In 96 cases, they were punitive 
tariffs, and in 47 cases, the producers who were accused 
of dumping had “voluntarily” bound themselves to ask 
certain minimum prices. 


The countries that were affected the most by far were 
Japan and China, each accounting for 19 

They were followed by South Korea (11), the CIS repub- 
lics and Yugoslavia (7 each), Romania (7), and the 
CSFR, which at that time was still undivided, Poland, 
and Turkey (6 each). 

The prerequisite for imposing sanctions by the commis- 
sion is real dumping, with the price of a product having 
to be lower in the EU than in the producer country, in a 
third country, or lower than a mathematical value that 
must comprise the cost p.us an adequate profit. 


Results of Procedures Not Verifiable 


According to the ZEW, the commission has developed a 
particular liking for such fictitious values. That is why it 
is impossible to verify the results objectively. The 
authors of the study say that the large scopes of action 
turn the antidumping procedures into an “effective 
protectionist weapon.” 

Another prerequisite for a procedure in Brussels is the 
harm done to domestic industry. The advantage that 
manufacturers or consumers of low-cost products from 
outside the EU have does not interest the commission. 
For the third prerequisite—sanctions must be in the 
Community's interest-—there are no EU regulations 
defining such interest in detail. 


According to the ZEW study, it is obvious that the 


is China. At the cutoff date, the country only had a 3 
percent share in EU imports, but was the target of 13 
percent of all valid sanctions. The ZEW experts see the 
United States at the other end of the margin, which 
supplied 26 percent of the imports and was affected by 
only 2 percent of the sanctions. 


Japan, Hong Kong, Brazil, Taiwan, and Indonesia. The 
authors conclude that the commission obviously applies 
antidumping measures particularly carefuily if the risk of 
retalistory measures is particularly large. The extraordi- 
narily cautious treatment of the United States as well as 
Sweden and Austria (which at that time were not EU 
members) suggests this. 


Only Few Sanctions in the Area of Electronics 


At the cutoff date, only a fourth of the sanctions were 
imposed on threshold countries, which are often consid- 
ered as new, annoying competitors, whereas their share 
in total imports amounted to 1! percent. There are 
considerable inconsistencies regarding individual coun- 
tries in this group. Compared with its share in imports, 
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South Korea was subjected to particularly many antid- 
umping measures (7.5 percent to 2 percent). The same 
holds true for Mexico and Turkey. Malaysia and Singa- 
pore, on the other hand, are affected below-proportion. 


The picture in Eastern Europe is consistent. By the end 
of 1991, 26 percent of the antidumping measures were 
directed against these countries, their share in EU 
imports amounted to 4.3 percent. However, some of the 
sanctions at that time stemmed from the time before the 


change in the political system, ZEW experts stress. 
Breaking down the antidumping sanctions by branches 
clearly shows that the chemical sector was particularly 
affected. A total of 79 measures, meaning 56 percent of 
all sanctions, were directed against this branch. Most of 
the products involved were basic or raw materials. 


The share of the metal (1! percent), textile (10 percent), 
and engineering (9 percent) branches was clearly lower. 
The study notes that the share of sanctions imposed in 
the electronics sector was amazingly low. This branch 
was affected by only 8 percent of all sanctions. With the 
exception of two measures, they all affected Japan and 
South Korea. 


U.S. Trade Sanctions Against China Calied 
‘Correct’ 


AU0801202495 Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 
6 Jan 95 p 15 


{Commentary by Nikolaus Piper: “Giant Seeking Access 
to World Markets”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] All the great words of last year 
about human rights and ethics in trade with China have 
died down. Between the People’s Republic and the West, 
the massacre on Tiananmen Square is no longer at issue. 
Business has priority. It is not forced labor or inhuman 
working conditions that are on the agenda, but access to 
the Chinese market and the protection of intellectual 
property, meaning complaints about pirated copies of 
video cassettes, CDs and CD-ROMs. The change of 
topics is sobering but corresponds to the realistic real- 
ization that the world’s most populous country simply 
cannot be forced into democracy by means of trade 
sanctions. 


But now U.S. Trade Representative Mickey Kantor is 
threatening to impose punitive tariffs on the People’s 
Republic for a list of goods worth $2.8 billion if the 
Chinese authorities fail to take more action 
against those product pirates who allegedly copy 75 
million CDs illegally every year. The reactions of trade 
politicians in Beijing were marked by irreconcilability— 
they talk about “barbaric” threats and have announced 
tough steps against U.S. importers and investors. 


The sabre-rattling may only be the “storm before the 
calm,” Kantor believes, but it also shows how long it will 
take China with all its contradictions to find an appro- 
priate place in the wcrid economy—a developing 


It is true that the Americans are using indelicate means 
in their feud with China, but their goals are correct— 
opening of the market, transparency, and equal stan- 
dards in world trade. It is correct to urge the Chinese 
leadership to yield to these standards more rapidly. A 
national economy comprising one-fifth of mankind and 
growing at a rate of over 10 percent annually is too 
powrful to claim special conditions for years to come. 
Against the United States, the People’s Republic pro- 
duces a trade surplus of almost $30 billion. It is only 
legitimate for the Americans to demand that it come 
about legally. By the way, those suffering from product 
piracy of Chinese firms are not only U.S. entertainment 
concerns but also the German engineering sector. 


Finally, there is also a connection between trade and 
human rights issues. It is an illusion to believe that trade 
and commerce automatically lead to democracy. How- 
ever, openness and commitment to certain rules that the 
United States has demanded as a prerequisite for 
China's equal participation in the blessings of world 
trade could in the long term very well also change the 
country internally. 


Commentary FDP New Year Congress 
*Lackluster’ - 


AU0901120495 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
7-8 Jan 95 pl 


[Martina Fietz commentary: “Stagnating Debate”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Free Democratic Party 
[FDP] leaders express satisfaction: After the fiasco of the 
party congress in Gera, they managed to get over the 
Epiphany meeting in Stuttgart. The party is demon- 
strating confidence, harmony, determination. The audi- 
ence in Baden-Wuerttemberg, where the liberals enjoy 
more popularity than elsewhere, graciously applauded. 
In particular Chairman Kinkel, who was severely dam- 
7" tenance aaa 


The message of the traditional meeting at the beginning 


of the year provides, however, little ground for hoping 
that the FDP will indeed find a way out of its crisis. It 
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will muddle through. The announced debate about the 
program, with which it promised renewal before the 
Bundestag elections, has not been set in motion. In 
Stuttgart it remained a peripheral issue, decorated with 
the ambiguous promise that one will, in any case, remain 
in the center. In addition, there was the assurance, which 
sounded slightly anxious, that the party would not in any 
event move toward the right. 


The Berlin party members around Alexander von Stahl, 
who do not see any chance of the FDP as a fourth leftist 
party, must now face the discussion in the party that they 
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avoided in Stuttgart. The party leadership should also 
face up to this debate and show fairness in the process. A 
liberal nature, which is supposed to convince the voter, 
must be reflected in the unbiased way one deals with 
each other—toward the right and toward the left. 


The meeting in Stuttgart leaves the impression of being 
lackluster. In Hesse and North Rhine-Westphalia 
Landtag elections will be held in February and May. The 
FDP has only a few weeks left to convince the voters why 
they should vote for it. 
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Juppe Views Iraq’s ’Aziz Visit; UK Criticism 
Noted 

BR1?°1082095 Paris LIBERATION in French 7 Jan 95 
p12 


[Christophe Boltanski report: “Tariq "Aziz Visit to Paris 
Partly Breaks Iraq’s Isolation”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] France is soon to rccpen a 
special interests office in Bagdad. This decision, which 
has been pending for several months now, was finally 
announced on Friday [6 January] by Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe after a long meeting at the Foreign Ministry 
in Paris with Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq ’Aziz. 


[passage omitted] 


Speaking at a news conference on Friday morning, Alain 
Juppe said: “A degree of progress has been made, 
although much remains to be done.” The foreign min- 
ister was careful not to sound too upbeat on the subject 
of the meeting, doubtless in an attempt to allay the 
criticisms of those who suspect France of wanting to 
renew relations with old friends. 


Alain Juppe pointed out that he had asked the Iraqis on 
a number of occasions to respect all UN resolutions. Also 
during his meeting with Tarig ’Aziz he raised the issue of 
the missing Kuwaitis. Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Richard Duque also indicated that France had informed 
its partners of Tariq ’Aziz’s visit. 


Despite these precautions—carefully worded statements 
and actions of protocol—the French initiative was 
severely criticized by Great Britain. A Foreign Office 
communique of 6 January reproached France for not 
having consulted its European partners before making its 
decision: ““To date, no member state of the European 
Union has reopened special interest offices of this kind 
in Bagdad.” 


By welcoming French representation in the country and 
sending one of its leaders to Paris, the Ba’th regime has 
partially broken out of the diplomatic isolation it has been 
in for four years. The Gulf war coalition has disintegrated 
in recent months. France, Russia, and China again clashed 
with the hard core (the United States and Great Britain) at 
the end of December when they asked the UN Security 
Council to note the generally positive report drawn up by 
the special UN mission charged with inspecting the Iraqi 
disarmament activities. 


In exchange for its diplomatic efforts, France hopes to 
obtain a number of economic advantages. Tariq ’Aziz is 
also to meet privately with major French company 
bosses. They did not wait for his trip to Paris to reforge 
links with Iraq. Gilles Munier, general secretary of the 
AFICE (France-Iraq Economic Cooperation Council) 
said: “Not a month goes by without a representative of 
Elf or Total [oil companies] visiting Bagdad.” The 
AFICE is preparing an “economic open-days” event in 
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Bagdad at the end of February. [passage omitted on ’Aziz 
to depart for UN headquarters] 


Committed to UN Monitoring Iraqi Military 
BR1001081895 Paris LES ECHOS in French 9 Jan 94 
p6 


[Article by Michel de Grandi: “France Will Open Up a 
Special Interests Section in Iraq”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] France is now on the verge of 
opening a special interests section in Baghdad. French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe announced the opening of 
the office on Friday [6 January] at the end of talks with 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Tariq ’Aziz, while at the 
same time specifying that French interests will be repre- 
sented by Romania. [passage omitted] 


Multilateral Logic 


On several accounts this French decision is hardly sur- 
prising. At a strictly bilateral level the French decision 
fits in with the logic of reciprocity, for Baghdad has had 
an economic office open in Paris since the autumn of 
1993, represented by Morocco. Furthermore, the 
reopening of the French section had been on the cards 
for several months, but then had to be postponed, 
primarily because of the renewed heightening of tension 
between Iraq and the international community last fall. 


Even if “it is a technical measure intended to deal with 
material questions associated with the breakdown of 
diplomatic relations with Iraq,” as Alan Juppe explained 
it, there can be no doubt that it will also enable French 
interests there to be defended more effectively. For more 
than a year now, a large number of enterprises have 
already headed back to Baghdad, either by themselves or 
by participating in trade missions, such as one organized 
by the National Committee of French Employers last 
year. 


The French decision also fits in with a multilateral line of 
logic, since Paris is conducting an active policy aimed at 
bringing Iraq back into the international fold. By 
returning to Baghdad, France is showing the economic 
interest that this country could represent among those 
countries in favor of loosening the trade sanctions 
imposed on Iraq by the United Nations in 1990, while at 
the same time insisting that Baghdad respect all the UN 
resolutions imposed on it since the Gulf War. 


“A certain amount of progress has been made, but work 
remains to be done,” the French minister said before 
going on to express his hope that “progress could be 
made” within the UN Security Council. “The stalemate 
situation is helping nobody,” Alain Juppe went on, 
underlining his desire to see that “the cooperation 
between Iraq and the UN Special Committee can con- 
tinue its work in such a way that progress can be made on 
the implementation of the continued system for moni- 
toring Iraq’s military capabilities.” 
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Surprise 9¢ US, UK criticism of Iraq Move 


AU0901150495 Paris AFP in English 1353 GMT 
9 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Jan 9 (AFP)}—France 
said on Monday [9 January] it was “very surprised” at 
international criticism of its decision to open a French 
interest section in Baghdad for the first time since the 
1991 Gulf War. 


A Foreign Ministry spokesman said that the United 
States and Britain—the two main critics of France’s 
announcement last Friday—had already taken similar 
diplomatic steps. 


“We are very surprised by the British and American 
comments,” said ministry spokesman Richard Duque, 
saying that Britain had allowed Tehran to open an Iraqi 
interests section in London in 1991. well before Paris in 
September 1993. 


He added that the United States had “since 1991 had an 
operation in the buildings of the American Embassy (in 
Baghdad), under a Polish flag.” 


He said the French interests section “will oniy be dif- 
ferent from this operation in that there will be a French 
diplomat accompanied by a limited staff.” 


The US State Department on Friday attacked France’s 
decision, which was announced after a visit by Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tarig ’Aziz to Paris. “Now is not 
the time to make gestures towards Iraq,” said spokes- 
woman Christine Shelly. 


“We don’t consider it helpful or constructive,” she said. 


in London the Foreign Office said: “This is not the 
moment to relax the pressure on Iraq to comply fully 
with UN requirements,” adding: “There has becn no 
prior European Union coordination” on re-opening rela- 
tions with Baghdad. 


Duque said that “all European capitals were informed 
before the announcement of the French decision,” as 
were Washington and countries in the region, notably 
Kuwait. 


Juppe Outlines EU Presidency Priorities 
BRO901132595 Paris LIBERATION in French 9 Jan 95 
pp 6,7 


[Interview with French Foreign Minister Alain Juppe by 
Jacques Amalric and Patrick Sabatier; place and date not 
given: “Priority to Growth and Security”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [LIBERATION] Is the French 
term as president of the European Union [EU] which has 
just started not likely to be handicapped by the French 
domestic political context? 


[Juppe] Not at all. Our priorities were the subject of an 
agreement by all the state authorities. They will be 
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presented by the president of the republic to the Euro- 
pean Parliament in Strasbourg on 17 January. And his 
speech will have been prepared in close liaison with the 
prime minister’s office and the Foreign Ministry. 


[LIBERATION] What are these priorities? 


[Juppe] First, all aspects of growth and employment. We 
are convinced that bringing the Europeans closer to 
Europe means first convincing them that Europe has 
something valuable to add to the questions which are of 
daily concern to them, primarily that of employment. 
The second main priority is security because, here too, 
we are convinced that Europe will only acquire an 
identity the day when it is equipped with a real collective 
security system. The third priority is the rebalancing of 
the EU’s external relations. A great deal has been done 
over the years in relations with ceniral Europe, and that 
was necessary. It must be continued, but at the same 
time we must develop our efforts with regard to the 
Mediterranean. The fourth priority will be culture and 
education, and the fifth wili be social questions. Finally, 
we will have to launch the process of drawing up the 
1996 Intergovernmental Conference by starting to con- 
sider institutional reform. 


[LIBERATION] In the security sphere, can you be more 
specific with regard to the plans which the French 
presidency wishes to put forward? 


{Juppe] Yes, there is first the conclusion of the Confer- 
ence on Stability in Paris on 20 and 2! March. On that 
occasion, we will be in a position to have a “basket” of 
bilateral agreements between a number of central and 
East European countries—agreements which will deal 
with minority questions, the inviolability of borders, and 
good neighborly relations. The second plan is the 
strengthening of the Western European Union and its 
operational content. In this respect, it will be necessary 
to implement the plan announced by France and Ger- 
many for an embryonic arms agency and the European 
satellite observation project. Finally, we hope that the 
Union will be able to uphold a consistent and strong 
position on the indefinite and unconditional extension 
of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty. In the sphere of 
domestic security, it is under the French presidency that 
the Europol convention will finally be concluded. 


[LIBERATION] France has traditionally raised the 
question of the Mediterranean for years, but it is difficult 
to see what it means in practice... 


[Juppe] I think that it is no longer just a tradition. We 
want to successfully conclude the negotiations on a 
number of bilateral agreements. The agreements with 
Israel and Tunisia are virtually settled. With Morocco 
the process is less advanced and will require a strong 
initiative by France. We would also like to break the 
deadlock on the Customs Union with Turkey and we 
intend to organize a new association council meeting 
with that country in March. 
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[LIBERATION] Why has any discussion on Europe's 
institutional reform been postponed until after the 
French term as president? 


[Juppe] We have not postponed anything. The timetable 
was established in Corfu in June 1994. The issue is so 
complex that all the member states wish to give them- 
selves some time. There is a debate in Germany, in 
Britain, and elsewhere... But, in the first six months of 
1995, we will have to draft the Council of Ministers’ 
report on the functioning of the Union Treaty. The 
prime minister also put forward in Essen the idea of a 
memorandum establishing the list of questions to be 
tackled with a view to the 1996 conference. A list of 
questions is already providing the basis for the debate. 
From June, the so called “Ioannina” working group, 
which is due to prepare for the 1996 conference in a 
more operational way, will be formed to start its work in 
July. 


[LIBERATION] Is this debate on the future vision of 
Europe not complicated in France by the fact that within 
the majority itself, and perhaps within the government, 
the same vision does not exist? 


[Juppe] There is no problem within the government. 
Within the majority, there is no doubt that there may be 
disagreements or differences of approach here and there. 
But I see that a number of points of consensus have 
already been established. The first is that Europe must be 
expanded. This is a historic necessity and is in the 
interests of France and Europe. From this stems the need 
for a far-reaching institutional reform, quite simply 
because a Europe with 25 or 30 members cannot func- 
tion like a Europe with 6 or 12 members. The second 
point of consensus is that this expanded Europe must not 
become a free trade area. It must accept the Community 
achievement, in other words the big market, the 
common external tariff, and a number of common 
policies. The third point of consensus is that in this new 
Europe not everybody will go at the same speed, not 
everybody will do everything at the same time. There 
will be what I call strengthened solidarities. This idea is 
already enshrined in the Maastricht Treaty in the mon- 
etary sphere. Security and military cooperation may be a 
second sphere of increased solidarity... 


[LIBERATION] Do the increased solidarities to which 
you refer fit in with Mr. Balladur’s concentric circles? 


[Juppe] It is the same idea. There will in fact be several 
circles of increased solidarity: Britain, for instance, is 
strongly involved in security questions, but it does not 
wish to be in the monetary circle. What is vital is that 
France and Germany should be jointly present in all 
these circles of increased solidarity. 


[LIBERATION] Do these ideas not imply that the 
Europe of the future will function in the intergovern- 
mental way? 


[Juppe] The answer lies in the Maastricht Treaty which 
has already established the three pillars. The Community 
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pillar rests on transfers of sovereignty and mechanisms 
which are not intergovernmental. But the pillar on 
common foreign policy and security and the pillar on 
domestic affairs and justice rest on intergovernmental 
mechanisms. For many years to come, or even several 
decades, European security policy and foreign policy will 
be intergovernmental policies. 


[LIBERATION] Some people suspect that France wishes 
to counterbalance Germany’s influence by a rapproche- 
ment with Britain. 


[Juppe] There is unanimity in France for admitting that 
if France and Germany do not agree, nothing will 
happen in Europe. The Franco-German relationship is 
absolutely fundamental, in the etymological sense of the 
term. Does this rule out any special relationship with 
other nations? No. It is true that for two years, we have 
had closer relations with Britain than in the past. The 
situation in Bosnia, where we have acted in complete 
harmony for two years, is a factor which helped to bring 
that about. It is also true that in the security sphere, the 
Chartres summit made it possible to open up a number 
of common prospects. 


[LIBERATION] Do you think that the goal of the 1996 
process should be a radical reshaping of the Union or 
simply a development of Rome and Maastricht? 


[Juppe] The objective which we must have is that it 
should not simply be a window-dressing process, a 
simple adjustment of a particular system of balance. 
Alain Lamassoure (the minister delegate for European 
affairs—LIBERATION editor's note) and | have called 
for a real “‘refounding act.”’ Will we succeed? The expe- 
rience of the next two years will tell. A refounding act 
means Calling into question a number of accepted ideas, 
established situations. And as this will be decided unan- 
imously, you see the difficulty of the exercise. In our 
view, the Council of Ministers must continue to be the 
driving force of the action and the holder of political 
legitimacy. This implies a consideration of the represen- 
tative nature of this Council and the balance of the votes 
within it. More importance will probably have to be 
given to the demographic element. 


I do not think the Commission should be reduced to the 
role of a simple secretariat, but its working methods 
should probably be rationalized, and questions should 
probably be asked about its staffing levels, especially if 
we are moving toward 25 states and it should be 
reminded that in many cases it implements the Council's 
mandates. Finally, there is the question of Parliament, 
more specifically of the democratic control of the func- 
tioning of the European institutions. Here too, there may 
be a debate. Some of our partners tend to think that 
increasing Openness and democracy necessarily depends 
on strengthening the European Parliament. | think that 
democracy is the European Parliament but also the 
national parliaments. They must therefore be given a 
greater role in the decisionmaking system. 
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[LIBERATION] What you are describing is quite dif- 
ferent from the model proposed by the German Chris- 
tian Democratic Union and German Christian Social 
Union which advocates a European hard core... 


[Juppe] Chancellor Kohl has explicitly stated that this 
document is not binding on Germany. There is no reason 
for us to adopt a position on a document which only 
expresses the views of a group of deputies. 


[LIBERATION] Are you sure that France and Germany 
will be able to find an area of agreement? 


[Juppe] We must not be naive. There will be differences 
of opinion, particularly on the functioning of the insti- 
tutions. But we will find areas of agreement. I think that 
the problem will come from the small countries which 
are relatively less important in the demographic sphere. 
Will France and Germany be capable of creating an 
impetus and making sufficiently balanced proposals to 
overcome these resistances? The success of the 1996 
conference will depend on that. 


[LIBERATION] The first crisis for the French presi- 
dency is Chechnya, What can Europe do? 


[Juppe] Chechnya is part of the Russian Federation. 
Respect for the principle of sovereignty and territorial 
integrity is one of the fundamental rules of international 
life. But the OSCE [Organization for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe, formerly the CSCE] member states 
have made pledges and have recognized a mutual right to 
monitor what happens within their own national territo- 
ries. On that basis we asked the OSCE presidency on 2 
January to approach Moscow. The troika of the EU has 
also asked Moscow to accept an OSCE fact-finding and 
advisory mission. Russia has agreed. What we are asking 
is that the violent clashes and bloodshed should be 
ended, and a political solution sought with the OSCE’s 
cooperation. 


[LIBERATION] If Moscow does not respond, should we 
go further and envisage economic pressures? 


[Juppe] If the situation continued to deteriorate, if the 
repression continued and if human rights were once 
again flouted, we would have other means of taking 
action. Russia is a candidate to join the Council of 
Europe. There is also a partnership agreement between 
Russia and the EU. It contains a clause on human rights. 


Balladur Comments on Presidential Election 
Campaign 

LD1001120895 Paris LCI Television in French 1100 
GMT 10 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] This morning, while addressing 
his New Year's greetings to the press corps at Hotel 
Matignon, Edouard Balladur touched on the presidential 
election campaign, but without revealing his own inten- 
tions. The following is an extract from the prime minis- 
ter’s statement. 


[Begin Balladur recording] The presidential election, as 
General de Gaulle wished it to be, lets the people speak. 
The day of the presidential election is a day of great 
freedom for the French. Great freedom, because they 
must make their choice without referring to anyone’s 
watchword. It is also a day of great responsibility as, 
because they must choose the person whom they 
believe—rightly or wrongly—to be the best suited to 
pilot the necessary changes in our country. That is what 
General de Gaulle wanted, and I think that we should— 
in any case, I think that I must-——remain faithful to that 


message. [end recording] 


= Fears Paris-Bonn Dispute May Deadlock 
1996 IGC 


BRO0901141995 Paris LIBERATION in French 9 Jan 95 
p7 


{Commentary by Jean Quatremer: “Paris-Bonn Axis 
Tested by 1996”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] “The year 1995 has come too 
soon,” a French diplomat recently lamented. With the 
cacophony among the 15 countries of the European 
Union [EU] increasing with less than one year to go 
before the opening of the Intergovernmental Conference 
(IGC) tasked with revising the Maastricht Treaty, there 
is indeed reason to fear the worst: What agreement can 
there be between Bonn, which wants more federalism, 
London which wants less, and Paris which wants both or 
even the opposite? Or even between the big countries, 
which want to reduce the influence of the others and the 
small countries, which refuse to contemplate that? Or 
even between the rich countries, which want to reduce 
the cost of financial solidarity, and the poor countries, 
which are clinging to what has been achieved? In other 
words the chances of the 1996 IGC being deadlocked 
have never seemed as strong as they do at the beginning 
of this year. 


The main worry in Brussels circles is less the inflexibility 
shown by Britain than the persistent Franco-German 


disagreements. 


Many, even in French diplomatic circles, regret that 
Paris has still not understood that the days when the 
German partner agreed to align with French positions 
are over. From this viewpoint, the Maastricht Treaty will 
not be repeated (for instance, Bonn resigned itself to 
accepting the single currency without really receiving 
anything in return in the political sphere). 


More Federalism, Less Federalism? 


The document produced by the German Christian Dem- 
ocratic parliamentary group opportunely reaffirmed—as 
did the decree of the Karlsruehe Constitutional Court 
before it—that essentially the Germans are now clearly 
stating that if European integration is to be pursued, it 
will be pursued on certain conditions, especially in the 
sphere of democratizing the institutions, or even greater 
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federalism. This time, it will therefore be up to the 
French partner to make some concessions to ensure that 
the Paris-Bonn axis can continue to play its role as the 
driving force of European building. 


However, neither the statements of [Foreign Minister] 
Alain Juppe—a strong supporter of Chirac [president of 
the Rally for the Republic}—nor those of Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur (in an article published by LE MONDE 
at the end of November) indicate that Paris is prepared to 
adopt such a course. Both men refuse to give the European 
Parliament greater powers, to increase the sphere of the 
qualified majority, to abandon the right of veto or the 
governmental system—unanimous decision without inter- 
ference by the European Commission or the European 
Parliament—which is paralyzing the common foreign and 
security policy and internal security. 


Franco-British Rapprochement 


Similarly, Alain Juppe’s “increased solidarities” are 
merely a distant echo of the “hard core” desired by the 
Germans which would bring together a group of states 
determined to speed up their integration on a quasi- 
federal model; the French foreign minister’s aim is to 
enable countries, which might be different in each case, 
to go further in specific areas. However, since there 
cannot be a different European Parliament and Commis- 
sion each time, that amounts to making the intergovern- 
mental system the model, as he admits. 


France therefore seems to be moving closer to the British 
ideas. However, Paris cannot please both London and 
Bonn. Using the Maastricht method with the Germans 
again (a spoonful of federalism and a ladleful of inter- 
governmentalism) is likely to alienate them permanently 
from European building, as the Christian Democratic 
Union-Christian Social Union document reaffirms. 


However, it is clear that opportunities for development 
exist: First it would be untrue to turn the Germans into 
the fundamentalists of European federalism. Second, 
Paris is pursuing conflicting objectives and it will have to 
choose when the time comes: For instance, reducing the 
relative influence of the small countries with a view to an 
expanded Europe means increasing the sphere of quali- 
fied majority voting. Finally, France knows that Ger- 
many will not abandon the German mark on just any 
conditions: The future president of the republic will have 
to decide whether the single currency is worth some 
concession to federalism. 


Need for Good Relations With Germany 


BR1001081595 Paris LE MONDE in French 
7 Jan 94 p 3 


[Editorial: “Inevitable Germany”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The burial of Jacques Delors’ 
candidacy for the French presidential election has set the 
record straight in Bonn. Whatever regrets Chancellor 
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Kohl might have at seeing his two European fellows, 
Francois Mitterrand and Jacques Delors, leaving the 
limelight, a page has been turned in the book of French- 
German relations. By visiting Edouard Balladur in Cha- 
monix on Thursday 5 January, after having received 
Jacques Chirac [president of the Rally for the Republic] 
in Bonn in December, Helmut Kohl has taken note. 


Reelected on 16 October, the chancellor swore that in his 
last period in office he will continue with the work of 
Maastricht and make the process of European integra- 
tion irreversible. He only has until 1998 and the end of 
the life of the new German legislature—so little time— 
and he cannot choose who his interlocutors will be. 


After the crushing victory of the parties of the French 
right in 1993, the return in strength of the anti- 
Maastricht campaigners and the neo-Gaullists made 
Bonn fearful that France’s European policy would be 
paralyzed. Conquerors with their vision of Europe, the 
German conservatives feared a frosty France that would 
start to look in on itself. However, the caution of 
Francois Mitterrand and the unspoken words of the 
period of cohabitation fortunately made it possible to go 
on as if nothing had happened... at the risk of letting 
misunderstandings develop. 


The great merit of the document published by the 
Scheuble-Lamers Christian Democrats, recommending a 
federal Europe driven by a hard core, is that it sparked 
an essential debate. Despite the reservations expressed 
on the German proposals for reforming the European 
institutions, Jacques Chirac and Edouard Balladur both 
reaffirmed their commitment to the French-German 
axis. There is therefore room for discussion. 


The private visit of the chancellor to Chamonix which 
was arranged in November came at precisely the right 
time. The hijacking of the Air France airbus in Algeria 
and terrorist threats against Western representatives in 
Algiers all reminded Germany that it could not concern 
itself solely with its eastern borders. 


The enlargement of the European Union to the north 
and east only makes sense if the stability of the south is 
maintained. French- German understanding, with all the 
patience and explanations that that implies, is necessary 
now more than ever. The chancellor’s gesture of course 
pleased the French prime minister who is preparing to 
enter the campaign and who had too often in the past felt 
neglected by his German interlocutors. The semantic 
quibbling about the nature of a Europe that is being 
made up as it goes along must not cloud the fact that 
major progress has been made in recent years. The 
declarations of Yves-Thibault de Silguy, new French 
commissioner in Brussels and one of Balladur’s men, 
when he told the European Parliament on 4 December of 
the importance of sticking to the Maastricht timetable 
shows that there is still much scope for understanding. 
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Article Views U.S. Stand on Chechen Issue 


BR1001081795 Paris LIBERATION in French 9 Jan 94 
pl2 


{Article by Pierre Briancon: “Boris Yeltsin’s Fate Gives 
Clinton Cause for Concern”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Washington—Wary of not 
defending to the bitter end a Russian Government and 
president still “friendly” but now seriously encumbered, 
the Clinton administration has finally decided to dis- 
tance itself somewhat from Boris Yeltsin and the Rus- 
sian Government. 


This stance was officially set out in a letter from Clinton 
to the Russian president, the existence of which was 
revealed by the White House on Friday [6 January]. 


No longer is Washington happy merely to describe the 
Chechen crisis as a Russian “domestic matter.” 


Of course, this is not yet an open criticism of Boris 
Yeltsin’s government and in his letter Bill Clinton 
simply expresses his wish to see the crisis resolved 
through peaceful dialogue and for Russia to accept the 
mediation of European countries in the framework of the 
CSCE. In diplomatic terms, the purpose of the letter 
cannot be clearer: The United States is not simply 
concerned about the development of the crisis itself, but 
rather about the deeper consequences it will have for the 
Moscow regime. 


Al Gore, one of the few members of the administration 
to speak on the issue, has made the U.S. stance clear, 
indicating that America had offered some “constructive 
suggestions” on “the way in which we think they could 
avoid the harm they are inflicting on themselves”— 
speaking of course about the Russians. There is no better 
way of saying that, at least where Western opinion is 
concerned, Russia is the main victim of recent events, 
perhaps even before being the military victim. There- 
fore, Washington is now talking much more of civilian 
victims than it is of the famous “territorial integrity” of 
Russia which should be preserved. 


Of course, it is Boris Yeltsin’s fate more than the fate of 
the Chechen people which concerns Washington. U.S. 
Government officials are increasingly unsure of the 
Russian president’s actual control over the situation. 
The cautious Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
refuses to commit on the issue. He is to meet with his 
Russian counterpart Andrey Kozyrev on |7 January and 
will at least have a better idea of the intentions of the 
Russian Government. 


In Washington, much as everywhere else, nobody holds 
out much hope for the chances of a possible “dialogue,” 
even if it were given a lot of media coverage, between the 
two warring parties. It is thought that Yeltsin would 
doubtless be ready to grant Chechnya so much autonomy 
to give it its de facto independence. However, Chechen 
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“President” Dudayev has made the symbolic indepen- 
dence of his country a question of principle. 


While Washington would like to see a cease-fire to calm 
things down, the U.S. Administration is wondering 
whether it is not now too late for this kind of dialogue. 
They would like to determine which is the least dan- 
gerous course of action for Boris Yeltsin and his political 
survival: The loss of Chechnya or getting bogged down in 
an uncertain war. 


European Security, NATO Enlargement Discussed 
95P20327B 


[FBIS Media Note] 


Alliance Must Be Redefined 


Despite NATO’s failures in Bosnia, it would be “crazy” 
to “bury the United Nations, NATO, and Europe” and 
hand over the continent’s future to national coalitions 
that are “more or less allied, more or less in agreement.” 
This was asserted by Professor Nicole Gnesotto, assis- 
tant to the director of the French Institute for Interna- 
tional Relations (IFRI), in a commentary published in 
the 23 December Paris daily LIBERATION. According 
to Gnesotto, NATO's problems stem from public dis- 
agreements between Americans and Europeans and from 
NATO’s inability to manage missions. This has led to 
NATO’s “discredit” in the eyes of “victims, aggressors, 
members and candidates for integration alike.” U.S. 
acceptance of the European position in Bosnia can be 
seen as a wish to “at least save NATO by extracting it 
from the Bosnian quagmire.” The debate on NATO 
enlargement to include Central and East European coun- 
tries can be seen as an attempt to recover the organiza- 
tion’s shaken legitimacy in the East, Gnesotto wrote. 
NATO enlargement is like “squaring a circle,” she con- 
tinued. Since it must be acceptable to Russia, the 
emphasis has been placed on collective security and 
crisis management. However, this risks “diluting the 
very heart of the Euro-Atlantic relationship,” which 
envisions the obligation for collective- -including 
nuclear—defense between American and European 
members. The “paradox,” Gnesotto continued, is that 
while NATO extension presupposes changing the orga- 
nization’s mission for Russian reasons, NATO’s internal 
needs presuppose the continuation of collective self- 
defense for European reasons. Thus no formula has yet 
been found to allay concerns about the future of the 
Euro-American security contract. Given U.S. “incon- 
stancy, ambiguity, and unpredictability” and uncer- 
tainty about Russia, Europe would be the loser in a new 
security architecture, Gnosotto wrote. Consequently, the 
European Union’s (EU) 1996 intergovernmental confer- 
ence will have to deal with more important issues than 
the “simple technical adjustment of the Maastricht 
Treaty to integrate three more countries,” Gnesotto 
asserted. Europeans need to redefine a “grand strategy 
for the durable management of the Vancouver- 
Viadivostok area.” Three issues must be pondered. First, 
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NATO enlargement must go hand-in-hand with the 
deepening of the European Union's [EU] defense, 
making EU “strategic solidarity and risk-sharing con- 
tractual, compulsory, and automatic.” The addition of a 
collective self-defense provision in the Maastricht 
Treaty, while not “realistic” for the short term, is the 
“only long-term logic for a political union worthy of its 
name.” In the interval, the WEU would be the hard 
nucleus of the EU in defense matters. Second, the 
Euro-Atlantic relationship should be redefined on new 
political, economic, and military bases. Since the NATO 
framework is “restrictive,” the time for a “real bilateral 
global cooperation and joint defense treaty between 
North America and the EU has perhaps come.” Third, 
Russia should not be granted a veto right over European- 
U.S. relations but should be offered security guarantees 
on its Western border. The conclusion of a nonaggres- 
sion pact with Russia by an EU that has solved its 
enlargement and defense problems, with the United 
States as cosignatory, entails more political advantages 
than military risks, Gnesotto concluded. 


Europe Seen Key to NATO Extension 


The Bosnian conflict has demonstrated that Europe 
possesses no military system besides NATO, “whose key 
is American” and which presupposes a land war no one 
wants, wrote Claude Imbert in an editorial in the 10 
December Paris weekly LE POINT. This “demonstrated 
impotence” fosters a sense of “painful defeatism” in 
Europe, as well as the perception that the entire spec- 
trum of European security must be redefined. Europe 
holds some advantages in this process, as Germany, 
France, and Britain have “learned to take care of their 
differences,” Imbert commented. However, Europe has 
not crossed the threshold that would allow it to be 
militarily self-sufficient. Russia remains a superpower 
able to create military and ecological difficulties. 
Moscow continues to claim “encirclement” as soon as 
the West talks of associating Poland, Hungary, and the 
Czech Republic to NATO. At the same time, Russia is 
working to recover the “prodigal” republics of the 
former Soviet Union and restore its influence over its 
former satellites. The West has only three or four years to 
obtain from a weakened Moscow the right to protect 
those who ask for such protection. The main pillar of this 
protection should be European. According to Imbert, 
“Europe’s principal goal is peace and not economic 
health.” 


Chirac Addresses Election Issues 


95ES0056A Paris LE MONDE in French 17 Dec 94 
p 16 


[Article by Bruno Causse: “Chirac Denounces ‘Climate 
of Political Fiction’ Fostered by ‘Undeclared Candi- 
dates””] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Lyons—Jacques Chirac was 


scheduled to visit the Lyons area on Friday and Sat- 
urday, 16 and 17 December, to meet with social and 
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economic workers in the suburbs. On Friday evening he 
was to speak at a regional rally at Eurexpo, where 4,000 
RPR [Rally for the Republic] members and sympa- 
thizers were expected. He will be welcomed by Charles 
Millon (UDF-PR [French Democratic Union- 
Republican Party]), president of the Rhone-Alpes 
Region and possible candidate in the presidential elec- 
tion, who announced in a communique on Friday 16 
December that he would welcome any other candidate 
from the majority “in the same way.” In an interview 
published in LE PROGRES on Friday, Chirac 
denounced the attitude of candidates in the presidential 
election who are candidates “without saying so.” 


‘Social Redeployment’ 

“We are navigating among alleged and undeclared can- 
didates who, whether intentionally or not, are fostering a 
climate of political fiction,” the mayor of Paris explained 
without ever mentioning Edouard Balladur. He added: 
“It is as if they want to evade the real issues and dictate 
a choice to the voters under hypnosis. Our elites are 
thoroughly enjoying a largely unreal debate concerned 
mainly with the supposed intentions of this or that 
person in front of ordinary French people who are rather 
dismayed. That is not a presidential election,” the mayor 
of Paris continued. 


“Making proposals, engaging in dialogue, and per- 
suading people that change is necessary—a change that 
must be equitable, concerted, understood, and supported 
by the people. That is what the election this May must 
make possible,” said Chirac, who has chosen “an awak- 
ening” and “permanent debate between status quo and 
change” as the keynotes of his candidacy. “The future 
president of the republic will have the mission of giving 
the necessary impetus to the changes which were over- 
whelmingly approved by the voters in 1993 but which 
could not be implemented during the transitional period 
of cohabitation,” he explained. Chirac hopes that politi- 
cians will “recapture power” from technocracy, which is 
“conservative by definition” and “reluctant to under- 
take the thoroughgoing reforms that are necessary.” 


Concerning the policy on suburbs, for example, which is 
the main topic during his visit to Lyons, Chirac claimed 
that cities “‘“must again become the crucible where our 
values and freedoms are forged.” He regards establish- 
ment of the ZEP’s (priority education zones) as a favor- 
able move, but “if we do not provide the ZEP’s with 
smaller classes, differentiated teaching, and teachers who 
are motivated both by the financial benefits and by 
better career prospects, they will serve no purpose,” 
Chirac said. 


He explained: “To be more efficient, public services 
must not be the same everywhere: beefed-up services 
should be provided in the places that need them the 
most.” According to Chirac, “social redeployment” 

must be implemented in the same way as industrial 
conversion: with the tax benefits that were granted in 
1987, when he was prime minister, to areas experiencing 
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economic difficulty. “We must take the necessary steps 
to ensure the eventual integration of those who were 
born in this country and wish to become French,” he 
emphasized, and he advocated a policy of “security” in 
response to the growth of a “mafia” economy in those 
areas which “are beyond the law.” 


Presidential Candidacies Viewed 
95P20327C 
[FBIS Media Note] 


Poll Results Favor Balladur, Lang 


The 17 December Paris weekly LE POINT published the 
results of an IPSOS/LE POINT poll conducted on 14 
December among 1,039 registered voters. Respondents 
were first asked to indicate, from a list submitted to 
them, the two best candidates from the Socialist Party 
(PS) for the May 1995 presidential elections. Former 
Minister of Culture Jack Lang came first with 48 percent 
of the vote (60 percent among socialist sympathizers). 
He was followed by former Minister of Health Bernard 
Kouchner with 33 percent (35 percent among socialist 
voters), PS luminary Pierre Mauroy with 31 percent (30 
percent among socialist partisans), former Minister of 
Justice Robert Badinter with 27 percent (35 percent 
among socialist voters), and PS official Lionel Jospin 
with 19 percent (22 percent among socialist sympathiz- 
ers). Some 18 percent of the respondents (6 percent of 
socialist voters) did not answer. 


Respondents then were asked to choose the two best 
presidential candidates from the Union for French 
Democracy (UDF). Raymond Barre was the choice of 54 
percent of the respondents (52 percent of UDF sympa- 
thizers). He was followed by Senate President Rene 
Monory with 37 percent (35 percent among UDF 
voters), Valery Giscard d’Estaing with 34 percent (35 
percent among UDF followers), newly elected head of 
the Republican Party Francois Bayrou with 27 percent 
(38 percent among UDF voters), and declared candidate 
Charles Millon with 13 percent (7 percent among UDF 
sympathizers). Some 14 percent (7 percent of UDF 
voters) did not answer. 


Regardless of the choices they were given, a majority of 
respondents picked Balladur as their first round prefer- 
ence, with pluralities ranging from a high of 31 percent 
to a low of 24 percent. When respondents were asked to 
choose between Balladur and Lang in a second round, 
the former won with 52 percent, while the latter received 
48 percent. Some 13 percent did not express a voting 
intention. 


Barre Weighs Candidacy 


According to a brief article in the 17 December Paris 
weekly LE POINT, Raymond Barre does not exclude 
having a “window of opportunity” to run for the presi- 
dency, though not before the end of January. Barre, 71, 
does not want to “abandon” Europe to the Euroskeptics, 
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the article reported; he will do nothing to “make life 
easier” for the partisans of Rally for the Republic (RPR) 
leader Jacques Chirac and will not accept to be only a 
“pro forma” candidate in 1995. 


Rocard Attempts To Buy Time 


PS secretary general Henri Emmanueili promised that 
the name of the party’s presidential candidate will be 
disclosed by 4 February. However, former Prime Min- 
ister Michel Rocard feels that the designation of the 
candidate is not a pressing matter, reported an article in 
the 23 December Paris daily LIBERATION. According 
to the article, Rocard is thus giving himself time to 
ponder a presidential run despite his earlier rejection of 
a candidacy in favor of Jacques Delors. Delors’ with- 
drawal “astonished” Rocard, who is now attempting to 
“fill the vacuum” left by Delors with intensified activity 
and attacks against the current situation of the PS, which 
he compares to a “field of ruins.” The change in political 
circumstances may allow Rocard to launch a presidential 
race, but that will require time. This may be the reason 
for his rejection of Emmanuelli’s deadline, the article 
concluded. 


Presidential Primaries Get ‘Death Sentence’ 
95P20290A 


[FBIS Media Note] Recent reporting on the presidential 
campaign by the Paris daily LIBERATION focused on 
the failure to organize primaries to select a candidate for 
the ruling center Right coalition. 


Task Force Fails To Organize Primaries 


The Rally for the Republic (RPR)-Union for French 
Democracy (UDF) parliamentary task force on presiden- 
tial primaries declared that such primaries were “impos- 
sible to organize,” reported an article in the 2 December 
Paris daily LIBERATION. The “most ardent advocate” 
of primaries, Minister of Interior Charles Pasqua, imme- 
diately announced that “my work is finished...primaries 
are the job of the political parties.” The article cited the 
task force officials’ “requiem” as stating that “beyond 
the numerous technical difficulties” that were not 
solved, the officials felt that the effect on public opinion 
of “heavily contested” primaries would be a “disas- 
trous” undermining of the winner's legitimacy. 


The “death sentence” on the primaries had been antici- 
pated by the RPR and the UDF, the article continued. 
Chirac partisans tried not to show much jubilation, while 
Balladur sympathizers attempted to portray themselves 
as the “last defenders” of the primaries so as to place the 
blame for the lack of unity on Chirac’s supporters. 
According to the article, “Balladurian” Jacques Baumel 
declared that “this is a first-class funeral prepared by 
those who have never wanted the French to reveal their 
preference before the first electoral round.” For his part, 
Baliadur no longer speaks of a “unity candidate” but 
mentions the need for a “candidacy that can rally” many 
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different groups, without mentioning whether he intends 
to embody that candidacy—something the article called 
“obvious.” 

Chirac ‘Hara-Kiri’ Doubted 

By “quietly burying” the primaries, the center Right 
coalition returned to its “natural state,” said an article in 
the 2 December LIBERATION. It now has at least four 
presidential candidates: Chirac, Balladur, Philippe de 
Villiers, and Charles Millon. Balladur hopes that two or 
three of them will “defect” before the first round, but 
this is by no means certain. The less popular candidates, 
including Chirac, are being asked by “Balladurians” to 
“commit hara-kiri on the altar of the polls,” the article 
concluded. 


Juppe Asks for UDF ‘Victory’ Committee 


An article in the 9 December LIBERATION reported 
that being an “experienced political analyst,” Chirac had 
been “deeply convinced” that European Union (EU) 
Commission President Jacques Delors would not run 
because “his wife and daughter are against it.” Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Alain Juppe shared Chirac’s convic- 
tion, but not for the same reason, the article contended. 
Reportedly, German Chancellor Helmut Kohl had con- 
fided to Juppe that he had heard directly from Delors 
that Delors would not be a candidate. Juppe, the article 
said, “grabbed this opportunity to launch an offensive 
against Balladur’” by requesting from UDF secretary 
general Francois Bayrou the rapid creation of a national 
committee “for the victory of a presidential candidate 
from the majority.” Juppe affirmed in his message to 
Bayrou that voters are now convinced that there will be 
many presidential candidates on the Right——meaning, 
the article noted, that Chirac is “determined” to go to 
the end, contrary to the hopes of the “Balladurians.” 
With his request for a “victory” committee, Juppe is also 
aiming at Pasqua, who intended to transform local 
committees for the primaries into “committees for 
union” to serve a: Balladur candidacy and, later, into 
Ministry of Interior networks to take over the reins of the 
RPR, the article contended. 


Government Institutes Software Piracy Office 
9SESOO53A Paris LES ECHOS in French 2, 3 Dec 94 
po6 


[Article by Virginie Robert: “The State Intensifies Curbs 
Against Software Piracy”] 
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{[FBIS Translated Text] With a new investigative office 
and a broader array of penalties, the authorities intend to 
intensify the fight against a type of fraud, which has 
amounted to 4.6 billion francs last year. 


Inaugurated this week by the Paris police chief, the new 
Office for the Investigation of Computer Technology 
Fraud (SEFT]I) has just carried out a counterfeit raid at a 
training center in the eighth district of Paris. Out of a 
total of 270 software programs, 83 percent were pirated. 
The Business Software Alliance (BSA) composed of 14 
publishers in France, has pressed charges; during this 
year, BSA has filed 20 civil suits and | 3 criminal actions. 
According to Didier Rochereau, BSA spokesman, the 
association’s goal “is to correct the situation in compa- 
nies which violate the law, and to collect damages.” This 
can sometimes mean jail. The leader of a computer club 
in Dijon recently spent 15 days in preventive custody 
after a counterfeit raid carried out by the new Central 
Control Squad Against Criminal Computer Activities. 


According to the Business Software Alliance, last year 
the shortfall for publishers, distributors, and the govern- 
ment (value-added tax) was estimated at 4.6 billion 
francs in France. Within Europe, this fraud is believed to 
represent financial losses of 29 biilion francs. 


Up to 5 Million in Fines 


With an illegal software utilization rate of 66 percent, 
France was in sixth place in Europe in 1993. This was a 
slight improvement over 1992 when it was in third place 
with 73 percent for pirated software. Last year, Spain 
and the Netherlands topped the lisi with respective 
piracy rates of 88 percent and 78 percent. Legislation 
and control measures have been adopted progressively 
over the past three years. Recently, the Law of 5 Feb- 
ruary 1994 for control of software counterfeiting has 
increased the penalties. A person is now subject to two 
years of prison and a maximum fine of | million francs. 
In addition, since | March 1994, a company or commer- 
cial entity can face a fine of 5 million francs and the 
company can be disso!ved in case of a repeat offense. 


By way of example, the illegal use of a software program 
worth about 5000 francs can lead to a verdict of 50,000 
francs. Nevertheless, in most cases, the legal action is 
settled through a financial transaction (there were 21 of 
these during this year). Next year, BSA will specifically 
target computer hardware and software resellers as well 
as small and medium size enterprises. The goal is to 
bring the rate of pirated software to 50 percent in France 
by the end of next year. 
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Developments in Continuing Government Crisis 
Viewed 

New Party Views Di Pietro as Prime Minister 
BRO0901 134795 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
8 Jan 95 p 3] 


[Report by Giorgio Battistini: “Clean Hands Party 
Born”™’] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Rome—The time has come. 
They are preparing to have [former Milan Magistrate] 
Antonio Di Pietro enter the fray as part of a new 
movement, the “Clean Hands” party. The trademark has 
already been registered with a notary public. An adver- 
tising agency is putting the final touches to the graphics. 
Next week posters will be put up all around Italy with the 
names of sponsors. 


The party that aims to send Antonio Di Pietro to the 
Palazzo Chigi [government seat] is already in prepara- 
tion (there are some 40 clubs in Italy and around the 
world). It will not happen immediately, however, and 
never as part of a government mess that is not clearly 
and considerably “above” the lineups, factions, and 
quarrelling groups It already has a slogan: “In politics, 
recycling is no good.” 


They are spurring the candidate on. The sponsoring 
committee includes some illustrious names: Confindus- 
tria [General Confederation of Italian Industry] 
Chairman Luigi Abete; economist Marco Vitale; Marina 
Salamon; Isolabella, a lawyer, and Piero Rocchini, an 
adviser to the judge. They want him to be prime min- 
ister. But what about him? Does he agree? Keeping a low 
profile following his spectacular resignation from the 
magistracy, he is obviously well-informed. He observes 
and keeps quiet. He is interested, provided that his 
entrance into the political arena has nothing in common 
with the old system, and that there is at least a minimum 
level of consistency with the image of the magistrate 
who, in courageously applying the law, forced the col- 
lapse of an old and corrupt system. Such a person cannot 
accept rehashed fragments of the previous apparatus. 
That is the central problem that will dog the former 
judge’s ascent into the world of politics: the risk of 
contamination, and the constant need to filter out and 
sift any contiguity [between aspiring members of the new 
party and the old system]. 


It goes without saying that his role will be a straight 
alternative to Silvio Berlusconi, the man who escaped 
being interrogated by Judge Di Pietro by a hairsbreadth 
since the judge left the magistracy just a week earlier. 
(The former prime minister is well aware of this and 
fears the competition. “There are those who believe that 
just anyone can be prime minister,” he replied in acid 
tones yesterday to a question about the possibility of Di 
Pietro becoming prime minister.) 


Anyway, this is what the polls are saying at the outset of 
the project: They are saying that only if the judge/symbol 
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of Clean Hands, the most famous Italian in the world, 
takes action against everyone and acts as the lone knight 
of a political rebirth out of the ashes of the old system, 
then and only then will 85 percent of his compatriots put 
their trust in him. And perhaps they will vote him in. 
However, if he agreed to join forces with any of the old 
disreputable types and semi-new parties, acting to a 
greater or lesser degree as an authoritative testimonial 
for them, he would immediately lose 30 percentage 
points, although he would still have a majority. 

The “right time” for Di Pietro is coming. Perhaps it has 
already come. Even if it contrasts with the great election 
frenzy of the old majority. Minister now, or prime 
minister in a while? Mario Segni got it right: He put his 
name foward a few days ago for the Palazzo Chigi. So did 
Rocco Buttiglione and Massimo D’Alema. Francesco 
Cossiga understood this. He has not tired of hinting at 
his name for delicate ministries, and the same goes for 
Gianfranco Fini. The good relations between the former 
head of state and the judge have been well known for 
some time, and confirmed in Cossiga’s preface to a 
recent book by Di Pietro. And after all, Berlusconi did 
offer him a ministerial post in his government. [passage 
omitted] 


5000 Telephone Calls for Tonino 


The poll was a modest one, but it was a sufficient 
electoral test for the new born “PRE.DI,” the abbrevia- 
tion for the movement known as “Di Pietro for Prime 
Minister” to indicate the willingness of the Italian people 
to elect the most famous Italian as prime minister. More 
than 5,000 phone calls got through to the phone number 
144.11.66.36 and the caile + ,aid 2,540 lire plus VAT 
[value-added tax] per minute to give Di Pietro a con- 
sensus of 70 percent, compared to 15.5 percent for 
Berlusconi, the rest being distributed among the others, 
led by economist Mario Monti (100 cails in favor), 
Senate Speaker Carlo Scognamiglio (62 calls), and Min- 
ister Roberto Maroni (23 in favor). 


Casini Proposal To End Crisis 


BRO901134595 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
9 Jan 95 p 3 


[Interview with Pier Ferdinando Casini, Italian Chris- 
tian Democratic Center coordinator, by Ricardo Luna in 
Rome; date not given: “Casini: ‘Urbani for Premier And 
Buttiglione To Join the Alignment”) 


{[FBIS Translated text] Rome—‘‘Did you hear today’s 
Gospel?” No, quite honestly. “What a shame, because 
doves were mentioned.” Thank you very much, but does 
the political crisis bear any relation to Jesus's baptism 
when, as Luke writes, “the heavens opened, and the Holy 
Ghost descended bodily like a dove’? “None at all, but I 
feel our time has come.” It may well be true that the time 
has come for Pier Ferdinando Casini and his CCD 
[Christian Democratic Center]: The game is becoming 
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very tough, and they—that is, the former Christian Dem- 
ocratic Party (DC) members—are making a last attempt 
at mediation. Casini will announce this today, at a 
top-level meeting of the Pole for Freedom. He stressed that 
his proposal was capable of turning the tables on all the 
players involved, and putting an end to the crisis imme- 
diately. This is it: The Pole must form a new government, 
[Prime Minister] Berlusconi must leave Palazzo Chigi 
[prime minister's office], and [Italian Popular Part (PPI) 
Secretary} Buttiglione must agree to join forces with AN 
[National Alliance]. How can this be achieved? Just a 
minute. To begin with, the “argument” must be 
expounded—a short written statement starting as follows: 
“The CCD is a serious and reliable ally...” 


{Luna] Fair enough, Casini, you may be reliable, but in 
the meantime you are accusing your allies of “political 
adventurism” and of using “their muscles instead of 
their heads.” 


[Casini] I am a serious and calm person by nature, but 
this does not at all mean that I automatically endorse any 
idea advanced by the allies. 


[Luna] However, “either Silvio [Berlusconi] or elec- 
tions” has so far been your slogan, right? 


[Casini] As long ago as the last Pole summit we made 
proposals which I believe were very seriously consid- 


{Luna} Not all that much, considering the hard line 
prevailing in the past few days... 


[Casini] It was decided to take a very hard line and we 
shared this position, and we were right to do so, because 
it served the purpose of making everyone lay their cards 
on the table, and making the PPI understand that we are 
not prepared to engage in the old type of political games. 


[Luna] So what has changed now? 


[Casini] The game is now reaching its end. We are in the 
last minute of play, and there is no room for bluffing and 
tactical maneuvers. We need, at once, a strong political 
initiative to save the PPI, which has gone up a blind 
alley. Otherwise the PPI will find itself going into the 
elections side by side with [Democratic Party of the Left 
Secretary] D’Alema. 


{Luna] Is that what you fear? D’Alema’s opinion polls on 
the success of an alliance between the PDS and the PPI? 


[Casini] Of course, to begin with because elections can be 
won or can be lost, and, secondly, because we in the CCD 
have never given up the idea of creating a great moderate 
front with the PPI and Forza Italia as the Right's allies. 


[Luna] Does your “initiative” mean that the CCD is 
breaking up the Pole’s front to demand immediate 
elections? 


[Casini] Nobody can call our loyalty into question, but I 
believe the time has come to see whether a government 
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can be formed with the PPI. It could be headed by 
[Treasury Minister] Dini or [Civil Service Minister ] 
Urbani. It would include a number of AN ministers, and 
would be backed by the PPI. | am not thinking in terms 
of an electoral government but of a genuine political 
government that—before elections, to be held in the 
medium to short term—can implement electoral reform, 
as well as reform the pensions system, and thus lay the 
foundations for a constituent assembly which can 
become a real negotiating table for discussing rules. 


[Luna] Let us sum up your proposal: Berlusconi gives vp 
Palazzo Chigi, [AN secretary] Fini gives up elections in 
March, and Buttiglione gives up his aversion for AN. Is 
this correct? 


[Casini] Yes. We are now ready to advance this proposal 
at the Pole summit, but only if the PPI is interested. That 
is why, before going to Palazzo Chigi, I will call on 
Buttiglione, because if the usual lack of communication 
prevails in our relations with the PPI, then it would be 
pointless to raise this possibility... But I believe they will 
listen to me, because if each gives up something, then 
everybody has much to gain. 


[Luna] What does Beriuscoini gain from leaving Palazzo 
Chigi? 


[Casinij Berlusconi already knows that it will not be him 
leading the country to new elections. Of course, this is 
what the Pole is demanding, and we have supported this 
demand, but now even within Forza Italia [Defense 
Minister] Previti and Urbani argue from different pre- 
mises. 


[Luna] What about Buttiglione? Why should he enter 
into an alliance with AN? 


[Casini] | understand Rocco [Buttiglione] very well, but 
he must now choose: He can either form an electoral 
alliance with the Left or support a center-Right govern- 
ment. If the PPI rejects [our proposal), all it can look 
forward to is elections in the style—I will not say of 
someone like [PPI Senate floor leader] Mancino, but of 
someone like [PPI Left-wing faction leader] Rosy Bindi. 


[Luna] What about the League? What will it do? 


[Casini] | do noi know. I am addressing the PPI. But, as 
the saying goes, let those who have ears listen. Many 
League supporters have already left, others would wel- 
come a new government formed by the Pole. That leaves 
[League leader] Bossi... 


Bossi: Institutional Crisis ‘Extremely Grave’ 


BRO901 144495 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
9 Jan 95 p 2 


[Interview with Italian Northern League Secretary 
Umberto Bossi by “G. P.” in Milan on 8 January: 
“Bossi: I Smell an Air of Betrayal”’] 
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[FBIS Translated Text] [LA REPUBBLICA] Mr Bossi, 
your internal dissidents meeting in Milan say no to a 
reversal of the coalition, no to elections, they applaud 
Scalfaro... What is your reply to them? 

[Bossi] Now it is my turn to intervene, because it is 
important to clearly understand everyone's positions. It 
is important to establish numbers precisely. As secretary 
I have to give the president of the republic precise 
numbers. I would not like for people to attempt to create 
confusion, and to put pressure on Scalfaro to go for 
elections without assuming responsibility for this. As 
League secretary I have to ask members of parliament 
and they have to tell me “yes” or “no” to a presidential 
government. Right now any failure to be forthright is 
tantamount to betrayal. They are putting more and more 
pressure on Scalfaro with the objective of his not having 
the right numbers, and it is precisely for this reason that 
I want my men to be as tight-knit as possible. I am saying 
clearly: When we vote for a presidential government, we 
must all be united; those who are with me are with me, 
those who are out are out. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Mr Bossi, how is this crisis moving 
forward? At this point we are ail very close ... Tomorrow 
(today—LA REPUBBLICA editor’s note), President 
Scalfaro will meet with [outgoing Prime Minister} Ber- 
lusconi. 

[Bossi] It is for the best that the president of the republic 
adopt a stance because fascism must never be allowed to 
overspil!. Right now we are witnessing incredible things, 
things typical of fascists. Today, Fininvest’s hidden role 
as a political tool for influencing public opinion is 
becoming obvious: and by the merest coincidence it is an 
idea of [former Grand Master] Gelli’s, of the P2 [Gelli’s 
corrupt masonic lodge, of which Berlusconi's opponents 
accuse him of being a member]. It is shameful. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] What do you mzan by his adopting 
a stance? 


[Bossi] A clear “Halt” addressed to the fascists. They, 
namely Berlusconi and company, claim parliament is 
delegitimated. We need a radical stop, the risks are very 
great. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Berlusconi and the Right, however, 
are coming very well out of the opinion poils. Perhaps 
the League dissidents also oppose you on that point, 
namely your failure in terms of political timing... 


[Bossi] If one is a responsible politician, he must have 
the political courage to line himself up, even if he goes 
against the consensus of the time. People will later 
understand and give their support. If you hold the page 
of a book right in front of your nose, you see nothing, 
everything is confused, but as you move it away, every- 
thing becomes clearer. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] [Interior Minister] Maroni, on the 
other hand, says that you are sailing the ship onto the 
rocks. 
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[Bossi] I am the movement's political, and until the 
congress it is I who decides on the line. 

{LA REPUBBLICAj Ia short, you are not relenting. 
[Bossi] Berlusconi talks of the people as if they were a 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Is the institutional clash very 
serious? 

[Bossi] Extremely serious. For this reason it is right that 
the institutional bodies of state speak out very energeti- 
cally. We must remind these people who are going off the 
rails of the need to stick to the rules of the democratic 
game. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] Off the rails? 


[Bossi] When someone is a fasci-t, he must be confronted 
head on. You see, the laws shoulc apply to all Italian 
citizens, to everyone, including the Sraggart Berlusconi. 


D’Alema Objects to Fixed-Term Government 


LD0901172795 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in lialian 
1532 GMT 9 Jan 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] “The president of the republic 
cannot issue a fixed term mandate,” ing to PDS 
[Democratic Party of the Left] leader Massimo D’Alema, 
who adds that “Scalfaro has to appoint someone to form 
a new government which then will have to be voted by 
the Parliament. If it has a majority, it will govern; 
otherwise, there will have to be fresh elections, but with 
that government,” he adds. 

The PDS leader strongly objects to a Berlusconi-mark-I! 
government and also believes that the idea of a coalition 
made up of Forza Italia, the National Alliance, and the 
CCD [Christian Democrat Center] with the abstention 
of the PPI [Italian Popular Party] is unrealistic. 


MSI Rightist Faction Seeks To Defenestrate Fini 


BRO0901134695 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
9 Jan 95 p 6 


{Unattributed report: “Fini is Betraying the Party—He 
No Longer Holds Office”’] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Milan—“We declare that Gian- 
franco Fini no longer holds the office of national secre- 
tary and is no longer a member of the Italian Social 
Movement [MSI] due to irreparable violations of the 
party rules of association.” Thus spoke former MSI 
Senator Giorgio Pisano yesterday,addressing some 200 
declared Fascists attending the meeting, in a Milan hotel, 
of the Committees for the Continuation of the MSI. In a 
unanimously approved agenda, the 200 Fascists also 
declared “null and void” the MSI congress convened for 
Fiuggi at the end of January. Also null and void, the 
document says, is “the attempt to drown the MSI and its 
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history” in “the empty drum of the National Alliance 
[AN].” On 29 January the Committees—as soon as the 
party of [former MSI Secretary] Almirante is dissolved 
to rnerge with the AN—will announce in the Hotel Ergife 
not the “rebirth but the continuation of the MSI.” 


Formigoni Denies Trying To Split PPI 
BRO901 144595 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
9 Jan 95 p 3 


[Unattributed report: “Formigoni ‘at Arcore on Behalf 
of PPI”) 


[FBIS Translated text] Rome—Last Saturday evening [7 
January} Roberto Formigoni [Italian Popular Party 
(PPI) rightist faction leader] was at Arcore [Berlusconi 
private residence] dining with Berlusconi. Does this 
indicate a betrayal? “All the meetings and contacts I 
have had during the past few days,” Formigoni told 
journalists, “were attended by me in my official capacity 
as the PPI's national official responsible for relations 
with the various political forces. The same applies to the 
proposals I have advanced and the possibilities | have 
suggested.” “I have already made it clear,” Formigoni 
added, “that the possibility of a split in the PPI is not 
something I have suggested. I am working to carry out 
the national congress’s mandate, that is, to turn the PPI 
into the moderate Center’s leading player. Of course, in 
the event of a shift in the existing alliances, it would be 
necessary to convene a special congress.” As regards the 
CCD’s (Christian Democratic Center] attempt to patch 
things up with the PPI, Formigoni remarked: “It is a 
commendable intention. Hitherto it seemed [CCD Coor- 
ee would have been glad to see the PPI turn 
to the ' 


Article: Call For Input in Bosnian Peace Process 


MS1001 102495 London FINANCIAL TIMES in 
English 10 Jan 95 p 17 


[Article by Minister of state at Italian Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs, Livio Caputo: “Bosnian Peace Needs 
Italian Input”’] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Seen from Italy, less than 100 
miles away, the Yugoslav conflict looks somewhat dif- 
ferent and even more distressing than from western or 
northern Europe, let alone the US. Our geographical 
position makes Italy particularly sensitive to what is 
going on close to its borders. But it is not only a question 
of security: Italy considers the prolonged conflict in 
former Yugoslavia as a “wasted opportunity”. 


When the Berlin wall came down, the Italian government 
saw the chance of integrating central Europe and the 
Balkans into western Europe's market and institutions. 
Integration and Europeanisation were seen as the path to 
modernisation, as opposed to a nightmare of “balkani- 
sation” and political fragmentation. The break-up of 
Yugoslavia and the Bosnian tragedy deait a blow to our 
vision: the nightmare is now reality. 
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The Bosnian quagmire highlights the increasing respon- 
sibilities that European diplomacy needs to confront to 
avoid destabilisation of the continent. The European 
Union’s [EU] role so far in this conflict in its own 
back-yard has been unsatisfactory, but should not be 
viderestimated. If the EU had not been there, the 
balkan crisis could have stirred up a broader conflict—as 
in 1914. 


Under the present circumstances the only choice for the 
international community is to pursue a “two-track 
policy”: containing hostilities on the military side; con- 
tinuing to search for a political solution on the diplo- 
As for containrnent, the UN protection force still has a 
crucial role to play. Despite criticisms of its role, the 
25,000 strong UN presence in Bosnia helps in defusing 
problems, guarantees a degree of humanitarian aid and 
ensures that war does not spill beyond Bosnia. 


The consequences of a UN pullout, therefore, would be 
catastrophic—politically and psychologically. But no less 
catastrophic would be a lifting of the UN arms embargo 
against Bosnia. This could fuel the Moslems’ vision of a 
liberation war that would be as unreasonable and 
destructive as the Bosnian Serbs’ attempts to cut too big 
a slice of Bosnia for themselves. By leaving the warring 
parties in Bosnia to their own devices, the international 
community would discredit itself and jeopardise the 
increasing hopes of a political solution. 

Whether we like it or not, Belgrade remains the “cross- 
roads” of any possible peace process. The help of Mr 
Slobodan Milosevic, Serbia's president, may not be 
sufficient to achieve peace in former Yugoslavia, but 
peace will be impossible without his support and assent. 
On my visit to Belgrade in December, I got the impres- 
sion that Mr Milosevic is enforcing the trade embargo 
against the Bosnian Serbs satisfactorily. He is shrewdly 
manoeuvring to persuade Mr Radovan Karadzic and his 
Bosnian Serb parliament to see reason. 


It would be wrong to make a naive distinction between 
“good guys” and “bad guys”. Mr Milosevic and Mr 
Karadzic share basically the same goal—creation of a 
“Greater Serbia” that would include parts of Bosnia. 
Only their tactics vary. 


But Mr Milosevic’s government, under the pressure of 
UN sanctions, has realised that diplomacy and negotia- 
tions are a better way to achieve national goals. The UN 
Security Council should take account of that on January 
12, when it must decide whether or not to mak* perma- 
nent the relaxation of sanctions against Serbia. A new 
toughening of sanctions against Belgrade could backfire 
on the peace process at a time when Mr Milosevic is 
trying to quieten Mr Karadzic and the latter has just 
agreed to a four-month ceasefire. 


The basis of such a politicai solution, however, should 
remain the plan put forward by the five-nation contact 
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group (US, Russia, UK, France and Germany). Our aim 
should be to allow Serbia to regain both its own role and 
dignity in Europe, while at the same time guaranteeing 
the rights of the Moslem population within the new 
Croat-Moslem federation in Bosnia. 


However, Italy has so far been unfairly excluded from 
the contact group, despite an active contribution to the 
management of the Yugoslav crisis. Our country has 
provided crucial logistical assistance to enforce no-fly 
zones and to carry out humanitarian missions, without 
receiving the political acknowledgement it deserves. Yet 
the Italian government is still anxious to play an active 
role in the peace process. 


Both Serbia and Croatia would like to see the present 
contact group enlarged to include Italy, Japan and 
Canada. The creation of such a “G8” group to sort out 
the Bosnian mes: would give fresh impetus to a peace 
process that he n.w begun to bear fruit. 


Paper Hints Agnelli Possibly Next Foreign 
Minister 

BR0601142495 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
6 Jan 95 p 3 


[Unattributed report: “Agnelli Meets With Berlusconi”) 


[FBIS Translated text} Rome-—The Knight [Prime Min- 
ister Berlusconi nickname] and the Lawyer [Fiat Presi- 
dent Agnelli nickname]: Yesterday evening Silvio 
Berlusconi and Gianni Agnelli met face to face. Both of 
them then made it known that this was a “friendly” 
meeting, a conversation between “old friends,” during 
which they drew a general picture of the situation, 
“including the political situation.” 


In actual fact the Lawyer is trying to give a helping hand 
to [President] Scalfaro, who has expressedly asked him 
for help to try to avoid early eletions. It is known that 
the Fiat president is seriously concerned about the 
ongoing crisis, which is causing a very bad impression 
abroad, and which in any case could lead to serious 
losses on the financial markets and bring economic 
recovery to a protracted halt. 


It appears that the president of the republic not only 
asked for help, but actually explored the possibility of 
Agnelli himself playing a major role in a high-profile 
technocratic government. Agnelli’s name is being men- 
tioned as a possible candidate for the Foreign Ministry. 


Candidates for Prime Minister Post Assessed 
95ES0058A Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 24 Dec 94 
ps 

[Article by Sebastiano Messina: “Monti, Dini, and the 


Other Six Potential Candidates for Prime Minister in a 
Time of Crisis”} 


[Text] The new government will be a government of the 
president’s choice: in other words, a truce government, a 


ITALY 37 


transition government. The formula has not yet been 
patented, and it is therefore circulating in many different 
versions. The substance is the same, however; a prime 
minister who wears no party label is preferable so that 
there will be no talk of a government of abrupt change. If 
this view ultimately prevails in Parliament, President 
Scalfaro will be completely free to choose Silvio Ber- 
lusconi’s successor without asking the party secretaries 
either for their nominees or for their approval. The next 
prime minister could follow the example of Carlo 
Azeglio Ciampi, who went directly from the Palazzo del 
Quirinale [office of the president of the Republic] to 
Palazzo Madama [Senate building] without consulting 
any of the political groups. But who will be the new 
Ciampi? 


Although the former prime minister and former gov- 
ernor of the Bank of Italy still enjoys the respect of many 
Italians, in this instance he will be unable to profit from 
it. The right has not forgotten that during the most recent 
election campaign Ciampi himself was the candidate 
secretly favored by many progressives, and it would 
therefore not acknowledge his authenticity as a nonpar- 
tisan prime minister. 


In the Translantico Bar [located in the Chamber of 
Deputies building], people are whispering that what is 
needed is a Ciampi of the right. Because he comes from 
the Palazzo di via Nazionale [Bank of Italy], Lamberto 
Dini could become the Ciampi of the right. The tele- 
phone call that Gianfranco Fini reportedly made to Dini 
at the outset of the crisis—to ask Dini if in the event of 
an emergency he would be prepared to take Berlusconi’s 
place—has never been denied, and the response of the 
treasury minister has never come to light. What is certain 
is that the hawkish role that Dini played during the 
lengthy negotiations concerning the pensions pushed 
him a little too far to the right to please the PDS 
[Democratic Party of the Left], let alone Rifondazione 
{Communist Renewal]. 


According to a rumor that has been circulating in Par- 
liament for months, Scalfaro gave Carlo Scognamiglio to 
understand that if an institutional government became 
necessary, he—Scognamiglio—would be his choice. The 
prestige of a former rector of LUISS [International Free 
University of Social Studies] in Rome—combined with 
the authoritativeness of the number two post in the 
government and the political proximity to Berlusconi— 
would be excellent credentials for the head of an institu- 
tional government. Wihin the past few hours, however, 
the Scognamiglio candidacy has taken several steps back- 
ward because of a halt called by Berlusconi himself. “We 
discussed the matter with the government's allies,” the 
outgoing prime minister said yesterday morning, “and 
we unanimously ruled that out as an option.” 


The other “institutional” candidacy is that of Irene 
Pivetti. Although eight months ago the election of a 
31-year-old woman as president of the Chamber of 
Deputies caused a furor, since then she has won the 
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respect of many of those who were initially mistrustful, 
because she has demonstrated (although at the price of a 
dispute with her own party) that she is impartial and has 
an understanding of government. Her telephone conver- 
sation with Berlusconi has become famous—the conver- 
sation during which the prime minister tried to convince 
her to appoint to the RAJ [Italian Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration] board of directors only those persons who sup- 
port the government. She began the conversation with a 
“hello, Silvio” but ended it with a “good-bye, Mr. Prime 
Minister,” passing icily from the informal form of 
address to the formal. Working against her, however, is 
the fact that she is a member of Lega: in other words, of 
the party that put Berlusconi in a crisis situation. 


If we also look at the short list of former heads of state 
and government, there is one candidate who is keeping 
busy: Francesco Cossiga. Cossiga has repeatedly stated 
that this is not his moment—that he is neither a candi- 
date for Berlusconi’s job nor is he available to take 
it—but hastens to add that if, in fact, no other solution is 
found.... Scalfaro is cautious concerning his predecessor: 
he has not removed Cossiga’s name from the list, but it 
is known that the current president of the Republic has 
no desire to find himseif once again having another 
major player on the political stage who would compete 
with Berlusconi in the area of TV disclosures. Working 
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in Cossiga’s favor are not only the long-standing popu- 
larity he enjoys among MSI [Italian Social Movement] 
supporters but also his relations with the left, which were 
so assiduously mended following the bombardment of 
insults during his seven-year term [as president]. More- 
over, he is a second-round type [doppioturnista] and has 
never concealed his aversion to Beriusconi’s excessive 
influence on television. Many. however, still mistrust the 
Picconatore [hatchet man}; they fear they have not heard 
the last of him. 


The final name on the list is still being spoken in hushed 
tones in the Palazzo. It is the name of Bocconi Univer- 
sity Rector Mario Monti, who several weeks ago was 
appointed Italian commissioner to the European Union. 
It is no secret that Scalfaro’s main concern is the finan- 
cial crisis, and a prestigious economist could therefore be 
the right man for the job. Monti could become the 
Ciampi of the right. He is a moderate who has always 
remained above the fray, and this has kept him free from 
any political label. Moreover, if the president were to 
draw Monti’s name from the drum, how could Ber- 
lusconi reject him after having just appointed him com- 
missioner in Brussels? Here, the principal unknown 
quantity relates to Monti himself, who has already 
rejected two offers: the first from Segni, who had wanted 
to run him for mayor of Milan against Formentini, and 
the second from Ciampi, who offered him a cabinet post. 
What if he were to say “no” to Scalfaro as well? 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and disseminwtion 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 














FBIS-WEU-95-006 
10 January 1995 


Foreign Ministers Coordinate EU Policy 
BRO901135595 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 9 Jan 95 
pil 


{Unattributed report: “French Foreign Minister Meets 
Today in Madrid with Gonzalez and Solana”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid—French Foreign Min- 
ister Alain Juppe will arrive in Madrid today, Monday 9 
January. He will meet with Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez and Spanish Foreign Minister Javier Solana. 
The visit coincides with the start of the French presi- 
dency of the European Union [EU]. 


As of | July, Spain will take over the Community 
presidency. The EFE press agency quotes Foreign Min- 
istry sources as saying that the purpose of this visit is to 
coordinate the agendas of the two countries and to define 
the aims of the Fifteen for 1995. 


Mr. Juppe’s visit is part of the French minister’s tour of 
European capitals which has already taken him to Bonn 
and London. The period of French presidency began on 
1 January and will end in June with the European 
Council meeting in Cannes. 


The six months of the Spanish presidency, despite coin- 
ciding with the holiday period, will be marked by intense 
activity and many important meetings have been scheduled. 
The first of these will be the meeting of the heads of state 
and government of the EU’s partner countries in Majorca 
in September. The participants at this meeting will assess 
the preparatory work of the Intergovernmental Conference 
scheduled for Italy in 1996 which will review the Treaty of 
the Union (the Treaty of Maastricht). 


The other important date of the Spanish presidency will 
be the European Council meeting in Madrid in 
December, attended by all EU leaders. 


During the second half of 1995, there will also be a 
meeting in Barcelona of the 15 members of the EU to 
consider the problems facing the Community’s Mediter- 
ranean partners. 


Throughout this year, Spain will, with France and Ger- 
many, participate in the Community “troika” which is 
composed of the foreign minister of the country cur- 
reatly presiding the EU plus the representatives of the 
previous and upcoming president countries. The troika 
is charged with representing the EU externally. 


Spain, France, and Germany agreed to coordinate their 
respective presidencies to give a more effective boost to 
the process of European integration. 


GAL Issue Continues To Plague Government 


Gonzalez Denies Involvement 


L.D0901213695 Madrid RNE-1 Radio Network in 
Spanish 2100 GMT 9 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] Prim. Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez has categorically denied that the gov- 
ernment was involved with the Anti-Terrorism Libera- 
tion Groups [GAL]. In an interview granted to Spanish 
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television, Gonzalez emphatically denied that he orga- 
nized, covered up for, or authorized GAL activities. He 
said that he had ordered the justice minister to file a suit 
against those who link the government with GAL. Felipe 
Gonzalez said terrorism was only dealt with by demo- 
cratic means: 


{Begin Gonzalez recording] It would never have 
occurred to me. I am a life-long democrat, convinced 
that only democratic means can be used against crime. I 
never authorized nor did I ever cover up. Further, I have 
ordered the interior and justice minister to file a suit 
against those who make these statements about the 
government, like the one appearing in today’s press. I 
have very deep beliefs and I am not prepared for 
anybody to question them, much less two who have been 
sentenced by the courts. [end recording] 


[Announcer] In these same statements Gonzalez said 
that there will be no early elections. The executive 
committee of the Popular Party [PP] this evening called 
for the urgent calling of elections as a way to overcome 
the uncertainty and the intolerable political situation 
which, in the opinion of the PP’s leadership, Spain is 
experiencing. The PP leadership blames Prime Minister 
Felipe Gonzalez for the worsening situation in the 
country. [passage omitted] 


Government To Remain Stable 
BRO0901142095 Madrid ABC in Spanish 9 Jan 95 p 24 


[Unattributed report: “Solana: ‘I Am Certain That GAL 
Case Will Not Affect Government’s Stability”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Madrid—Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana has asserted that the reopening of the 
“GAL case” will not affect the government’s stability. “I 
am certain of this because the government has no 
involvement and will continue to govern and to try to 
give the country some calm.” In addition, Judge Garzon 
has ordered that Francisco Alvarez—one of those 
imprisoned for his involvement in the affair—be moved 
to a prison in Barcelona. 


Solana emphasized Spanish society's need to have calm 
in order to tackle the challenges confronting it, such as 
the economic recovery or Spain's presidency of the 
European Union in the second half of this year. 


In statements to a radio station, the foreign minister 
stated that he would like to make an appeal “to citizens, 
the political parties, the trade unions, and employers that 
we try to join forces and set the atmosphere at the 
appropriate temperature to take the opportunities which 
we have.” Solana would not assess former Interior Min- 
ister Jose Barrionuevo’s statements, but asserted that he 
has a right to defend himself.. “I believe that we would 
all have to acknowledge this, because he has been 
accused of very grave things,” the minister added. [pas- 
sage omitted] 
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Barrionuevo ‘Ought To Have Been Shut Up’ 
BRO901135795 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 6 Jan 95 p 17 


[Interview with PNV Spokesman Inaki Anasagasti by 
Luis R. Aizpeolea in Madrid; date not given: “Belloch 
Has Disappointed Me™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Madrid— The Basque Nationalist 
Party [PNV] and the United Left [1U], have maintained 
very firm positions in support of Judge Garzon in the 
reopening of the investigation against the GAL [Antiter- 
rorist Liberation Groups}, and insisting on the resignation 
of former Interior Minister Jose Barrionuevo as a deputy. 


[Aizpeolea}] Why do you take this stand? 


[Anasagasti] We do so out of very firm democratic 
convictions. You cannot make a distinction between 
good and bad terrorism because that would be taking the 
same line as the Basque Fatherland and Liberty organi- 
zation [ETA]. I find the pubiic opinion in Madrid where 
GAL is concerned, on the day when [former Basque 
Governor] Julian Sancristobal was imprisoned, to be 
quite abominable and very different from what it is in 
the Basque Country. Very representative sectors have 
justified GAL which means we have to accept the death 
penalty without guarantees. We are lacking the whole- 
hearted condemnation which we have for ETA. This 
condemnation was missing from the King’s Christmas 
message and from Felipe Gonzalez’s speech. I never 
understood why Barrionuevo did not hand in his resig- 
nation after the Roldan scandal. Nor do I understand 
why, as president of the Congressional Constitutional 
Committee, he is questioning the judicial system. 


[Aizpeolea] Barrionuevo explains that his attitude is due 
to the fact that he has nothing to defend. His name does 
not crop up in the investigation, although in the press 
statements made by Amedo and Dominguez it does 
appear that he is involved... 


[Anasagasti] He should file a complaint against his 
accusers. However, Barrionuevo has a strategy that is 
aimed at depriving judge Garzon of his authority and 
ensuring that Sancristobal and the other policemen who 
have been imprisoned do not talk. He can rely on an 
element of public opinion to support him. That is where 
he gets his firmness from. His attitude is understandable 
from a human point of view, but not politically. 


[Aizpeolea] What do you think of Benegas’ view that in 
Spain damage has been done to the validity of some of 
the basic principles of the law state such as the presump- 
tion of innocence, the obligation of legal confidentiality, 
and the ethical duty to check evidence? 


[Anasagasti] I adopt the position of Ventura Perez 
Marino which is more in line with the stance of Pablo 
Iglesias’ Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party [PSOE]. If the 
PSOE wants to regain some of its political credibility it 
will have to rediscover its ethical discourse by firmly 
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condemning GAL, resorting to the political exemplari- 
ness of the government and refusing any shadowy areas. 
Minister Belloch has disappointed me. I will not say 
anything about the demonstrations by the police unions 
in support of GAL. In a democracy, the government 
must play a pedagogical role and | believe that Belloch 
will try to fool everyone. He must be braver than that. 


[Aizpeolea] Could the attitude the government is taking 
with regard to the reopening of proceedings against GAL 
affect its relations with the PNV? 


[Anasagasti] The government is acting stiffly and slowly. 
However, there is no reason why this should affect 
relations between the PNV and the Socialists because 
agreements are not struck between people but between 
parties. That does not mean that I do not think the 
government is being strangled. 


[Aizpeolea] What is your view of this Socialist “stran- 
gling?” 

[Anasagasti] The PSOE has not understood that the GAL 
issue is a human rights issue which has taken on much 
significance in the Basque Country. The amount of 
causes the Socialists have adopted affects their relations 
with us. In Congress we agreed on some amendments to 
the budget law that were thrown out by the Senate. The 
PSOE reacts each time pressure is put on it. You cannot 
make up new policies every 10 minutes. Talks are 
breaking down. 


[Aizpeolea] Are you not contradicting yourself when you 
ask for Barrionuevo’s resignation while at the same time 
you support Ramon Jauregui? 


{Anasagasti] Someone like Barrionuevo, who appointed 
Roldan and Sancristobal, ought to have been shut up. 
What would we think if a man who had been the interior 
minister during the El Salvador killings were to chair the 
Constitutional Committee, visit those imprisoned for 
the killings, and question the judge? Clearly, Barri- 
onuevo is trying to undermine the judge’s authority, and 
trying to get the case passed to the Supreme Court and 
thus prevent those imprisoned from speaking out. Jau- 
regui’s case is quite different. He was the government's 
representative in the Basque Country just like Jaime 
Mayor Oreja and Marcelino Oreja were. There have 
always been background plots in the Basque Country 
during the whole of this period and before. 


[Aizpeolea] What stance would the PNV take if it were 
offered the chance to enter the government at the munic- 
ipal elections? 


[Anasagasti] The PSOE has to opt either for the IU or for 
the nationalists with a very serious program. We are 
prepared for anything but we have not noticed any 
serious discussions. For us to cooperate in government 
we want the Gernika Statutes to be applied, a serious 
industrial policy, the modernization of the economy, and 
for the process of European integration to take place out 
in the open. 
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GAL Members Reportedly Paid P220 Million 
BR9901155995 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 9 Jan 95 
pp 1,7 


{Report by Melchor Miralles: “Government Paid Amedo 
and Dominguez in Switzerland 200 Million Pesetas out 
of Confidential Funds”] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] Madrid—The government, 
through the Interior Ministry, gave [former GAL Police 
Officers] Jose Amedo and Michel Dominguez 200 mil- 
hon pesetas (P) out of the confidential funds in Switzer- 
land between 1989 and 1991, before the two men were 
sentenced by the National High Court, according to what 
the two former policemen told EL MUNDO. 


Rafael Vera, who was secretary of state for security at 
that time, personally gave instructions to Alicia and 
Marian—Amedo’s and Dominguez’ wives—to open sep- 
arate current bank accounts in Geneva in order to make 
the deposits. 


Alicia and Marian carried out the task, and gave the 
secretary of state the account numbers and codes. 


The P200 million which the government gave Amedo 
and Dominguez were deposited in four installments of 
P50 million each, which they shared out half- 
and-half—the first 31 October 1989 and the last 4 
February 1991. Jose Amedo and Michel Dominguez 
were informed that the then Interior Minister, Jose Luis 
Corcuera, had personally authorized the giving of those 
sums of money to the former policemen. 


Following the revelations made to EL MUNDO, Jose 
Amedo and Michel Dominguez made statements on 
these matters to Judge Baltasar Garzon. 


Once the details of these banking transactions were 
known, the National High Court judge proceeded 
through the Swiss judicial authorities to block both 
current accounts, which prevents their holders—Jose 
Amedo and Michel Dominguez—from using the money 
deposited in them. 


The examining judge has been able to establish that there 
is currently over P100 million in each of the current 
accounts. 


To the money originally deposited in cash there is 
currently added the amount accrued in interest. 


Alicia and Marian made the deposits personally, and the 
money was handed over in a suitcase at the very door of 
the Geneva bank by Civil Guard Major Felix Hernando, 
Superintendent Anibal Machin Lamas (both assigned to 
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the secretary of state’s office) and Juan de Justo, Rafael 
Vera’s personal secretary. [passage omitted] 


Poll Shows People’s Party Leading With 40 Percent 
BRO901145895 Madrid ABC in Spanish 9 Jan 95 p 21 


[Report signed “S.N.”: “People’s Party on Verge of 
Absolute Majority”] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Madrid—The People’s Party 
is consolidating its position as the leading political force, 
and could secure an absolute majority in the Congress of 
Deputies if a general election were held right now, 
according to the figures provided by a Tabula V opinion 
poll conducted at the beginning of December. The PSOE 
[Spanish Socialist Workers Party], which continues its 
sharp fall, would achieve the poorest results since it 
attained power in 1982. United Left would maintain its 
status as the third-ranking political force with parliamen- 
tary representation, and in fact would see its presence in 
Spanish political life greatly strengthened, in such a way 
that it would almost double its previous results. 


The Tabula V poll gives the party led by Jose Maria Aznar 
voting intentions of 40 percent, which could give it an 
absolute majority in parliament and would wrest power 
from the Socialists, if a general election were held today. 


In this way, the People’s Party would consolidate with a 
new government the gradual electoral rises which the 
polls have given it over the past few years and which 
were embodied in the victory over the PSOE in the 
elections to the European Parliament held last June. In 
those elections, the People’s Party won 40 percent of the 
votes, as against the PSOE’s 31 percent, and this repre- 
sented the center right’s first victory over the Socialists 
since 1982. 


Tens of Sets 


If these percentages were translated into seats in the 
Congress of Deputies, the People’s Party would 
approach the 176 comprising an absolute majority, as 
against the current 141 which Aznar’s party won in the 
1993 general election. 


For its part, the PSOE continues its sharp fall, beset 
chiefly by numerous corruption cases, the economic 
crisis, and the disunity in the Socialist ranks. 


According to the poll’s figures, the voting intentions 
forecast for Felipe Gonzalez’ party would be around 24 
percent; the lowest since it attained power and 
exceeding, but downward, the results which the poll gave 
it in the European elections, in which it won 31 percent 
of the votes. In the 1993 general election, it won 39 


percent. [passage omitted] 
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Denmark the Organization for Security and Cooperation in 

; ’ Europe, OSCE, in order to solve the crisis. The govern- 

Economic Sanctions Against Russia Over ment’s committee on foreign and security policy has 
Chechnya been informed of the developments today, and the 


LD0901192695 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1900 GMT 9 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Denmark is the first country in 
practice to opt for economic sanctions against Russia 
over the war in Chechnya. The Danish Government does 
not intend to ratify the partnership and cooperation 
treaty agreed between the European Union and Russia 
for at least six months. The decision means a reduction 
in economic aid to Russia. 


Radical Liberals Reject Changing WEU Stand 
95P20311A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
SONDAG in Danish 4 Dec 94 p 6 


{Article by Bent Winther: “Radical Liberal Revolt Was 
Beaten Down”’} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A large majority in the Radical 
Liberal Party’s Leadership Council yesterday adopted a 
resolution backing party caucus chief Jorgen Estrup’s 
defense line and soundly beat down the revolt against the 
party leadership. 


A group of younger party members, supported by 
National Chairman Margrethe Vestager and Europe Par- 
liament member Lone Dybkjaer, had wanted a vote in 
the party regarding the position on WEU and defense 
cooperation within the EU. The group, which Klaus 
Frandsen, chairman of the party’s EU committee, has 
made himself spokesman for, wants the Radicals to join 
the WEU so that Denmark can participate in peace- 
keeping missions. 


In yesterday's statement, which was adopted with only 
three votes short of a unanimous vote, it, among other 
things, resolves that: ““The Leadership Council affirms 
that a Danish membership in the West European Union 
is not relevant in the existing security policy situation, 
and the Council emphasizes that any change in this 
foundation principle—which the Danish people took a 
position on in the referendum in 1993, may not be 
undertaken until after a decision made in a new Danish 
referendum.” 


Jorgen Estrup is “extremely satisfied” with this resolu- 
tion. “I don’t believe that the proposal for a party vote 
will go any further after this.” 


Finland 


Government Concern Over Chechnya 
Developments 

LD0901164495 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Swedish 1400 GMT 9 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Finland is concerned over devel- 
opments in Chechnya and supports the involvement of 


committee expresses Finland’s deep concern over the 
fact that fighting is still going on and that the civilian 
population’s suffering continues. 


The Norwegian government too has today demanded a 
rapid end to the fighting in Chechnya. 


Haavisto Reacts to ‘Standby Force’ Proposal 


LD1001113695 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1000 GMT 10 Jan 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Heikki 
Haavisto thinks that UN Secretary General Butrus 
Butrus-Ghali’s proposal for setting up a special standby 
force for peacekeeping duties is significant. In Finland's 
view, however, the political observation, planning, and 
military leadership connected with peacekeeping activi- 
ties must be made more efficient. Finland would like to 
be able to state its views in good time. 


[Begin Haavisto recording} What I mean is that when the 
UN Security Council makes a decision on this peace- 
keeping, it would be good to know what type of opera- 
tion it will be, which countries will provide troops, and 
also how the financing of this operation can be orga- 
nized. At that time, it would be very important to hear 
from these countries at the stage when these basic 
decisions are being made. Now these decisions are made, 
and only later is there a search for all the resources. [end 
recording] 


Foreign Minister Haavisto stresses that the United 
Nation's ability to prevent conflicts in advance should be 
improved. A stable economic and social development 
also strengthens the feasibility of peace. 


Nordic Cooperation Seen Norway’s Link With EU 


BR0601160895 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 6 Jan 95 p 5 : 


[FINSKA NOTISBYRAN report: “Aho in Oslo: Coop- 
eration Provides Link With EU”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Esko Aho thinks 
that Nordic cooperation could be a link to the EU 
[European Union] for Norway and Iceland which have 
stayed outside the EU. Such interaction would definitely 
be in the interests of Finland, Sweden, and Denmark. 


Such cooperation would strengthen the base for a clear 
and strong northern policy and counteract the disadvan- 
tages of the EU border running through the Nordic area, 
Aho said in a speech in Oslo on Thursday [5 January] 


Aho sees three major challenges in Nordic policy. They 
are the defense of the Nordic cultural identity, the 
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realization of the Nordic dimension in the EU, and 
cooperation with the neighboring regions of Russia and 
the Baltic region. 

Aho thinks that the Nordic countries should pursue a 
common policy on the Baltic region, northwestern 
Russia, and the Barents Sea region. It is inevitable from 
the economic, political, and environmental viewpoints 
that this cooperation must be developed. And there is a 
major opportunity for the Nordic area and its industry if 
conditions in these regions stabilize and their economies 
recover, he pointed out. 


New Defense Minister Enestam Interviewed 


BRO0501143095 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 3 Jan 95 p 4 


[Report on interview with Finnish Defense Minister 
Jan-Erik Enestam by Staffan Bruun; date, place not 
given: “Make Conscription More International”) 


[FBIS translated text] Jan-Erik Enestam who took office 
as defense minister yesterday has no great ambitions for 
the three or four months remaining until the change of 
government. 


“] have no scope to carry out anything new in so short a 
time. But I believe that the striving for greater interna- 
tionalism which Elisabeth Rehn always stressed is very 
important. 


“During the winter the new law on peacekeeping will be 
completed. The new law will enable Finland to take part 
in actions like those the United Nations is currently 
mounting in Bosnia. Within the government we do not 
consider it right for the bill to go before the Eduskunta 
before the elections. We are therefore getting everything 
ready for the next government.” 


For Enestam the extended peacekeeping powers presup- 
pose further development of the conscription system: 


“Conscription must be given an international dimension 
so that we have trained people to send out when neces- 
sary. For me this international training could be given at 
the expense, for example, of closed order exercises.” 


Jan-Erik Enestam said that Major General Heikki Vilen 
has recently been appointed the OSCE’s representative 
in Nagorno-Karabakh. 


“We need to support and encourage this type of indi- 
vidual peace effort. And this presupposes training and 
internationalism.” 


So yesterday Jan-Erik Enestam took over the Defense 
Ministry. Elisabeth Rehn travels today to Strasbourg to 
become a member of the European Parliament. Yes- 
terday she was away from the ministry the whole day but 
in the evening she arranged a goodbye celebration for the 
people who work in the ministry’s information section. 


The minister’s secretary, Maarit Koivisto-Valio, had 
plenty to do scheduling interviews with the new minister. 
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For her, having worked so long with Elisabeth Rehn, the 
change of minister was particularly sad. 


“Yesterday I did shed a tear, it felt so sad to be separated 
from Elisabeth. But today I have had plenty to do and I 
am now beginning to get used to the fact that it is no 
longer Elisabeth sitting in the minister’s office,” the 
secretary explained. 


Jan-Enk Enestam spent his first hours as minister going 
through the routines with Koivisto-Valio and his assis- 
tant, Timo Junttila. With department head Pertti 
Nykanen he went through current issues. And in the 
afternoon he began to give interviews. 


“I have been minister for six hours now and have still 
not made a single decision,” he said when he met with 
HUFVUDSTADSBLADET at 1400 hours. His desk 
looked naked and empty. Gone were the pictures of 
Elisabeth Rehn’s children, grandchildren, and dogs. 
Enestam had not got as far as putting replacement 
pictures in place. 


[Bruun] Will conscripts notice that we have a new 
defense minister? 


[Enestam] Hardly. The daily pay will rise, but the credit 
for this goes not to me but to Elisabeth, even though it is 
I who will make the formal decision. I am also convinced 
that conscription can be made more meaningful. But it is 
a slow process. Elisabeth Rehn did a great deal, and | 
shall certainly not take away the doors which she made 
sure were installed in barrack toilets. 


[Bruun] Do you who have a beard believe that conscripts 
in Finland’s army should be allowed to grow beards? 


“I will not be taking any action on this issue,” Enestam 
answered with a smile. 


Finland's position as an observer in the WEU [Western 
European Union] will take up a large part of the Defense 
Ministry’s attention during the spring. 


“This is a new thing for all of us. That is why it is 
important first of all to get information. The prepara- 
tions for the EU summit in 1996 are also getting into 
gear. This is an important meeting as people will be 
making decisions there on the future development of the 
EU’s defense and security policy.” 


The relationship between the Defense Ministry and 
Aland was tense throughout Elisabeth Rehn’s time as 
minister. Enestam fears that the conflict will continue. 


“There is a difference of interpretation between the 
military leadership and Aland on the subject of demili- 
tarization | have every sympathy with the general staff's 
inter...» ind as an inhabitant of Aland for a few 
years Guri., Ae seventies I have also every sympathy 
with the Aland interpretation. I do not see any solution 
to this difference of interpretation.” 
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As the new defense minister Jan-Erik Enestam is also 
responsible for questions of equality between the sexes. 


“In the new law which is on the agenda the Eduskunta 
must reach a decision on a very difficult question, the 
introduction of sex quotas. Personally | am very much 
against quotas, but from a practical viewpoint I realize 
that the quotas must be introduced for a transitional 
period. And I fear that the transitional period could be 
very long.” 


The minister's home is at Vastanfjard in Kimito. So far 
he has travelled to his Eduskunta job by public transport. 
He can now begin to use a ministerial limousine. 


“Starting from the New Year the bus timetable from 
Turku to Vastanfjard has been changed, making it 
impossible to take the bus. Therefore the ministerial 
appointment came at a very appropriate moment. And | 
am not ashamed to travel home by car, the official car 
with driver is a benefit which is deducted from one’s 
salary regardless of whether one uses it or not. I will be 
using it,”’ Enestam said, looking pleased. 


Navy Unveils Secret Strategic Mine Weapons 
Program 


9SENO046A Helsinki SUOMEN KUVALEHTI in 
Finnish 18 Nov 94 pp 22-32 


[Article by Olli Ainola: “Small Country's Big Deterrent; 
Finland Has Built Key to Its Coastal Defense With 
Naval Mines, Underrated by Naval Powers of the West’’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Finland has quietly armed itself 
with one of the most effective mine weapons in Euro- 
pean waters. Designed to prevent a major invasion and a 
transit attack, the weapons system includes a fleet of 
nine mine carriers and thousands of different types of 
mines. 


In June of last year, foreign military experts serving in 
Helsinki awakened to a strange news report. 


An explosion had occurred at the Forcit plant in 
Hankoniemi, a company that specializes in explosives 
for mining operations, as a result of which two of the 
plant’s employees had to go to the hospital and 12 others 
received minor injuries. One of the plant's shops literally 
exploded into the air and pieces of the building and 
equipment parts flew about the plant area in all direc- 
tions. 


The foreigners’ interest in the matter grew when repre- 
sentatives of the plant reported that the substance that 
had exploded was a new “FPX” compound that was 
being produced for mine charges. 


Plant employees had been studying a mine charge when 
they heard a hissing sound coming from it. They man- 
aged to run to safety just before the substance exploded 
and they escaped alive as if by a miracle. 
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Another six mine charges also went off, triggered by the 
pressure of the explosion. They completely destroyed the 
plant’s finishing shop. The accident was more of an 
annoyance to the Navy staff on Lauttasaari in Helsinki, 
since it did not cause extensive physical damage. Had the 
research effort that had devoured millions and been kept 
secret for years gone down the drain? 


Years Ahead of Competitors 


Explosives chemist Juho Hyyppa had contacted Forcit 
10 years before. He had developed a new way of pro- 
ducing an explosive that was more effective than the 
former ones. The discovery was based on plastic poly- 
mers, for the explosive applications of which they have 
been trying to compete in all of the world’s arms powers. 


In the Hanko company their curiosity was aroused and 
the company seized on its opportunity. Within a few 
years Forcit had presented the military with a combina- 
tion of chemical elements not a single one of which was 
in itself an explosive, but which together and attached to 
a detonator formed a powerful projectile charge. The 
components that produce an explosion—the incendiary 
agent and the oxidant—-were mixed with the plastic 
material in a mold, thus creating a very stable com- 
pound. The product was dubbed FP X—Forcit polymeric 
explosive. In the company they thought that the formula 
seemed to be made for military engineer operations. 
However, the ground forces had no use for it. 


By chance, a group of Navy staff officers arrived at the 
plant. They had been assigned the task of planning and 
implementing a Finnish naval mine for the 1990's. Over 
30 years had already gone by since the previous project. 


They set about making use of FPX for the Navy project. 


For a long time everything seemed to be almost revolu- 
tionary. Finland seemed to have leapt forward to take a 
lead of years over its competitors. Mass production of 
the explosive charge was begun. 


Studies and calculations indicated that the mine charge 
was stable. It was supposed to withstand high tempera- 
tures, rough handling, and even being shot through or 
having another mine explode alongside it without going 
off. 


These properties seemed to markedly improve storage 
density. More mines could be gotten into coastal and 
Archipelago mine dumps, which would reduce storage 
costs. 


Minelaying speed would also increase. Since a minelayer 
holds about 200 ordinary mines, it would be possible to 
load it with perhaps a fifth more new and older mines. 


But then it exploded. They had to change their plans. 


The accident investigation board’s final report will be 
ready soon. A completely unequivocal reason for the 
accident has not been found. 
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According to Kari Lehtola, who is heading the investi- 
gation, it is possible that the components of the explosive 
compound and the components of the mold reacted to 
each other in such a way that hydrogen may have been 
formed or that the compound's properties were altered 
to become more prone to explosion. 


The accident has in an instant turned the little Hanko 
company into a world-renowned company in its field. 
Foreign firms have offered it help in further developing 
FPX. Most of them, however, have been regarded as sly 
foxes approaching [the hen house] and their offers have 
been turned down. 


Finnish Navy's Chief Weapon 


This mine may for good reason be described as the 
Finnish Navy's secret weapon. While neighboring coun- 
tries are quite familiar with Finland’s naval defense 
doctrine, few laymen know how much Finland's coastal 
defense depends on mines. Unnoticed, they have been 
amassed in large—isiternationally viewed—quantities in 
storage dumps. 


“It is a strategic naval weapon that is optimally suited to 
our coastline. The defense of Aland in particular is 
decisively based on mines,” recently retired Armed 
Forces chief Adm. Jan Klenberg said. 


According to Klenberg, the Armed Forces deliberately 
maintained silence on the weapons system. They feared 
that publicity might have hampered procurements. Sen- 
sitive in terms of foreign policy, the terms of the peace 
treaty exerted their influence behind the scenes. 


As a leading news medium, SUOMEN KUVALEHTI 
received permission to describe the Navy's new mines 
and the handling of the mines on the mine deck of the 
minelayer Hameenmaa. As for the Navy, it providedma- 
terial supplementary to the photo materials, the publica- 
tion of which had previously been prohibited. 


The technical details of the weapons system are still a 
very big secret. The mine is a so-called threshold 
weapon, the effectiveness of which is essentially based on 
its preventive, deterrent effect. This is why they are 
unwilling to reveal specific data on the minelaying fleet's 
performance, the number of mines, and its detailed 
modes of operation. 


According to naval officers, the mine is a weapon by 
means of which it is possible to avoid and thus win a war 
without even using the weapon at all. 


Shallow Channels and Clayey Bottom Favor Mines 


Finland has had lengthy, in part sad experience with 
mines. During World War Il over 60,000 mines were 
dropped into the Gulf of Finland. One of its heaviest 
losses of the war was when the armored naval vessel 
Ilmarinen struck a mine in 1941 and 271 men were lost. 


The objective of the minefields laid down by the Ger- 
mans and the Finns was, among other things, to prevent 
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Soviet submarines from getting into the Baltic, thus 
protecting the importing of food into Finland and ship- 
ments of raw materials important to industry. 


After the war, about 20,000 mines were cleared. Most of 
them sank to the sea bottom, some of which still occa- 
sionally bob up to the surface and drift to shore. 

According to the Navy, Finland's coastline is still opti- 
mally suited to mine warfare. The waters are shallow, the 
Archipelago is shoaly and labyrinthine, which is why 
maritime traffic—and potential channels of attack—to 
the mosi important coastal administrative, industrial, 
and population centers moves along well-known, in 
places narrow sea channels. They can be quickly mined. 


Persian Gulf War Forced Us To Reappraise Situation 


As a consequence of the Persian Gulf War, the impor- 
tance of this weapon in waging war at sea is growing. The 
minefield laid by the Iraqis off the coast of Kuwait in 
practice prevented U.S. marines from landing from the 
sea, which was one of the biggest setbacks of the war for 
the alliance. 


Even mines produced at the beginning of the century 
proved to be incalculably destructive. Three U.S. war- 
ships struck mines during the war and during the earlier 
Iraq-Iran conflict. The damage was estimated at over a 
billion markkaa and, in addition, the vessels were out of 
action for a long time. 


The U.S. Navy recognized the fact that a mine, regarded 
as an ungentlemanly weapon, is anything but an obsolete 
weapon. Almost everywhere in the West they have begun 
to invest heavily in defense against mines. It will, how- 
ever, be a long time before defense against mines 
achieves a technical lead over mines. 


Mines themselves have been laid on the drawing board. 
With cuts in defense budgets and ‘‘more- 
bangs-per-buck” thinking becoming more widespread, 
mines are returning to the West's arsenal. 

Naval mines are above all regarded as defensive 
weapons. Nevertheless, the world’s naval powers see 
them as a threat to themselves and their freedom of 
action. 

In particular, the banning of so-called infantry mines, on 
which fairly widespread unanimity can probably be 
arrived at, has been discussed in the United Nations, 
among other places. The damage caused by them to 
civilian bystanders—as in Vietnam and Afghanistan-— 
has given rise to moral indignation everywhere. 


The matter has been thrashed out in the corridors of 
Geneva during deliberations on extending application of 
the so-called dirty weapons agreement concluded in 
1980. In connection with this, Sweden, among others, 
has proposed restrictions on naval mines as well. 


The great naval powers, Great Britain and the United 
States in particular, take a favorable view of a total ban 
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on naval mines. They have national interests beyond 
seas that have to be defended and they view mines as 
being hazardous to their operations. 


Finland views restrictions on naval mines with certain 
reservations, but is more willing to impose restrictions 
on the use of infantry mines. 


Done To Prevent Invasion and Transiting Offensive 


In Finland we have ended up with mines because they 
are suitable for the [configuration of the] marine area, 
but above all for the sake of peace. Mines are consider- 
ably more cost-effective than alternative weapons sys- 
tems like, for example, troops stationed on the coast or 
an open-sea 


Typical modern mines cost from 100,000 to 400,000 
markkaa apiece. A minelayer costs about 200 million. 


Mines are used to ward off invasions of the coast and to 
prevent the use of Finland's territorial waters for a 
so-called transiting offensive, among other things. 


Although the decisions to improve mines were made in 
the 1980’s during the Cold War, before the disintegra- 
tion of the Warsaw Pact and the USSR, these decisions 
are considered to be appropriate under the present 
circumstances too, in which the emphasis has shifted 
closer to Finland's coastline than it was before, but also 
in which the threat of a major attack on Finland has 
diminished. 

This weapon is important because of Russia's security 
interests, among other reasons. 


“The importance of mines will probably remain 
unchanged. From the viewpoint of Russia and our other 
neighbors as well, Finland's ability to prevent the unau- 
thorized use of our territory against them may increase 
the importance of mines, although not markedly as 
compared with earlier decades. The same factors were 
already operating before too,” chief mine officer Com- 
mander Jaakko Savisaari said. 


Decision To Commence Lies With President and 
Government 


The Navy classifies minefields according to use into 
protective, supplementary, and tactical minefields. The 
use of all of them presupposes at least a threat of war. 


The Navy can commence laying minefields only with the 
permission of the president and the government. 


According to the readiness plans, protective minefields 
are generally laid at the mouths of sea lanes in our own 
territorial waters before actual military operations. They 
are used in deep spots, among other location, which 
submarines may use in trying to reach their operational 
areas through Finland's territorial waters. Minefields 
prevent unauthorized use and also direct traffic to the 
desired sealanes to increase the effectiveness of inspec- 
tions. 
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According to the Navy, protective minefields do not 
necessarily overly restrict maritime traffic. Fishing and 
civilian traffic are prohibited in mined areas. 


If the threat of an attack grows, the protective minefields 
can be supplemented, in which case the defense is 
increased in depth. Defensive minefields are laid in 
channels leading from the sea to the coast which are 
under threat. 


Tactical minefields are laid during military actions. They 
are placed in channel narrows in the vicinity of the coast, 
at the entrances to ports, and in restricted waters of the 
Archipelago. 


The laying down of protective minefields is a serious 
kind of political decision, which is also this weapon's 
greatest weakness—it is only operational in the sea. 
Among other things, whether mines have already been 
used elsewhere in the Baltic is an important consider- 
ation in arriving at a decision. 


Everybody uses mines and even a small number of them 
considerably restricts maritime traffic. The cost of 
freight and insurance is rising and some tonnage will 
probably stop being shipped altogether. 


Successful use of this weapon depends on whether mine- 
laying begins early enough. An army planning an attack 
may launch its defense against mines by making surprise 
attacks on mine stores and the most effective minelayers. 
A mine laid in the sea is harder to eliminate. 


On the other hand, laying mines restricts Finland's 
foreign trade, over 90 percent of which moves by sea. In 
the Navy they estimate that under the best of circum- 
stances maritime traffic only has to adjust to conditions 
like those of normal icy winters. 


Under the worst of circumstances, maritime traffic is 
considerably reduced to only Finnish tonnage and a few 
channels, which will be quickly felt in industrial raw 
material stocks and on shop selves, among other places. 
To be sure, in a tense international situation trade would 
already be restricted for other reasons. During the Per- 
sian Gulf War, among other occasions, there were short- 
ages of many crucial products on world markets. 


Most Important Lanes Closed Within 24 Hours 


As with many Baltic navies, in the Finnish Navy too 
nearly all warships are capable of laying mines. The 
ability to lay mines has increased rapidly; according to 
the Navy, it is at present three times as great as it was in 
the 1980's. 


Three minelayers form the core of the minelaying fleet: 
The Pohjanmaa, built in 1979, and the Hameenmaa and 
the Uusimaa, built in 1992. The last two of these are 
probably the best of their kind in the world. The Swedes 
unofficially offered to buy similar vessels if Finland were 
to end up with JAS fighter aircraft. 
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These ships can operate under all conditions found in the 
Baltic. The planning and laying of minefields are con- 
ducted with the aid of computers and are largely auto- 
mated. The location of every mine dropped into the 
water is recorded within an accuracy range of a few 
meters. 


Mine ferries and fast mine boats complement the mine- 
layers. Transport ferries and communications vessels are 
also used for laying mines. 


Civilian vessels can be used for laying mines but, 
according to theNavy, that is very unlikely since the 
Navy's own equipment is considered to be sufficient and 
many merchant ships are large, cumbersome, and easy 
targets. 


The Navy is of the opinion that, measured in terms of 
surface vessels, Finland’s minelaying capability is first- 
rate in Europe. Perhaps [only] Sweden comes anywhere 
close to it. 


Whereas a total of 2,500 anchored naval mines were laid 
in 1944, a year of bitter defensive fighting, today’s 
minelaying fleet can lay over a thousand medium-sized 
contact mines at a time. 


According to Navy commander in chief Rear Admiral 
Sakari Visa, Finland can mine all the most important sea 
lanes from Kotka to Turku-—and even farther than that 
if need be—within 24 hours. 


On the other hand, aircraft and submarines must also be 
included in our minelaying capability. Finland does not 
do well in this comparison since the Armed Forces do 
not have the equipment for laying minefields from the 
air or from underwater, a fact which the Navy regards as 
a weakness. 


In the Navy they also bemoan the fact that Finland does 
not, even in peacetime, have remote-controled mine- 
fields laid on the sea bottom as does, for example, 
Sweden. Such minefields ensure that there is always an 
operational mine barrier to a potential aggressor. 


Finland Has “Enough” Mines 


According to the Navy, Finland has “enough” different 
types of naval mines at the present time. They intend to 
continue stocking old 1943 and 1958-vintage contact 
mines for a long time to come since mixed minefields, in 
which there are different types of mines, are considered 
to be the most effective kind and the hardest to clear. 


According to British sources, Russia has the most mines, 
about 300,000. This is over four or five times as many as 
in the U.S. arsenal. 


Finland's stock of naval mines consisted—at least during 
the first half of the 1980°s—solely of contact mines, 
which still account for most of them in terms of num- 
bers. In 1983, after the peace treaty was revised, Finland 
procured modern, so-calied impulse mines, at first from 
the USSR and later from Great Britain. 
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The Navy’s most-advanced model at the moment is the 
English Marconi Company's Stonefish mine, which con- 
tains 2 French plastic bonding agent explosive charge. Its 
electronic components and detonator safety devices are 
manufactured under license in Finland. 


Efforts have also been made here to improve the mine. 
Collaboration with Forcit was aimed at replacing the 
explosive charge with the domestic FPX compound. in 
Finnish hands the mine became shorter and lighter. The 
original aluminum casing was also replaced with a safer, 
reinforced plastic one. 


After the Hankoniemi accident, the composition of the 
compound was temporarily altered in that a certain 
amount of ordinary explosive material was also added to 
it so that production could be continued. 


According to Jaakko Savisaari, the objective is an 
entirely Finnish impulse mine in which the electronics 
would also be domestically made in addition to the 
explosive charge. The mine may be provided with a 
self-recognition device that would distinguish our vessels 
from others and would not damage them. 


Forcit also continues to improve on the FPX compound. 
Patent protection for the invention is expected any day 
now. The new formula, FPX-7, is at a stage of develop- 
ment in which test explosions are to begin in about a 
year. 


[Box, p 29] 


Finland Prepared for Restrictiens 


In Navy commander in chief Sakari Visa's opinion, 
Finland needs an entirely domestic impulse mine. Com- 
mander in chief Sakari Visa said that Finland will agree 
to stricter international regulations that heretofore on 
mines. 


To be promoted to the rank of rear admiral in early 
December, Navy commander in chief Sakari Visa is 
frightened at the thought of banning naval mines, which 
the major naval powers propose every now and then. 
Mines are the Navy's most important weapon and large 
sums as well as nearly all of its vessels are invested in 
them. 


“If naval mines are ever banned, it will result in a big 
change in Navy doctrine (defense strategy). At that time 
nearly all of our equipment will have to be replaced,” 
Visa said. 

However, the Navy has no objection to the imposition of 
restrictions on the use of naval mines, since, according to 
Visa, Finland voluntarily observes the rules of fair play 
in its readiness plans. If it starts to lay mines, Finland 
announces that there is a danger posed by mines in 
certain areas of its territorial waters, in which case using 
them is prohibited and the ban is monitored. 


Visa thinks that Finland may also agree to tighter inter- 
national restrictions than before on infantry mines 
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without ground forces defense capability’s suffering 
from same. U.S. President Bill Clinton recently pro- 
posed such restrictions at a general meeting of the 
United Nations. 


Need for Domestic Mine 


According to the commander in chief, naval mines will 
continue to be of central importance to Finland’s defense 
for along time to come, far into the next century. He feels 
that it is important for Finland to produce a series of 
impulse mines fully designed by Finns. 

When a mine is designed and produced from start to 
finish by ourselves, we get what we want and we can, in 
a pinch, produce more of them here in Finland, Visa 
argued. 


If we resort to imported products, in his opinion, it is 
always possible that some weak point is concealed in 
them—an undetectable “biack box,” a program com- 
mand, or anything at all—by means of which the 
aggressor may interfere with the operation of the weapon 
or render it inoperable. 


Visa also justifies his view of the situation with the 
changes [that have taken place] in the way war is now 
viewed and in its nature. Solutions relying on large troop 
units (like Finland’s territorial defense strategy) are 
giving way to smaller special units that have the best 
tehnology that can be obtained at their disposal. 


Diabolical Weapon 


An impulse mine is detonated on the sea bottom when it 
detects a vessel from the disturbances the latter creates, 
such as the sounds of its propellers, pumps, and engines. 
The range of a sound impulse is hundreds of meters, or 
several kilometers, which is why it is usually used to 
activate the other sensors and electronic components of 
a mine. 


A mine detonates when it detects the magnetic or pres- 
sure impulses, whose range is tens of meters, produced 
by a vessel. Every ship produces disturbances that are 
characteristic of it, on the basis of which it can be 
roughly identified and a mine can be made to be selec- 
tive. 


All of them differ in appearance from the older, globe- 
shaped contact mines. They are 1-3-meter-long cylin- 
ders. One of the Russian mines and the British mine are 
53 cm in diameter, which is due to the standard for 
torpedoes. 


New impulses are constantly being developed. In Fin- 
land they are among others studying an impulse based on 
electrical induction, which they at first plan to use in 
minesweeping operations. 

Vessel Doesn't Have To Be Sunk 


Different kinds of controls and processors that make it 
harder to clear them can be instailed in mines. A mine, 
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for example, cannot be switched on until a week afier 
being deposited. Similarly, it can be ordered to neu- 
tralize itself after having been in the water for some time, 
which makes it easier to defuse a minefield once the 
threat is over. 


With the aid of counters, it is possible to program a mine 
to detonate at the earliest after five (or any number 
whatsoever) minesweepers or other vessels have passed 
it. A mine may also be silenced for a while after detecting 
an artificial impulse created by 2 minesweeper. 


An attacking ship does not have to be “sunk.” It is more 
important to get it to stop and put it out of action. 


An effort is made to direct the destructive effect cf the 
mine to the ship’s most vulnerable spot, the engine 
room, where the important electrical and other auxiliary 
devices are often located. 


The size of the charge is important. If there is too much 
explosive material, the explosion breaks the surface of 
the water and the pressure wave is harmlessly discharged 
into the air. 


Contact mines explode most often at the bow of a ship, 
which does not necessarily stop the ship. Impulse mines 
are programmed to explode with a short delay, whereby 
the explosion is directed to the bottom of the ship and 


The explosion produces a series of pressure shocks that 
rock the ship, rupturing its structural elements. The 
objective is to damage the delicate fire-control, naviga- 
tion, and mechanical systems, without which the vessel 
is disabled. 


New and Old Mixed 


A minefield usually contains tens of mines. New and old 
mines are used mixed together so that it would be as 
difficult as possible to clear them. 


The design of the minefield, the number of mines, and 
how far apart from one another they are depend on the 
shapes of the areas to be blocked, the kind of sea bottom, 
etc. If, for example, a sea lane is to be mined, the mines 
are dropped in lines diagonal to the channel. This way 
the so-called degree of impediment is raised, that is, it is 
as if the trap were being made denser. Impulse mines can 
be laid more widely spaced than contact mines. The 
minelaying can be integrated into collaboration with the 
coastal artillery batteries, which control the minelaying, 
protect the minelayers, and monitor the minefields after 
they are laid. 

The Navy's minelayers can record |the locations} of 
every mine they lay with a degree of accuracy of a few 
meters in any kind of weather. The minefields can be 
quickly defused later with the aid of the location charts. 


Prospects for Improving Mines 


The importance of naval minefields is increasing as a 
result of the Persian Gulf War, among other things. The 
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simple Iraqi minefields prevented a landing by sea, 
which was a severe blow to the alliance. 


In the NATO countries, among others, they are investing 
heavily in mines and minesweeping. 


Torpedo Mine 


A combination of an impulse mine and a torpedo. It is 
dropped to the sea bottom in a capsule from which the 
mine goes to its target with the aid of its own motor. 


Swimming Mine 
A special mine that can be fired from, for example, a 


submarine, which swims to the operation area under its 
own power, afterward turning into an impulse mine. 


Burrowing Mine 


An impulse mine that conceals itself in the soft sea 
bottom with the aid of its drilling device, thus making it 
difficult to clear it. 


Insensitive Mine 

An explosive charge made of plastic polymer com- 
pounds, insensitive, so-called IM explosive (IM = insen- 
sitive munition). Withstands very high temperatures, 
rough handling, and hits by bullets and shrapnel without 
exploding. 


Mine 2000? 


Asymmetrical in form, coated with trace materials, 
blends in with the sea bottom, and is difficult to clear. It 
is provided with powerful microprocessors that enable it 
to pinpoint the target and its location more accurately 
than before. 


Moscow Was Softened up With Viadimirov's Heip 


Koivisto relied on KGB channels for important matters. 
President Mauno Koivisto ordered his officials to soften 
up Moscow in order to procure impulse mines with the 
help of KGB Gen. Viktor Viadimirov. 


Finland did not get its first impulse mines into operation 
until well over 10 years ago, since the Allies had banned 
them in the terms of the peace treaty as being “assauit 
weapons,” as was also the case with missiles, subma- 
rines, torpedo be>ts, and bombers, among others. 


Attempts to ° » + ON mines and torpedo boats 
had been mau T.. (nes in the 1960's and 1970's, 
but they were rejectc ve and again. 


The most serious action was taken in 1982. According to 
Finland’s then-ambassador to London Iikka Pastinen, its 
prime mover was Defense Ministry department head 
Aimo Pajunen. 


“Without Pajunen, nothing would have come of it. He 
was unquestionably its initiator and implementer. i 
myself served as his ‘agent’ in London,” Pastinen said. 
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The Navy’s defesne capability was seriously deterio- 
rating because of the restrictions imposed by the peace 
treaty. Pajunen viewed impulse mines as a solution to 
the problem. 


Pajunen had then commander in chief of the Navy Jan 
Klenberg draw up a memo on impulse mines. The top 
military leaders weighed the alternatives and ended up 
with Pajunen’s approach. 


The peace treaty’s ban on mines was considered to be 
out-of-date. Impulse mines had replaced contact mines 
the world over and they had been transformed into 
defense weapons. 


impulse mines were even regarded as being advanta- 
geous. The range of magnetic, acoustic, or pressure 
impulses would increase the so-called degree of impedi- 
ment of a minefield obtained with the same number of 
mines fivefold as compared with contact mines. 


With their many electronic auxiliary systems, impulse 
rnines were in addition thought to be considerably more 
difficult to clear than enchored contact mines. To top it 
all, the production of impulse mines had become easier 
and cheaper with technological development. 


The conclusion was that this provision of the peace 
treaty was to be rescinded or reinterpreted, as had been 
done earlier, in 1962, with the security governing defense 
missiles. 


Fast, Effective KGB Channel 


With his memos in hand, Pajunen went to Foreign 
Ministry Undersecretary of State Keijo Korhonen, who 
couid go along with his hope. In his opinion too, impulse 
mines were perfectly suited to improving Armed Forces 
performance. 


It was Korhonen’s jobs to talk President Koivisto into 
backing the plan. The president did not ponder it for 
long. Koivisto ordered Korhonen and Pajunen to sound 
out embassy counselor Viktor Viadimirov to see what 
Moscow would think if Finland were to reinterpret the 
peace treaty. 


The president trusted KGB Generali Viadimirov more 
than he did ambassador Viadimir Sobolev. The security 
service's “party channel” offered a direct, effective, and 
fast way to get to the Soviet leaders, a way which, 
according to Koivisto, made the handling of relations 
with the USSR smoother and faster. 


This channel had been established during Urho Kek- 
konen’s presidency. Its imporiance did not dawn on 
Koivisto until after he was elected president in 1982. 
Right away, at their first meeting, First Prime Minister 
Nikolay Tikhonov and later President Yuri Andropov 
told Koivisto that they wished he would expressly use the 
channel of the security service for important matters. 
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Viadimirov himself was in the habit of boasting that he 
was his government's representative in Helsinki and that 
the ambassador was merely the Soviet Foreign Ministry. 


Government ! caders Were Protected 

According to Keijo Korhonen, the whole time the 
assumption was that Finland would not ask the USSR 
for “permission,” but that they would try to find ways of 
progressing through discussion. 


“At the same time, they carried out their assignments 
unofficially so that neither the government nor the 
president would under any circumstances be compro- 
mised. This is why officials were employed.” 
Korhonen invited Viadimirov to lunch at the Havis 
Amanda in downtown Helsinki. According to 
Viadimirov, Korhonen defended his position so con- 
vincingly that he could not help but agree with him. 
Viadimirov Moscow Korhonen’s inquiry 
and proposed that the Finns’ request be complied with. 
In his opinion, naval mines are defense weapons and, in 
view of the military articles of the Friendship, Cooper- 
ation, and Mutual Assistance Pact, the USSR would also 
be interested in improving Finland's defense capability. 


Pian Was Leaked to London Newspapers 
Moscow’s reply arrived quickly. They felt that it would 


might have been raised at home over shady arms deals: 
after all, we had lived through years of peace movement 
power. 


Making it public, on the other hand, led to 2 diplomatic 
conflict. ee See ee eee a © Oe 
wording of the press release drafted 


The USSR noted that 
altered, which it certainly would have agreed to if 
Finland had appealed on the basis of the 

Cooperation, and Mutual Assistance Pact. This, on the 
other hand, Finland did not want to do. That would have 
opened the way to a tightening of the pact or at least to 
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a reaction on the part of Western countries. Still fresh in 
people’s memory was the hullabaloo over the 1978 war 
maneuvers. 


The president was irritated too, but he later calmed 
down and approved his officiais’ decision. The 
Tehtaankatu embassy’s [address of former Soviet 
ee in Helsinki] information gap was blamed for 
the 


That very same year, the Navy acquired the use of 
Russian mines triggered by acoustic impulses. Mines 
were procured from England in 1985. 


Defense F Guerrilla in 
orces Prepare Dugouts 


LD0501203395 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1530 GMT 5 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Finnish Defense Forces 
have, in secrecy, built dozens of structures hidden under- 
ground for guerrilla activities. The carefully hidden 
dugouts and foxholes are to be support centers for 
guerrillas in a possible attack situation. Some of the 
structures have been built entirely without the knowl- 
edge of landowners. There are differing opinions within 
the Defense Forces about the legality of the dugouts. One 
of the dugouts was found in Ylaemaa. [passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] There are dozens of dugouts in good 
condition like this one in Ylaemaa and smaller covered 
shelters here near the southeastern border; the Defense 
Forces do not want to disclose the exact number or the 
location of them. The structures have been built as 
practice work at the Reserve Officers’ School over sev- 
eral years. The ultimate aim of these dugouts is to act as 
accommodation and observation posts for guerrillas in a 
possible attack situation. The model for this action is 
from the Vietnam war. Colonel Kari Hietanan, director 
of the Reserve Officers’ School: 


[Begin Hietanen recording] So that guerrillas can hide 
themselves in the area when the enemy goes over, so that 
they can stay there, even in a small area. A small united 
army that is well trained, which knows its terrain, and 
that has the will to fight can fight very effectively against 
a superpower army, even win. [end recording] 


[Correspondent] However, there is no unanimity about 
the legality of the existence of the dugouts and secret 
foxholes, even in the Defense Forces. What has espe- 
cially aroused amazement is that some of them have 
been built totally without the knowledge of the land- 
owners. The Reserve Officers’ School is of the opinion 
that the justification for the building is a law that gives 
soldiers rights that are more extensive than Everyman's 
Rights to move on privately-owned lands. A Defense 
Forces lawyer disagrees. [passage omitted] 

Still, the building of the dugouts and foxholes is to be 


continued for local defense. Im addition to trainee 
officers, even reservists could take part in the building: 
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The first exercises of the voluntary national defense 
organizations will take place here in the coming spring. 


Valmet To End Redigo Trainer Production 


95ENOOS8A Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 26 Nov 94 p 8 


[Finnish News Agency (FNB) report: “No More Redigo 
Planes”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Valmet Aircraft Industry is dis- 
continuing production of the Redigo trainer plane. Some 
30 Redigo planes have been manufactured at Valmet’s 
airplane factory in Kuorevesi. Ten of them were sold to 
the Finnish Air Force. The plane has also been sold 
abroad, including sales to the Mexican Navy. 


According to Valmet it is impossible to make production 
of the Redigo profitable. It would require a constant 
annual order backlog for around 20 planes. 


The last Redigo airplane will be completed in the spring. 
The factory in Kuorevesi is prepared to manufacture 
eight new planes. 


The Redigo plane provided work for about 140 people at 
Valmet. A third of them will be dismissed. In addition 
some workers will be laid off. After the personnel reduc- 
tions are made Valmet Aircraft will still employ around 
850 people. 


Valmet Aircraft manufactures parts for Saab’s commer- 
cial plane and the Hornet fighter plane, among other 
things. The unit is also responsible for the maintenance 
of all air force planes. 


Shutdown To Cost 85 Million 


Halting production of the Redigo will involve a one-time 
expense of 85 million markkas. The figure consists 
primarily of a reduction in value of items in the balance 
sheet. 


Valmet Aircraft President Juhani Markula would not 
disclose the size of Valmet’s losses on the Redigo project. 
He simply noted that it has produced losses. 


According to Markula the aircraft industry will concen- 
trate on subcontracts and service in the future. However 
he is not prepared to say that the Redigo will be the last 
large-scale domestic airplane project. 


Valmet Aircraft Industry’s sales are expected to total 
around 280 million markkas this year. It is estimated 
that the company’s operating loss for this year will be 
around 30 million markkas. A positive result is expected 
next year, however. 


Project Dogged by Misfortune 


The Redigo project has been dogged by misfortune since 
the beginning. A prototype of the plane crashed during a 
test flight in Kuorevesi in 1985. The pilot and an 
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engineer who was on board died. An improved prototype 
crashed at an air show in Belgium in 1988. The pilot died 
in that case too. 


The Redigo is a four-seat training and commuter plane. 
The propeller-driven Redigo has also been marketed as 
part of a training system for jet fighter pilots. 


According to Markula the basic concept behind the 
Redigo was good, but there was not enough demand on 
the market. “Competitors have not done any business 
either,” he said. 

Valmet had placed great hope in compensation pur- 
chases for the Hornet deal, but there were no big com- 
pensation purchases. However the Hornet’s manufac- 
turer, McDonnel-Douglas, did buy 10 planes and at least 
some of them have been resold. 


Valmet is willing to sell the license to marufacture the 
Redigo if someone wants to produce the plane. That 
would also give Valmet an opportunity io deliver parts 
for the planes manufactured under license. But at 
present no manufacturer has shown an interest. 


In the spring there was a rumor that Slovakia was 
interested in licensed manufacturing, but according to 
Markula Valmet has no cooperative projects under way 
with Slovakia. 


De Larosiere Lauds Finnish Role in EBRD 


9SENOOS8B Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 26 Nov 94 p 8 


[Article by Katarina Koivisto: “Finland an Important 
Partner for European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD)”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Finland’s Export Credit and 
Guarantee Agency has signed a cooperative agreement 
with the European Bank for Reconstruction and Devel- 
opment, EBRD. The agreement, which was signed 
Friday [25 November] in Helsinki in connection with 
EBRD chief governor Jacques de Larosiere’s trip to 
Finland, means that Finnish institutions will be able to 
participate in analyzing any new projects in East Europe 
and facilitate cooperation among institutions. 


“Finland is an important cooperative partner in the 
EBRD,” said de Larosiere, “because Finnish interest in 
Russia and the Baltic states is so great. We are already 
cooperating a great deal with Finnish authorities and 
companies, and the cooperation could be developed 
further.” 


To date the EBRD has invested around 4.7 billion 
European Currency Units (ECU), or close to 30 billion 
Finnish markkas, in projects in East Europe, and Fin- 
land has actively participated in carrying out projects 
financed by the bank. The large projects include the 
sewage treatment plant in Tallinn and a sewage treat- 
ment plant for part of St. Petersburg. Finnish firms are 
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taking part in 10 EBRD projects with a total value of 1.8 
billion markkas. The EBRD’s share of the financing is 
550 million. 


One of the other projects Finnish firms are involved in is 
building the Daugava hotel in Latvia. 


From a Finnish point of view, the nuclear safety fund 
administered by the EBRD is of special importance. The 
fund has initiated measures to improve safety at Bul- 
garian nuclear power plants and at the Ignalina nuclear 
power plant in Lithuania. According to EBRD’s Finnish 
board member, Rauli Suikkanen, a decision to improve 
the nuclear power plants in Poyarny Zory on the Kola 
peninsula and in Sosnoviy Bor outside St. Petersburg 
will be reached before the end of the year. 


“Our own resources are limited, and therefore we try to 
function as a catalyst so that the steps we take give rise to 
new projects,” said de Larosiere. He stressed that two- 
thirds of the development bank's investments will go to 
the private sector and that special attention is now paid 
to developing small- and medium-sized industries. 


According to de Larosiere, it is a question of showing 
that the EBRD can function effectively and be of assis- 
tance so that perhaps member countries will take part 
and increase the capital base when the bank’s first 
mandate period expires two years from now. So far the 
attitude in the European countries, especially among the 
world’s seven leading industrial nations in the so-called 
G-7 group, has been very positive, he stressed. 


During his visit to Finland, de Larosiere met Prime 
Minister Esko Aho, Foreign Trade Minister Pertti Salo- 
lainen, and representatives of Finnish industry. 


Daily on Government's Handling of Pekkanen Plan 


95EN0046B Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in 
Finnish 18 Nov 94 p 2 


[Editorial: “Government Pushes for Cuts on Eve of 
Elections”’} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] After dithering for a long time, 
the Esko Aho government has finally taken the baton in 
hand and set about noisily promoting the proposals of 
the president's committee on employment. It is up to the 
government to assume the initiative in the matter, nor 
did it really have’ any other option. This is why the 
greatest reason for suspense was how the government 
would escape the political dangers Pekkanen’s paper 
contains—especially the budget cuts. Namely, pushing 
for them on the eve of elections is no picnic. 


As concerns this, the government's strategy was skillfully 
formulated. The government announced that it approves 
of the basic outlines of the economic policy proposed by 
the Pekkanen committee and that it is prepared to step 
up measures designed to lower unemployment to 
200,000 workers by the end of the decade. This is also a 
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recognition of the fact that painful budget cuts must still 
be made in this country to balance the national 
economy. The government furthermore promised to 
launch negotiations on far-reaching reforms involving 
the working world and the labor market. A mutual 
understanding with the opposition and the labor organi- 
zations is, however, a prerequisite for the government to 
take action in the way it has outlined. In other words, the 
government will not agree to assuming responsibility for 
it unless the opposition shares the burden. 


Henceforth the government can no longer be accused of 
dawdling over the Pekkanen paper. It is clear that [the 
proposals] will be set in motion. Nevertheless, there is 
good reason to ask how serious the government is about 
this. Is its offer genuine or a political maneuver through 
which it is shifting the responsibility away from itself? 


The governr.:ent’s honesty may be at least questioned. 
That is, its offer has been made in such a way as to create 
great difficulties for the opposition and the labor orga- 
nizations. The government expects the opposition to 
commit itself to continuing with the old budget cuts 
before tackling new ones. Therefore, the opposition is 
now supposed to accept everything it has opposed during 
this entire administration term. The same applies to the 
labor union movement. They are being offered labor law 
and unemployment insurance reforms that they have at 
times even violently rejected. As usual, the farm sector, 
on the other hand, is conspicuous by its absence from the 
government's offer. 


The timetables also pose big problems. If negotiations 
leading to a breakthrough should be produced between 
the government, the opposition, and the unions, the 
government would have to submit a lot of new bills to 
Parliament. It is doubtful whether Parliament will have 
time to deal with even the most important of these since 
even completing the budget is being shifted to next year. 


The government's offer to negotiate cannot be 
attacked—at least not of being embellished—no matter 
what its motives may be. The government has tossed its 
budget cuts program on the table, a program that will 
have to be implemented before long in any event—at the 
latest after the elections. In so doing, the government is 
also admitting that the cuts made up to now have not 
been sufficient. 


The SDP [Social Democratic Party] and the labor union 
movement's initial reactions to the offer to negotiate 
were rather cool. Nevertheless, they too realize that the 
problems will not just go away by postponing decisions. 
A good indication of this is SDP vice chairman Liisa 
Jaakonsaari’s bold list of expenditures to be cut. The new 
government's first task will have to be to secure the old 
cuts amounting to 16 billion markkaa. It would be in 
everyone’s interest to get them out of the way now during 
the Aho administration. One would think that this would 
at least inspire the opposition to seize upon the govern- 
ment’s offer to negotiate. 
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Norway 


Godal Demands Kozyrev Help End War in 
Chechnya 


LD0901130295 Helsinki Suomen Ylzisradio Network in 
Finnish 1000 GMT 9 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Norwegian Government 
demands an end to the war in Chechnya. The demand is 
contained in a letter Foreign Minister Bjoern Tore Godal 
will send later today to Russian Foreign Minister Andrey 
Kozyrev. The letter asks the Russian Government for 
active cooperation in the Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe to bring an end to the way in 
Chechnya. 


Fewer Jobs for Norway Outside EU 


BR0601131795 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 
5 Jan 94 p 28 


{Report on interview with NHO President Diderik 
Schnitler by Thomas Spence; date, place not given: 
“NHO: Three-Year Breathing Space Before Crisis”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Today marks the opening of the 
conference entitled “Norway in a New Europe” orga- 
nized by the NHO [Norwegian employers’ organization], 
where the focus will be on growth and new jobs in the 
country outside the European Union [EU]. 


The organization’s controversial EU report concluded 
that there would be 100,000 fewer jobs if Norway 
remained outside the EU than if it joined. 


“We fear this could turn out to be the case, but we will 
work to prevent things from ending up that way. That is 
why it is important to point out that Norway’s position 
has changed: Nobody will be able to confuse Norway and 
Sweden any more. From now on it is a case of Norway 
and the rest. So it is extremely important that we do the 
right things,” Diderik Schnitler told AFTENPOSTEN. 


Can we achieve full employment again? 


“Yes of course, if we are willing to make the choices. We 
have just made one choice, let us by all means be willing 
to make the others,” he said. 


According to the NHO president, the Norwegian author- 
ities now have three to five years to avert a political and 
economic crisis that could overshadow the whittling- 
away of the Swedish welfare state. 


His analysis is based on the fact that oil revenue will go 
down from the end of the century, while expenditure on 
social security and pensions will steadily increase. 
Schnitler believes that the larger the gap becomes, the 
more limited will be the politicians’ freedom of choice. 


“We are now facing a unique choice, with our oil 
revenues at their peak. If we fail to make the most of it, 
we will experience the same or a worse crisis than the 
Swedes have had. 
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“Bold political decisions made during such a good 
period require courage and determination. So far the 
government has taken steps that are far too small. 


“If we do not use our freedom of action now to imple- 
ment a strict policy that is favorable to industry and do 
not succeed in creating better competitiveness, we will 
suffer more extreme consequences later.” 


Competition 
What has to be done? 


“The whole of Norwegian society must become compet- 
itive. Not just the export sector, but also the public and 
private sectors in the service industries. Far too little of 
Norway has been exposed to competition. We have said 
no to the EU, but people have also said no to being the 
country that is out of step. Now we must face up to the 
consequences,” he said. 


Can we maintain today’s level of welfare? 


“] think so and I sincerely hope so. The precondition is 
that everyone in society opens up to the motive forces 
that will help us to get the most out of every krone.” 


Does the NHO’s recipe mean a tougher society? 


“Yes, in the short term, to the extent that competition is 
tough. I believe that competition is healthy.” 


Can anyone other than the Labor Party government 
achieve this? 


“The way things are today, it is essential that we have a 
stable government that is capable of taking action. A 
government crisis in a situation in which it is obvious 
that there are no strong alternatives would not do us any 
good. So you do not have to be much of a fortune-teller 
to guess the answer. However, in the long term it is most 
unfortunate, almost a gamble, not to have an alternative 
to the present government.” 


What government does the NHO want? 


“The government that pursues the best employment 
policy.” 

And that is? 

“I have already answered that, in the short term.” 


Sweden 


Bildt Compromise Candidate for WTO Chief 


BR0601114795 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 4 Jan 95 p 12 


[Report by Mats Knutson: “Bildt Mentioned As Head of 
WTO”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Disagreement and deadlocked 
positions over who should become the secretary general 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 























‘4 NORDIC COUNTRIES 


of the new global free trade organization, WTO [World 
Trade Organization], could open the way for a Swedish 
compromise candidate. 

The name mentioned in the speculation surrounding the 
new top job in Geneva is that of Moderate Coalition 
Party leader Cari Bildt. Meanwhile the Social Demo- 
cratic government is not yet prepared to back a Swedish 
candidate. 


“We are supporting Renato Ruggiero. He is the candi- 
date supported by the European Union [EU] and fur- 
thermore he has the most backing,” Foreign Trade 
Minister Mats Hellstrom said. 


Renato Ruggiero is a former Italian trade minister who is 
supported not only by the EU member states, but also by 
the majority of African countries. On the other hand, the 
United States and Asia believe that the EU would have 
too much influence over the WTO if Ruggiero were 
made its secretary general. Consequently, the United 
States, Canada, and Latin America want former Mex- 
ican President Carlos Salinas to be elected WTO secre- 
tary general, while Southeast Asia, Japan, India, and 
Australia are backing a third candidate, South Korean 
Trade Minister Kim Chol-su. 


Blocs Divided 


Thus the world’s three major trading blocs are divided 
over their respective candidates. As a result they are 
blocking the election of the new secretary general, for the 
appointment is something on which all the members of 
the WTO must agree. 


The deadlocked positions could open up the way for a 
new, fourth candidate. In Geneva, where the WTO has 
its headquarters, there is speculation surrounding Mod- 
erate leader Car! Bildt. Bildt has good contacts in Great 
Britain and Germany and is regarded as a friend of free 
trade—a good reason why the United States and Asia 
should also be able to accept him. 


The WTO began to work on | January 1995. It devel- 
oped out of GATT which liberalized world trade and 
reduced customs duties in a series of agreements con- 
cluded during the postwar period. 


The outgoing GATT chief, Irishman Peter Sutherland, 
will continue to head the WTO until a new secretary 
general is appointed. There is no formally determined 
deadline by which this has to happen. 


Carl Bildt does not wish to discuss the report that he is a 
possible candidate for one of the toughest jobs in world 
politics. 


[Bildt} I have no comment at present. 
[Knutson] Are you interested? 


[Bildt] | do not wish to make any comment on this 
subject. I do not want to take part in artificial specula- 
tion. 
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[Knutson] But you could quickly take the sting out of all 
this speculation by saying that you are not interested. 


[Bildt}] Yes, but for the time being I have no comment to 
make. 


[Knutson] It would also be a major political event in 
Sweden if you relinquished the chairmanship of the 
Moderate Coalition Party. 


[Bildt] Yes, but above all it would be a major political 
event if a Swede were considered for such a job— 
something that is more important in the context. But the 
person being considered does not need to be Cari Bildt. 
It is the government that has to deal with this matter, 
and not anyone else. The speculation is taking place in 
the wings and only the Swedish Government can act and 
say whether there are any Swedish compromise candi- 
dates. 


[Knutson] Have you been approached at all? 


[Bildt] I do not wish to... No, the government has not 
been in contact with me. 


[Knutson] Has anyone else been in contact with you? 
[Bildt] Not directly. 
[Knutson] Indirectly then? 


[Bildt] Well, the gossip in the corridors gets around. 
[Bildt ends} 


Foreign Trade Minister Mats Hellstrom does noi wish to 
comment either on whether Carl Bildt is a potential 
compromise candidate. 


“We are not speculating about such a situation because 
we are backing Ruggiero,” Hellstrom said. “Ruggiero is 
the candidate supported by all the EU member states 
and when you support one candidate you do not specu- 
late about someone else.” 


Met With Sutherland 


On Tuesday Mats Hellstrom met with GATT chief Peter 
Sutherland during a visit to Cork, Ireland. 


“However, we will not meet to discuss this issue. We will 
talk about the WTO's trade policy role,” Hellstrom told 
SVENSKA DAGBLADET on Monday evening. 


If a Swedish candidacy does finally become a reality and 
Bildt does not make himself available, then former 
Foreign Trade Minister Ulf Dinkelspiel (Moderate Coa- 
lition Party) is a possible name. 


Tax Rises, Social Benefit Cuts Envisaged 


LD0901180295 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 1530 GMT 9 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text} [Announcer] Sweden’s Social 
Democratic government will present its first budget 
tomorrow {10 January]. The government has achieved 
various savings amounting to 20 billion Swedish crowns. 
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This means tax rises and belt-tightening, above all for 
families with children, and pensioners. Tapio Vestinen 
reports from Stockholm: 


[Vestinen] Sweden’s national debt has grown to an 
unimaginable figure of almost 1.3 billion crowns. 
Interest payments alone for one year equal child benefit 
payments over a 10-year period. The debts that have 
been run up until now mean there will be no end to the 
debt spiral before the turn of the century. Finance 
Minister Goeran Persson aims to restore some kind of 
balance to the budget by 1998. This is to be achieved by 
imposing tax rises and cuts in social benefits to affect, 
above all, the lives of ordinary citizens. 


In his first budget Persson has put together a number of 
savings amounting to 20 billion crowns. Something 
totally new in the budget to be presented tomorrow is the 
raising of the age limit for unemployment benefits to 20 
years. This will mean a saving in state expenditure 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 55 


amounting to 1.5 billion crowns. The official explana- 
tion for raising the age threshold is that it will encourage 
wane people to take up training rather than going on the 
e. 

Finance Minister Persson has scraped together the 20 
billion-crown savings by weakening the position of fam- 
ilies with children by cutting housing benefits and later, 
child benefits. Childless couples aged over 29 will lose 
the right to housing benefits entirely. It will also be made 
more difficult to take early retirement, and pensioners’ 
benefits will be cut. 


There will be cuts of almost 2 billion crowns in the 
Defense Ministry administration. By 2001, expenditure 
in the Defense ministry administration will be reduced 
by a further 2 billion crowns. 


The Social Democratic government's first budget excep- 
tionally covers an 18-month period. Just as was the case 
with earlier conservative governments’ budgets, it still 
shows a serious deficit. When income and expenditure 
are compared, the state coffers are still almost 250 billion 
crowns short. 
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56 CYPRUS 


Mikhailidhis Comments on U.S. Initiative 


NC0901161595 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in Greek 1130 GMT 9 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] President Giavkos Kliridhis will 
hold significant talks in London tomorrow with Prime 
Minister John Major on the current phase of the Cyprus 
issue and efforts for a solution as well as setting a date to 
begin negotiations for Cyprus’ membership in the Euro- 
pean Union [EU]. The president will leave for the British 
capital late this afternoon. 


The talks will also be attended by Foreign Minister 
Alekos Mikhailidhis, who arrived in London last night. 
Mr. Mikhailidhis said that the only indirect pressure on 
Ankara to bend its intransigence in the Cyprus issue is to 
set a date for the opening of Cyprus-EU membership 
talks. 


The foreign minister stressed that the U.S. initiative in 
the Cyprus issue, which is being manifested through the 
visits by Richard Holbrooke, assistant secretary of state 
for European affairs, and presidential envoy Richard 
Beattie, would bear fruit only if the United States talks to 
the Turkish side bluntly and without evasion. In an 
interview with London Greek Radio, Mr. Mikhailidhis 
also noted that Mr. Beattie will pay a three-day visit to 
Nicosia for intensive consultations. He added: Whether 
these consultations will bear fruit depends on the way in 
which the Americans will talk to Rauf Denktas. 


Referring to Mr. Holbrooke’s visit and his contacts with 
Denktas, the foreign minister said that they made it clear 
that the side that does not desire a solution is the Turkish 
one and that U.S. pressure should be directed toward 
Ankara. 


Denktas: EU Membership Might Lead to War 


TA0901153795 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1130 
GMT 9 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] President Rauf Denktas has 
said that the Greek Cypriot adventure regarding the 
European Union [EU] might lead to a Turkish-Greek 
war. Addressing 20 July High School students today, 
Denktas said if the EU makes the mistake of accepting 
the Greek Cypriots as members representing the entire 
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island, then the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus 
will be integrated with Turkey in accordance with a 
Republican Assembly decision on the issue. Denktas 
added that in such a situation, the Greek Cypriots, 
deriving strength from their arms arsenal and their EU 
membership, will treat the Turkish Cypriots, who will 
have integrated with Turkey, as a secessionist minority 
and will launch an armed attack. Denktas noted that 
these developments might lead to a war between Turkey 
and Greece. He added: I hope that Europe will not act 
unwisely on the issue. [passage omitted] 


Turkey in Favor of Implementing CBM’s 


TAG901173295 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 1630 
GMT 9 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Tugay Ulucevik, Turkish For- 
eign Ministry assistant under secretary, and Ertugrul 
Apakan, Turkish Foreign Ministry Turkish-Greek desk 
deputy director, arrived in the Turkish Republic of 
Northern Cyprus [TRNC] for talks this afternoon. 


In a statement at Ercan [Tymbou] Airport, Ulucevik 
explained that he arrived on the island within the 
framework of regular consultations and there is no 
special reason or aim for his visit. Pointing out that an 
exchange of views will be conducted with regard to the 
activities for a lasting solution to the Cyprus problem, 
Ulucevik remarked that he wants to learn TRNC offi- 
cials’ thoughts for the future on this matter. Turkey is in 
favor of first implementing the confidence-building mea- 
sures [CBM], Ulucevik stressed, adding that the imple- 
mentation of the package will facilitate the search for a 
solution to the Cyprus problem. Ulucevik recalled that 
the UN Security Council and secretary general are deter- 
mined with regard to the implementation of the CBM’s. 


Ulucevik and Apakan were received at Ercan Airport by 
Gural Tanova, under secretary of the President's Office, 
and the Turkish Embassy charge d'affaires. 


President Rauf Denktas met with Ulucevik today and 
conferred with him for some time. In a statement on the 
meeting, Denktas said that views were exchanged on the 
talks conducted in Cyprus with Richard Holbrooke, U.S. 
under secretary of state in charge of European affairs, 
who was unable to go to Turkey. Apakan and the Turkish 
Embassy charge d'affaires also attended the meeting. 
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Papandreou Comments on Embargo Against On Albania 
Skopje Referring to Greek-Albanian relations, Papandreou 


NC0901211195 Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
5 Jan 95 p § 


[Report by correspondent Katerina Koletsi from 
Amman] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The government is attempting to 
change tts policy on Skopje [The Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia—FYROM] and is already 
studying ways to disengage itself from the embargo. 


Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou expressed the view 
that the embargo is just a tactical issue and can change 
according to the evaluations available. The prime min- 
ister clarified that the name issue remains one of prin- 
ciple. He said Greece insists on the decision made by the 
political leaders at the 1992 meeting under President 
Konstandinos Karamaniis. 


Although the policy for Skopje has obviously changed, 
Papandreou denied categorically that there has been any 
secret diplomacy. In any case it is obvious that any 
change, even a change of tactics, for obvious reasons will 
not be decided or at least made known before the new 
president is elected. 


Papandreou noted that he and the Foreign Ministry will 
never participate in secret diplomacy and stressed that 
any contacts are part of the dialogue with UN mediator 
Cyrus Vance and U.S. presidential envoy Matthew 
Nimetz. 


In his lengthy talk with the Greek reporters on Saturday 
afternoon in Amman, which was held to deny practically 
all the international press bulletins on his health, Papan- 
dreou noted: 


—-The embargo facilitated the course of the Skopje issue 
in Greece's favor because it brought publicity to the 
issue making it a current affair. 


—The international climate has already changed and 
both the United States and Europe now understand 
the Greek requests. 


—The interventions of the opposition and PASOK [Pan- 
hellenic Socialist Movement] members to have the 
foreign policy redefined, are vague. They must make 
specific proposals in this direction. 


—He would not object to bilateral meetings with the 
Skopjeans at all levels—even summit talks-——but this is 
impossible if some positive results are not guaranteed 
beforehand. In any other case, the talks would make 
the crisis permanent. 


expressed the conviction that they will soon be smoothed 
out. He effectively pinpointed the problem to the impris- 
oned Greek Albanians. (Foreign Minister Karolos 
Papoulias appeared more optimistic about the course of 
the issue.) 


The prime minister admitted that the Greek-Turkish 
problems have a greater significance but denied that 
because of this he will hurry to close the issue of Skopje 
and Albania, something that Theodhoros Pangalos 
wants. 


Papandreou stressed that it is time for the opposition to 
make proposals, to express its positions instead of just 
criticizing, and to stop attacking him personally. 


Papandreou Optimistic About Middle East Ties 
NC0901170395 Athens Elliniki Radhiofonia Radio 
Network in Greek 1600 GMT 9 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreou described his trip to Syria and Jordan as successful 
and stressed that the peace process in the Middle East 
has entered a concrete path. Arriving at Ellinikon Air- 
port at 1700 today, Papandreou expressed the hope that 
the agreements will be implemented and the road to a 
solution to the Middle East issue will open up. 


Referring to bilateral relations between Greece, Jordan, 
and Syria, the prime minister said a great horizon is 
opening up for tourism, civilization, and constructions 
because he is predicting a developmental explosion if the 
peace process is finalized. He added that Greece will play 
an important role in this effort. 


In connection to the medical check up [that the prime 
minister allegedly underwent] at the Jordanian state 
hospital, the newspaper JORDAN TIMES today carries 
a categorical denial by the hospitai’s director. 


A New Democracy statement stresses that the prime 
minister’s statements regarding his health linked the 
relevant reports with interests in Greece and abroad. The 
statement concludes: Because the prime minister's 
health and information about it must be handled respon- 
sibly and seriously, the government must name these 
interests immediately. 


Jordan Reportage on Papandreou’s Visit 
WA1001163395 


For Jordan reportage on the visit to Jordan by Greek 
Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou, including reports 
on official talks and reported medical treatment received 
by Papandreou in Jordan, see the Jordan Section of the 
10 January Near East & South Asia Daily Report. 
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Ankara’s Measures Against Greece’s Veto 
Reported 


NC0901205995 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 5 Jan 95 
pi7 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—Ankara decided on 29 
December to take several measures against Greece's 
approach toward Turkey. It has conveyed a verbal mes- 
sage to the Greek Government through Ambassador 
Huseyin Celem that “the continuation of Greece’s veto 
on customs union between Turkey and the European 
Union will cause irreparable damage to relations 
between the two countries.” Furthermore, Ankara 
informed Greek officials that the relations between 
Turkey and Greece will significantly improve if Athens 
decides not to continue its veto. In fact, it even hinted 
that Turkey may agree to a recourse to the Court of 
Justice in the Hague on the Aegean’s continental shelf. It 
will be recalled that Greece has urged Turkey to agree to 
take the matter to the Court of Justice in the Hague for 
a long time. 


Foreign Minister Murat Karayalcin, Under Secretary of 
the Foreign Ministry Ozdem Sanaberk, Deputy Under 
Secretary of the Foreign Ministry Volkan Vural, and 
Ambassador Huseyin Celem met in Ankara to study the 
situation on 29 October. They decided the following: 


The measures Turkey will take if Greece maintains its 
veto are: 


1. Imposition of visa regulations: Turkey lifted the visa 
regulations for the Greek citizens when President Turgut 
Ozal was in office. Visa regulations will be reinstated. 


2. Ships will be banned: Nearly 70 percent of Turkey's 
foreign trade is realized through maritime shipping. A 
large number of ships, which are registered in Greece, 
have a significant share in the transportation of Turkey's 
imports and exports. Ankara will ban the transfer of 
cargo to and from Turkey by them. 


3. Restrictions on clergymen: Greece has imposed 
restrictions on the Turkish clergymen’s activities in 
western Thrace. However, Greek clergymen frequently 
visit Turkey to attend religious ceremonies and mass. 
Restrictions will be imposed on them if Greece main- 
tains its veto. 


4. Western Thrace will be watched: Greece has directed 
strong pressure on the Turkish population in western 
Thrace. Henceforth, Turkey will closely follow the vio- 
lation of human rights in that region and launch initia- 
tives with international organizations. 


5. Turkey's policy on the Balkan region: Turkey will take 
new initiatives in its policy on the Balkan region if 
Greece maintains its veto. Greece's relations with 
Albania and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Mace- 
donia are strained. Turkey will closely follow the devel- 
opments and oppose Greece. 
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6. Cyprus and the Aegean Sea: Turkey will maintain a 
very firm policy on the Cyprus and Aegean Sea prob- 
lems. That will have adverse effects on the efforts that 
are being made to establish a dialogue between the two 
countries. 


The measures Turkey will adopt if Greece withdraws its 
veto are: 


1. The policy Turkey will maintain if Greece withdraws 
its veto will be very open to a dialogue on Cyprus and the 
other problems. 


2. Within that framework, Turkey will maintain a sym- 
pathetic approach toward Greece's wish to take the 
Aegean Sea issue to the Court of Justice in the Hague. 


US. Initiative on Cyprus Viewed 
NC0701173795 Istanbul MILLIYET in Turkish 6 Jan 95 
p 16 


[Commentary by Sami Kohen: “New Initiatives on 
Cyprus”—punctuation as published] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] A new initiative has been 
launched for a solution to the Cyprus problem. The 
United States is the driving force behind it... US. 
Assistant Secretary of State Richard Holbrooke and U.S. 
Special Coordinator on Cyprus Affairs James Williams 
have held talks with the Turkish and Greek Cypriot sides 
in Cyprus. Holbrooke will maintain his shuttle diplo- 
macy by visiting. Ankara and Athens. Meanwhile, 
Richard Beattie, who has been appointed as President 
Clinton's special representative, is expected to embark 
on a similar visit at the end of January. 


That the U.S. Administration has decided to take action 
on the Cyprus problem at the beginning of the new year 
when that problem is not on the international agenda and 
attracts little attention in the United Nations is interesting. 
Meanwhile, President Clinton's decision to appoint 
Richard Beattie as his represeniative in addition to James 
Williams was an unexpected development. Beattie has not 
been concerned with Cyprus and regional developments 
until now. So, he will try to acquaint himself with the 
people and study the developments when he visits the 
region at the end of January... We have been informed that 
Clinton appointed him in accordance with the request of 
several Democrats who are close to the Greek lobby in the 
United States. In other words, Beattie’s appointment was 
politically motivated. 


Undoubtedly, the Greek lobby’s effort has had a signif- 
icant role on Washington's sudden interest in che Cyprus 
problem. It is also quite clear that Washington's interest 
is also linked with the Klindhis administraion’s effort to 
place Cyprus on the agenda of the European Union [EU] 
with Greece's support. The U.S. diplomats fear that 
“unfavorable developments” may take place in Cyprus 
and in the relations between Turkey and Greece if the 
EU moves to consider the Greek Cypriot side's appeal to 
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join that organization and fails to obstruct Greece from 
linking the Cyprus problem with the realization of a 
customs union between the EU and Turkey. In fact, THE 
WASHINGTON POST reported two days ago that the 
U.S. officials have been worried that a wave of tension 
may be created and believe that a new initiative has to be 
made. 


The new U.S. initiative has coincided with the effort 
Greece has made to include the Cyprus problem on the 
EU agenda with a view to directing pressure on the 
Turkish Cypriot side. A Turkish diplomat has said that 
“they are gradually intensifying their pressure...” 


It will be recalled that even Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkei said during the Turkey-EU Association Council 
meeting in Brussels some time ago that the withdrawal of 
Turkey’s troops from Cyprus and the transfer of Maras 
[Varosha] to the Greek Cypriot side without loss of time 
will facilitate the solution of the Cyprus problem. That 
showed that the Western countries expect only Turkey 
and the TRNC [Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus] 
to contribute toward a solution to the problem... How- 
ever, it must be recalled that the Turkish Cypriot side 
adopted a flexible approach on various issues, including 
the question of Maras, during the talks that were held in 
1994. In fact, Denktas agreed to maintain the talks on 
the package of confidence-building measures [CBM’s], 
regardless of the fact that he did not feel comfortable 
about the matter. It was Glavkos Kliridhis who refused 
o continue the talks, saying that the CBM’s package was 


That state of affairs was not properly realized because 
the TRNC conveyed a number of wrong messages to the 
world. Meanwhile, several countries that are concerned 
with the Cyprus problem did not make an effort to 
establish the true state of affairs. 


The EU (and the United States to a certain extent) 
expects the Turkish Cypriot side to respond to the Greek 
Cypriot demands. The talks on the Turkey-EU customs 
union will be resumed in Brussels on 7 March. The EU is 
convinced that “progress” has to be made on the Cyprus 
problem if the Greek veto on the customs union is to be 
blocked. 


Is that a logical approach? Can the Cyprus problem, 
which has continued for 30 years, be resolved in two 
months? Can the Turkish Government comply with the 
Greek-Greek Cypriot side’s expectations? Is the EU 
aware of the political situation in Ankara? 


The inclination of Turkey's Western allies to always put 
pressure on Ankara, the EU's move to link the realiza- 
tion of a customs union to the Cyprus problem, and the 
Greek-Greek Cypriot effort to internationalize the 
Cyprus problem with a view to harming Turkey’s inter- 
ests will create negative results. Considering all that, the 
TRNC may move to establish structural ties with 
Turkey. That state of affairs will partition Cyprus. The 
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failure of the EU to take action against Greece's obstruc- 
tion will undermine the process for the realization of a 
customs union. That will harm the EU as much as it will 
harm Turkey. Naturally, Turkey will move to seek other 
alternatives... 


The Western countries must realize all that. In fact, that 
is what Turkey expects from those who are responsible 
for the new U.S. initiative and the U.S. representatives 
who visit the region. 


Situations in Chechnya, Karabakh Not Same 
TA0601170995 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 1411 
GMT 6 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara, (A.A)}—The Azeri 
Embassy in Ankara has issued a statement to the effect 
that the incidents in Chechnya and Karabakh should not 
be confused with each other. The written statement 
issued by the Azeri Embassy in Ankara states that the 
situation in Karabakh does not involve a struggle for 
independence but rather a separatist action. 


The statement notes that an Armenian country exists in 
the world and that the Armenian people have their 
independence within the boundaries of this country. 
Noting that Armenians live in various countries around 
the world, the statement stresses that this does not mean 
that these people have a right to establish a new Arme- 
nian state within the borders of those countries. For this 
reason, the statement continues, it is not right to align 
the Karabakh Armenians with the other peoples of the 
Caucasus. The statement further notes: 


In 1928, there was an Armenian majority in the region 
which made it possible for Iranian Armenians to settle in 
these territories. Until this date, there were only Azeri 
people living in Karabakh. 


The clashes, which started six years ago between the 
Azeris and Armenians over Karabakh, resulted in the 
invasion of Azeri territories. There has been a cease-fire 
in the region for the last six months. 


The Baku administration, indicating that a cease-fire 
cannot be considered a lasting peace, wants efforts to be 
exerted to that end. 


Coup Rumors Abound After ‘Ataturkist Officers’ 
Letter 


NC0901205895 Istanbul YENI GUNAYDIN in Turkish 
5 Jan 95 p ll 


[Report by Erdem Noyan] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Ankara—While the constitu- 
tional article relating to President Demirel’s authority to 
dissolve the parliament is being debated and rumors of a 
military coup are making the rounds, the government 
received a warning letter signed by the “Ataturkist 
officers.” The warning letter, which is being assessed as 
a memorandum and begins with the words “esteemed 
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prime mumnuister.” indicates that the secular Turkish 
Republic ts being threatened. 


The letter, which is like a memorandum, had a bomb- 
shell effect in Ankara. Some political circles said: “Sim- 
ilar warning letters have appeared before every coup. 
The warnings should not be ignored.” 


It was learned that the letter bearing the signature of 
“Ataturkist officers” was posted at Cankaya Post Office 
on 3 January 1994 and has been sent to the cabinet 
members as well as to all the parliamentarians. 


Here Is the Letter 


This ts the letter, which begins with “esteemed prime 
minister” and ends with the signature of the “Ataturkist 
officers”: 

“The secular Turkish Republic, set up by the great leader 
Ataturk under very difficult conditions, has been coming 
under major threats recently. 


“The malicious attack carried out on great Ataturk’s 
tomb following an intrusion [by an Islamic sect member 
in October 1994] into Anitkabir [Ataturk’s mausoleum]; 
the massacre in Sivas [of intellectuals in December 1993 
over Salman Rushdi’s Satanic Verses}; the attitude and 
behavior displayed at the trial [over the Sivas incident}; 
their [anti-secular forces’] efforts to get organized within 
some state sectors, primarily inside the Environment 
Ministry; and most importantly the reception you 
accorded to the sect leaders and its coverage by the press; 
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and the active role played by the environment minister 
in these relations are seriously perturbing us, the Atat- 
urkist officers, who are duty bound to protect and defend 
the Republic. The sect members could be represented in 
the political parties and the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly, bui can in no way be present inside the 
government and state. It is important in showing to the 
world of the eternal existence of the Turkish Republic 
that you urgently intervene and put an end to such 
developments, which are disturbing the entire Turkish 
Armed Forces, and review the policies you have been 
implementing in the struggle against terrorism, which 
threatens our country. 

“In the name of those who would lovingly sacrifice their 
lives for the Turkish Republic.” 


Natural Gas Agreement Signed With Qatar 
7A1001080695 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 2110 9 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transiated Text] Energy and Natural Resources 
Minister Veysel Atasoy has stated that it is out of the 
question for Turkey to have a natural gas shortage until 
the year 2000. In a statement he issued upon his return 
from Saudi Arabia and Qatar, Atasoy said that Turkey 
signed an agreement with Qatar envisaging the purchase 
of 2 million tons of natural gas for a 30-year period. 
Explaining that he had also attended the Turkish Export 
Products fair in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia, Atasoy added that 
the fair attracted a lot of interest. By giving due impor- 
tance to such fairs, Atasoy noted, our exports to Saud: 
Arabia, which total.$600 million, can be increased. 
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